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ABSTRACT 

, The principles e«bodied in the Northwest Ordinance ©f 
1787 served as an intellectual highway over which poured the westward 
nareh of this nation. The story of the Northwest Territory's 
acquisition and the enactaent of the Ordinance of 1787 is related 
through nine lessons and accoapanyingdociments. Each lesson is 
designed to compleDent the secondary school curriculim and fe« 
supple»ent tezthooks. The origin of the clains to the territory and 
the examination of acts associated with the territory's organisation 
are dxseussed in lesion one. The formulation of a federal land policy 
is reviewed in lesson two. The Confederation Congress' enactment of 
the Ordinance of 1787 and its major aspects are emphasi led in lessons 
three and four. Lesson five emphasizes the governmental process and 
statehood achievement. The guarantee of basic civil liberties and 
rights to people living on the frontier and outside of the original 
13 states and the assurance that the new territories would eventually 
be granted statehood are described in lesson six. The progress to 
statehood by each of the five states in the Northwest Territory is 
depicted in lesson leven. The original documents that chronicled 
Indiana's advaneement toward ■tatehood are highlighted in lesson 
eight. The last lesson serves as a review of the unit by presenting a 
timetable of main events associated with th^ enactnent and 
application of the Northwest Ordinance. The appendix includes 15 
abridged, historical documents that are used with the lessons. A 
bibliography is included. (SI) 
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Lessons on the Northwest Ordinance is the product 
of a fruitful pfurtnirship betwetn the Indiana Council 
for the Sociid Studies, the Soci^ Studies Develop- 
ment Center, and ERIC Clearinghouse for the Social 
Studies, all at Indiwa University, the Indiana 
Historical Bureau, and the Indiana Committee for 
the Humanitiei. Lessons is but one of an ini^easing 
number of projects brought to a suc^ssful conclusion 
through the coopemtion of Indiana*s educmtionri 
and cultural o^anizatlons. The tadi^a Committea 
for tte Humanitiei is happy to have been able to 
iupport the development of L^sson& m a part of the 
Bicentennial of the Northwest Ordinance. All of the 
^encioi involved in the project are pleaied to bring 
this edu^tional resource to a national audien^. 

The intellectual leadership fuid im^inatlve forc^ 
behind the project came from John Patrick of Indiana 
University, Hie devotion, drti^tion, md enerffir 
are a truly unique resource to all of his coUeaguci 
in Indiana and throughout the nation* 

The Northwest Ordinwce is one of the peat 
texts of the American democracy. Along with the 
Declaration of Independence and the U,S. Constitu* 
tionj the Ordinance served to provide a foundation 
for the construction of liberty and order in the 18th 
and 19th centuries. The Ordinance deserves special 
study and attention in America's dassrooms. The 
study of the Ordinance and its appliOTtion provides 
a lesson to all those who care to lemi about how the 
American nation spread from the seaboard and 
eastern mountains to the heartland md the Great 
Plains, 

The Bicentenni^ has produced a great number of 
new contributions to the study of the Northwest 
Ordinance, The ariiiversa^ has provided a time 
for celebration, refiCction, new schola^hip, and 
educational resource development. Such work has 
been much needed and is long overdue. 

As a part of this new worki the present volume of 
Le^ns an the NorthweBt Ordinance deserves wide 
diitribution and frequent use in classrooms through- 
out America, 

Kenneth L, Gladlsh 
Executive Director 
Indiana Committee for the Humanities 
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Introduction 



■ he summtr of 1787 was a turning point in 
world histo^, when the Constitutional Con- 
vention and the Confedtmtlon Conpess of the 
United States responded to oritical problima with 
cQordinat# solutions that havt had profound and 
far-reaching effects in Anatrira md elsewhere 
wound tot globe; The Founding Fatoeri in 
Philadtlphia=-facing the ch^enge of how to 
^eate a workable free govwiment in a lazfe 
countiy-establishtd andttfing principlei of liberty 
under law in tot Constitution of 1787. They 
areated novel conceptions of fedmUsm and 
republicanisni, which paradoxi^y blended na- 
tiond supremacy wito states* righte and steong 
government with strict limits to protect mdividual 
rights* 

Meanwhilt* members of Ctonpess in New York, 
under toe moribund Articles of ConfederaUon^ 
seated a brUliant policy for govemhig a vast area 
north and west of the Ohio River in the Ordinance 
of 1787 -a liberal and innovative plan for colo- 
nial administetion and nation^ development. 
They designed an orderly and equitable means of 
transforming dependent territories into self- 
governing and co-equal states of an expanding 
Federal Union, Thus, the Constitutional Conven- 
tion and Confederation Congress^ acting sep- 
arately and simultaneously, created interlocking 
parts in the foundation of om American nation. 

Main ftovisions of the Ordinance of 1787 

The Nortowest Ordinanee^nact^ on July 13. 
1787, and reaffirmed as federal law by toe new 
U, S. Congress in 1789-stipulated toat no less 
than three and no more toan five states would be 
created out of the Northwest Territoryp which was 
acquired from Britain torough the Treaty of Paris 
in 1783. Eventually, the states of Ohio (1803), 
Indiana (1816), Illinois (1818), Michigan (1837), 
and Wisconsin (1848) were created from this 
Northwest Tenrttoj^, which also included a small 
area that became part of Minnesota (admitted to 
toe Pedeml Union in 1858). 

The Ordinwice of 1787 provided a three-stage 
plan by which a tewitory could become a state on 
equal terms wito dl other states m the Federal 
Union* During $tag0 o^e, a governor, secreta^, 
and three judget-ttll appointed by the U.S, Con* 
gress-would rule toe territoi^; During stage two. 



when toe population surpasstd 5,000 adult males, 
elipble voters (male own^ of at least fifty acres 
of land) would elect i^presentatives to toe lower 
house of toe tOTitorial legislature; main power of 
toe temtori^ gov^nment would be ^ercised by 
the ^ecutive officios and the upp^ house of toe 
lepdatwe, a five-member body, appointed by toe 
U, S, Cong^^. A territory would enter toe third 
Btoge when its population berame more toan 
60,000 Uihabltants; at tols point, toe tamtory 
would be peroitted to write a state constitution 
and petition toe U. S. CongrtM for statehood. 
Under toe Nortowest Ordinance, federd law 
•*would foUow the settie^ west wd provide 
government for toem until toe process of develop- 
ment ^owed for self-government. Above all, 
toe ordmance held out to settlei^ toe absolute 
commitment of statehood, , , , The westward 
moving pione^ would leave his home state but 
would eventu^y become a citiBen of a new state, 
wito aU toe rights enjoyed in toe oripnal tote* 
teen,"^ Thus toe Ordinance of 1787 bound 
westra settlei^ to toe Federal Union wito 
guamntees of dtiienship and self^ovemment^ 
rem^kable development in an era when most 
people in toe worid were ruled by tywnts of one 
sort or another, and when colonies were held by 
ruling powew only for exploitation. 

In she Articles of Compact the Ordinance of 
1787 alTO included guarantees of civil liberties wid 
rights, many of which were not include in toe 
U*S. Constitution until ratifi^tion of Amendments 
I through X (BiU of Rights) in 1791 and Amend- 
menta xm and XIV in 1865 and 1868. P^edom 
of religion, due proceM in legal proceedings, the 
privilege of toe writ of habeas corpus, by 
Jury, protection of pj^perty, sanctity of con- 
tracta, and free public education were proclaimed 
as in\rtolable righte of temtorid inhabitants. Fur- 
thermore, davei^ or involunta^ servitude was 
prohibited. According to Profe^or James H, 
Madison, **The articles of compact were Intended 
to , , , reassure westw^ moving pioneers toat 
they would not risk sunender of toese fiinda* 



Jamts H, Mtdlson, **Tht Northwfst Ofdinanet and Con* 
sliluUon^ Dfvelopmtnt in Indltnt,'* IntemaiionQUQumsi 
of SQeklEduQation^^ (Spmu 1987 )i 18. 



mtntal rights^ And they lerved dio as guld^ for 
t; teiritori^ offleiali and s^te constitution makei^. 
Indiana's eonatltution of 1816 reiterated and bk- 
tend^ Uie fimdunentia ri^te pr^mi^ in thm 
1787 ordinance, including a very strongly stated 
commitment to eduction md prohibition of 
slavery**'^ Thus the Northwest Ordinance was an 
amazing charter of human fireedoms in an era when 
legal rights were mre in western civilization md 
virtually nonexistent anyu'hw %lm m the world. 

Of great importance to our social system today 
was the Norttiwest Ordinwce*s abolition of the 
ancient tradition of primogenitim, which gave Uie 
eldest son alone the right to inherit the land of 
his parents. According to the Ordinanro of 1787, 
aU children would share equdly the estates of Uieir 
parents. Thus, at the banning of the Ameriran 
nation, a feudal custom that but^ssed ^riitOCTcy 
agwiit social change was ended, 

Si^ificmce of the Northwest Ordmmce 

Leading American historians and statesmen have 
considered the Northwest OrdinanM to be among 
the most important state ^pers of the United 
States. In 1830, Senator Daniel Webst^ of Mas* 
sachusetts said, in a noteble speech on the floor of 
the Senate^ , , I doubt whether one single law 
of any lawgiver, ancient or modem, has produced 
effects of more diitinct, mvkedi and toting 
character ttian tiie Ordinance of 1787*"^ In this 
speech, Webster also asserted with state-based pride 
the claims of Nathan Dane of Mamchusetts to 
primary authorship of the Northwest Ordinance* 

President Abraham Lincoln noted the impor- 
tance of the Ordinance of 1787 in atatc^making 
beyond the old Northwest Temtofy. He explained 
how **that Ordinance was constantly looked to 
whenever a new territoi^ was to become a state. 
Congress always ^ced their course by the OfdU 
nance of 1787***^ In Lincoln time and afte^ 
wards, the Northwest Ordinance was used as a 
model to create states across the Great Plains to 
the Pacific Ocean* 

At the turn of the twentieth century. President 
Theodore Roosevelt exclaimed. "In touth the 
Ordinance of 1787 was so wide reaching in Ite 
effect, wai drawn in accordance with so lofty a 
momlity and such far welng itatesmanship, and 
was fraught with such weal for the nation, that it 
will ever rank among the foremost of American 
State papes^, coming In that little group which 



^Hariow Undlty H e/,, miioi^ of the Ordinanct of 1787 
and th§ Old NQNhw0$i Territory (Mari#tU, Ohloi North- 
wtsi Tf rritoiy ttltbriUon CtommlMlon, 1937), 16. 



includes the Declaration of Independent, the 
Constitution, Washington *s Fwiwell Addresi, md 
Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation and Second 
Inaugiufd,"^ 

On the oc^sion of the l§Oth anniveraary of 
the Ordinance of 1787, President Frankim D. 
Roosevelt railed it "that third ffewA charter [after 
the Declamtion of Independence and the Con* 
stitution] , The principles th^ein embodied ^rv^ 
as the highway, broad and ^e, over which f^sur^ 
the westward m^h of our civOizatton. On this 
plan was ttie Unit^ States built,**^ 

Historian Ray Allen Billington wrote that "the 
ttdinance of 1787 did more to pe^etuate the 
Union than any document ^ve the Constitution^ 
Men could now leave the older states assured Uiey 
were not surrendering their poUti^ privileg^« 
Confess had not orUy saved the Republic, but had 
removed one p^at obstacle to toe westw^ move* 
ment**^ 

In a pme-winning work of Ameriom histoid, 
Daniel J\ Boo^tin apeed with all the accolades 
ipven to the Northwest Ordinance by many states* 
men and scholm« Furthermore, he wrote, "A 
half-century after the adoption ol the Ordinance of 
1787, this scheme of progre^ive decoloniaiatlon 
had become a glorious fixture among Ameri^ 
institutions^ « , , The successful application of this 
notion of a pr^lctable, pmdual step-by-step prog* 
ress toward self-govmiment and nation^ involve- 
ment is one of the m^els of American history ."^ 
Indeed, principles of the Northwest Ordinance 
have been apph'ed successfully to t«iritorial pos- 
sessions of the United States from 1787 until our 
modem era. 

The Northwest Ordinance in the Ciurriculum and 
the Classroom 

The Northwest Ordinance is indisputably at the 
core of the American civic heritage, one of the 
most important politioil legacies we have. There- 
fore, one might expect this basic document to be 
emphasiied In the core curriculum of ^condary 
^hoolsHn couises on Ameri^n history, goveni« 
ment, and civics that are required of all students as 
part of toeir general education for citiienship, 
Furthermoi^, one might also expect students to 
paduate from high school with knowledge and 
understanding of the key ideas of the Northwest 



^Ibid. 

'Ray Allen BUllngton, We$tw&rd Es^pamion: A HiMto^ of 
the Am$ri€Qn Frontkr (New Yorki Msemllitn, 1987), 217, 

'Dtalel J, Boofitin, The Amerkam: The NMim&l Ex- 
P^rtmm (New YoAi VlnUgt Bo^i, A DMilon of Random 
How,196&Km 



Ordinance and its connectidns to American con- 
stitutional govonnient md national development. 
Unfortunately, an; on6 with mese axpectations is 
likely to be disappointed. 
; Of course, the Northwest Ordinance is Included 
in wcondary school euiriculum guides and text- 
books. Howevfflf, coverage tends to be meager. It 
is mention^ only briefly in most cuiticulum 
S"*^^' Moit wondaiy school American hlstOR? 
textbooks include less than one page on the 
Ordinance of 1787. It is discusMd as the final 
achievement of government under Uie Articles of 
Confederation and srarcely or never menUonid 
again, even Uiough the Oriinance of 1787 was the 
framework by which thir^^ne of our fifty states 
entered Uie Pedaal Union-a fact unreported Ln 
the textbooks and OTwmably unknown to most 
high school paduates.* The Northwest Ordinance 
seems to be missing ftom standard seconda^ 
school courses in ciwcs and government. It is not 
even listed in the indet of most textbooks on these 
subjects. The consequence of edu^tional neglect 
is Ignomnce. Most citizens of the United States 
^em to know very litUe about the Northwest 
Oromance/O 

The bicentennials of 1987-the two-hundredth 
rnniverMries of the Constitution and the North- 
west Ordinance-provide a pand opportunity to 
draw public attention to these twin dvie lepcies 
and to renew and improve education about them in 
American secondary schools. There is an especially 
strong need to revitalise teaching and teaming 
about the Northwest Ordinance. Its significance 
m American histo^, its primary place in the civic 
culture, and its fit with goals of eduration for 
citizenship justift? better treatment of this basic 
document. Longstanding neglect and routine 
treatment of the Ordinance of 1787 in seconda^ 
schools must be reversed. In line with this end 
there is a peat need for learning materials on the 
Northwest Ordinance to complement and enrich 
standard secondary school textbooks and courses. 

Content and Purpose of These Lessons on the 
Northwest Ordinance 

In this volume, the teaching plans and learning 
materials that treat various aspects of the North- 
west Ordinance-its origins, creaUon. content, 
applications-are designed to supplement standard 
secondary school courws in Ameriran history 
government, and civics. The leMons have been 



WiUlp R. Shriver, "America's OUitr Bleentennlal." Old 
NottHwest, 9 (Fall 1983)5 228. 

'"John J. Pitrtck, Constitution and the Northwtil 
Ordlnanct in the Eduaitlon of CHlsens." Int§rmttonal 
Journal of Social mumtioH, 2 (Spring I987)j S-iS. 



reviewed by teachws in middle schools and high 
schools. The lessons SMra to be appropriate for 
both levels with two important qualifications: 
teachew should (1) resWct reading assignments 
involving the full text of documents rfound in the 
Appendix) to high school students and (2) provide 
extensive directions to middle school students in 
aMignment of lessons and closely monitor thefr 
reading of the lessons to clarify difficult words 
or ideas. 

_ This volume includes nine original le«>ns that 
fit standard second^ school cou^s and edu^. 
tional goals in Amerian histoiy, government, and 
ci^cs. Each lesson has a plan for teaches and 
learning materials for students. TOe le^ns ex* 
tend and enrich standard couwe content, but do 
not dupllrate it. Permtaion u gnnted to tmchtn 
to mofce copiet of the§e lesmtu for urn with thet 
students. 

Main goals of the lemons in this book i^e to 
help students to: 

1. Know the origins and purpo^ of the North- 
west Ordinance. 

2. Comprehend civic principles and values of the 
Northwest Ordinance. 

3. Know how and when Amertans u^ principle 
and values of the Northwest Ordinance in stat*. 
Making and national development. 

4. Undfflrstand the signlflanM of the Northwest 
Ordmance in the histoiy and civic culture of the 
United States. 

&. Analyze and appraise ideas in the Northwest 
Ordinance and other primary sources associated 
with it. 

6, Develop skill in using evidence in primary 
sotttces to support propositions about people 
and events in United States history. 

7. Develop rwsons for commitment to civic ralues 
embedded in the Northwest Ordinance. 
These seven goals confonn to euiriculum guid^ 

and content of secondly school couraes In Aroer- 
ican histoty, govemment, and civics. They also are 
consistent with the longstanding overall purpose 
of the social studies in Ameriran schoels-edu^- 
Uon for citlienshlp in a fiwe society. 

CharaeterisUcs of Thew Lessons on the Northwest 
Ordinance 

The following statements describe distinctive 
chamcterisUcs of the lessons in this book. These 
^tements are criteria that guided development of 
the lessons on the Northwest Ordinance. Hiese 
statements can help teachers to evaluate and use 
those les^ns in the etassroom. 

1. These lessons fit the curriculum and general 
obJecUves of «H:ondary school.. Bach lesiOP is 
compaUble with standard secondary school courses 



in Amonciiti hi«it>ry. j|ov<*rfuneni* nnd vMm^ 

about how and whore? the lestion lum fit intn nlimih 
firtl fOurBmi and Imlhuoku. lluitvtorfj^ ubo of lYimi} 
Immm mn \m Justifiod in immn of Btrtrjiliird iifinlH 
and contotH of ?»occind«ry gchunl cmtrson, 

tc^KtbcHik trontmentE of the Northwent Ordiiutiu^* 
nnd mtiUmnl ihwlopmmU but do not dupllciitc 
them. Eacih of those Ummm mmblm imchmB to 
provide dotailod trofttmontB of topi(;B «tid Idtina 
that arc morc?Iy riiontloned or discussod briefly 
in toxtbooJcB, Furthermoro, each lesson provides 
opportunitios for in-dnpth Btudy based on primary 
BourcerHhe rnvv matorials of hiitorlcal Inquiry* 

3, Lessons are concise and can be completed in 
one of two ciaMS meotlngB. However^ tonchers mny 
choose to spend more time on a partirular lesson 
by requirind students to eKamine documentB in 
dotail and to write elaborat** regpon.^s to e^aay 
questions, 

4. Eaeh le^^non hm a clear statement of purposes 
and wel^orguntEed subject matter that pertaiiii to 
the purpDscs. Effective Icssona clearly present 
objectlvog of teaching and learning. Loarning Is 
enhanced when purposes are perceived readily by 
itudents. Learning in also aided when content Is 
Btructured logically in terms of the objectives. 

6« Each lesson has ioaming activitieB that require 
students to demonitrate achievement of objectives. 
Students are required to use idea^ and facts em- 
phaaized in the lesson to answer questions or 
complete exercises that fit objectivca of the lesson. 
Through these appllcntion activities, itudents pro- 
vide evidence of achievement, or lack of achieve- 
ment, in terms of objectives, 

6, These leggoni encourage appltcation of knowl- 
edge to performanca of wlous kindi of cognitive 
operations^ from recaU and comprehension to 
interpretation, analysis, synthesis^ and evaluation. 
Students are challenged to identify and com- 
prehend main ideas, to analyzo and appraise 
statements in primary sources, and to prasent ideas 
cogently either orally or in writing. Students are 
encouraged to provide evidence and reasons in 
support of statements of description^ explanation, 
or evaluation. 

7. Each lesson includes a teaching plan and 
learning matarials to be duplicattd and diitributed 
to students. The teaching plan Indicates main 
points and objectives of each lesson, connections 
of the lesson to the second^ school curriculum, 
and suggestions for opening, developing^ and con^ 
eluding the lesson. The learning materials include 
discussion of main ideas on the topic of the lesson, 
txcerpts from primary sources that pertain to the 
main ideas^ and activities that require use of main 
ideas and evidence from prima^ sources. 

'.:;4' 
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How to Heleci niidli^o Thtm^ Lchhchih 

am rnorc? than nio^t ionchurs mn \m in « nbmh^ 
vourm^ jiivHn thn i)0^?ti to cover vitrlouB toplcfi in 
a HmitcHl poriod of ttlnic* Thu Icmfionii, thoroforci, 
shnuld Im viowaci hr a pool of tf!nchinH rfisourcor* 
that different timchi^T^rs will draw iipcin vuriouf^ly. 
Many teachers wlllstslcct only un«j or two of llwm 
hmom to nuppkiiiormt a bIiihIo piirt of their text- 
book, Othi?r tcaclior^a Will dccido to uso BOVt?r»l of 
the lessons, A ftnv t^N^achors may dccido to mv. all 
of the lessons in ospc^clal unit of instruction on the 
Northwogt Ordlnniico^ . 

Vjiriou^ choicog ftttout how to um tho IcjiiHonH 
are posaible becaiHO m^ach IcBBon can be used alone 
and without referoiic^o to any other leason in thlg 
volume. Howoverjtvi^o or more of the IcBsons can 
1)0 taught in comblnouition becausG the ideas in oa€?h 
lesson can be roadll ly connected to every other 
ICE^on in this HOt, 

All materials noed^^d to teach a lesson are pro- 
vided in this voluiiio* However, some teachers may 
decide to expand iip^cn and Innprovo theHO lesBonn 
by eKposing studcnls to related learning niateriaJg, 
Teachnrs are aho uiicrauriigcd to ndnpt the.^e lessonB 
to fit their stylo of ii teaching, thoir jjercoptlon of 
^tudf'tit needft, or Ih* olr claBsroom circumstances* 
Teaching plans aro ^iresontcU as general suggei^- 
tlons, not as prcscrlptfianB. 

Little time is needed to prepare to use a lesson. 
Follow these steps, 

1. Read the tcaoiwtng plan and the learning 
materials for studeillB^^ 

2. Make copies of the learning materials and 
distribute them tostuc^ents in the classroom. 

3. Follow or modHfy teaching suggestions for 
opening, developing, nad concluding the lesson. It 
is likely that many teachers will modify teaching 
plans and adjust thoiar use of student materials to 
make them more uiofi^l in particular situations. 

Each lesson includ^i ono or more excerpts from 
prim£^y sources. The full text of each partial doc* 
ument used in a Imc^n is included in the Appen^ 
dlx of this volume, T^he documents in the Appen- 
dix can be used by teachers as handy reference 
materials or as addliioorial reading assignments for 
high school studenti. 

These lessons on the Northwest Ordinance 
should be used to tmr^smit core ideas in the Amer- 
ican civic culture to ^oung Americans and to en- 
courage their reflection and deliberation about 
the^ ideas. By so cdoing, teachers can enhance 
education on a bailc document in the American 
heritage that deserves more emphasis in the cur- 
riculum of secondarj^ schools and the general 
education of citizent 
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Teaching Plan for Lesson 1 



The Northwest Territory, 1776-1783 



Previc^w of MiUn Voinin 

This Immm tloi^cribos tho NortliwoHt Territory, 
its origins m part nf the United! States, its locatlnn, 
a?id \iu boundaries, Furthormore, acts associated 
with itB or^mni^.ation and control by tho govcrn- 
rnont of the United Statos arci diHCUBsrid, TiitB 
loBson s(»ts a context for examinatian of pollciDs 
about land distributjon and governance of tho 
Northwo.Ht Territory that culminated in the Ordl^ 
nance of 1787. 

Curriculum Connection 

This lesson is .suitable for use In American 
history courBos at the junior high/middle school 
level or in high school The lomon fits atJindard 
leKllHiuk discuitiions on events of the War for 
Independence and govornment under the Articles 
of Confederation. High Bchool teachers might 
want to have thoir Btudents read complete copies 
of documents treated briefly in the body of this 
lesson: (1) Patrick Henry's Letter to George Rogers 
Clark, (2) Rosolution of Congregs on Public Lands, 
(3) Treaty of Paris, and (4) Virginia Act of CeHsion, 
These documents are included in tho AppendiK. 



Objectives 

Students are expected to: 

1. Identify and summarise main ideas in four 
documents: Patridc Henry's Letter to Goorga 
Rogers Clark, Rciolutjon of Con^eas on Public 
Lands, Treaty of Paris, and Virginia Act of 
Cession. 

2. Know how George Rogers Clark and his small 
force of American badcwoodsmen secured a 
claim to the Northwest Territoi^ for the United 
States. 

3. Know the location and boundwrles of the North- 
wast Territory within the United States of 1783. 

4. Use evidence in documents and maps tu support 
or reject statements about the western territories 
of the United States in the 1780s* 

5. Understand events that established a context for 
subsequent examination of ideas in the North- 
west Ordinance of 1787, 

Suggestions for Teaching the Lesson 

Opening the Lesson, Have students look at the 
map of the United States in this lesson. Adc them 
to identify the original thirt^tn states, the western 
temtories of the United States, and the bound- 



aries of tho United fltattm. Ask them to tlincim 
how the Unltod States acquirod tltu area known m 
tho Northwest Territory. NcKt, a.^k j^tudontB, on 
the basis of uvidence In the map, to speculate 
about particular problems faced by tho govern* 
ment of the United Statas in dealing with thii 
Northwest Territory. Ank how they think the 
government should have responded to those 
probloma. Indicate that the rest of this lesson is 
about how the United States acquired the Nortl^* 
west Territory and began to deal with this area 
as part of the national domain. 

Developing the Lesson. Have etudentB read the 
main body of the lesson, with particular attention 
to the cxconit^ from i\w four documents included 
In the lesson. Aimlgn items 1 to 3 at the end of 
the lesson* 

After students complete items 1 to 3, conduct 
a classroom discussion about their responses. Press 
students to support their responses with specific 
references to parts of the pertinent documents and 
maps. Make sure that they have examined evi- 
dence in the documents that is pertinent to the 
items in this discussion and make certain that 
they have interpreted this evidence correctly. Vou 
might want to ask various students in the class to 
evaluate or judge the responses of their peers to 
items 1 to 3. 

Concluding the Lesson. Have each student re^ 
apond to item 4 at the end of the lesson by writing 
a brief essay (no more than 260 words). 
When they have finished, select three or four 
students to read their essays. Call on other stu* 
dents to respond to them; these responses might 
be affirmative or critical or some combination 
of criticism and affirmation. The responses might 
also introduce additional ideas and information 
into the discussion* 

NOTE: High school teacheri might want to lead 
their students in careful and detailed analyses of 
the full texts of the four documents that are 
mcluded in this lesson. See the Appendix for 
complete versions of the documents. High school 
teachers might want to copy and distribute these 
copies to all students or to selected students. 
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Thtf United H\i\ivn in 17140 
From: David 8. Mu/My, A liLHtury of Our Cauntrv (l\au- 
Uin: (Jinn mil Cc)., 1950), 119. 




Clark Route to Vineonneg in the Horthv/rst Territory 
Fpom{ Jamrs Truslow Adams and Charles Garrett Vannest, 
The Record of America (New York: Charles Scrlbner's 
Sons, 1935), 123. 
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lesson % 



The Northwest Territory, 1776-1783 



In 1770, thirU'on VmUnl Statofi of AnurHMi 
decliired indt^ptfndoru^o from Lho United Km^ 
dom of Groat Britfiln. But thu British word not 
ready to givi^ up thin pri^od part nf thoir worlds 
wide empiro. So, tlio AmericanM hud to fisht for 
their frofKiom. MoBt of tho important battles of 
this War for Indopondonuo wore fouyht along 
the Atlantic const, where the major centers of 
population were located. However, AmerieanB 
alBo [jattlnd the British on the western Hide of the 
Appalaehian Mountains in the Jand.^ north and 
west of the Ohio River; thin area became the 
Northwest Torriton^ 

aiirk's MjsHlon 

In 1778, George Jlogerii Chirk mm sent by 
Governor Fatrlr^k Henry of Virginia to the we;it^ 
ern territory of Kentucky, Colonel Clark'R mtalon 
was to raise a small army of frontiergmen, |)roteet 
American frontier settlements against raids by the 
British and their various allies among the Indian 
nations of this area, and capture Briti^ih forts In 
the territory north of the Ohio Riven 

In hii letter of instructions to Colonel Clark, 
January 2, 1778, Governor Henry wrote: 

You are to proceed with all convenient speed to raise 
seven companlos of soldiers . , , officered In the usual 
mariner & armed most proporjy for the Entorprise, & with 
this force auaek the British pmi at Kaskasky [Kaskaskia 
in the Illinois countiy). 

It is conjectured tfiat there are many pieces of cannon & 
mllltafy stores , , , at that place, the taking and preser- 
vation of which would be a valuable acquisition to the 
state. If you are so fortunate therefore as to succeed in 
your Expedition, you will take every possible Measure to 
secure the artillery k stores k whatever may advantage the 
state. 

For the Transportation of the Troops, provisions » , , 
down the Ohio, you are to apply to the commanding 
officer at Fort Pitt {in western Pennsylvania at the source 
of the Ohio River] for Boats, & during the whole Trans- 
action you are to take especial care to keep the true Des* 
tlnatlon of your Force secret. Its succe^ depends upon 
this 

Colonel Clark carried out his misaion as Gov^ 
crnor Henry instructed. In the summer of 1778, 
he led a force of about 175 backwoodsmen from 
Kentudcy into the Illinois country and took 
Kaskaskia from the British on July 4, 1778. 
Clark also secured the iuwender of British forces 
at Prairie du Rocher, Cahokia, and Vinctnnes--at 



the tionfluence of the WahaHh and Ohio riverH, 
! Hr»r that year, however, Britii^h forceg under 
^ ^^ eral Henry Hamilton took back VincenneiJ 
and fortified themHelves there at Fort Sackville. 

During the winter of 1779, Hamilton made 
plans to move agahist the Americans at Kaskagkla 
in the spring. Colonel Clark was alarmed; ho knew 
that Hamilton\^ forces were strong enough to 
defeat him. So, ho decided to surprise the British ' 
by doing what they thought was impossible-a 
march through the wilderness from Kaskaskia to 
Vincennes in the bitter winter weather. 

While the British rested in the warmth and 
seeming Reenriiy of Fon Sackville, Clark and his 
small force slogged through anklo^doep sluHh and 
vended or BWarn acroHH iey^eold riverK and creeks. 
Colonel Clark's determination inspired \\m inn to 
carry on past the normal limits of human en- 
dumnce. Later, Clark wrote that his men started 
to believe they were "superior to other men, and 
that neither the rivers nor seasons could stop thoir 
progress/' 

After a brief fight on February 25, Clark again 
took Vincennes, This time the Amoricans held 
it* American settlements in Kentucky were safe- 
guarded* Furthermore, Clark *s victory was the 
basis for American claims to this western ter- 
ritory at the end of the war. 

Resolution of Congress on Public Lands 

As Clark fought the British in the West, Amef' 
lean politicians in the East were looking ahead to 
the time after the war when their independent 
nation would control territory on the other side 
of the Appalachian Mountains. On October 19, 
1780, the Continental Congress passed a **Re* 
solution of Congress on Public Lands" that claimed 
ownership by the United States of these territories. 
Furthermore, it proclaimed a far-reaching policy: 
new American states would be created from 
these frontier lands and would become members 
of the Federal Union on equal terms with the 
original thirteen states. 

Resolved, that the unappropriated lands that may be 
ceded or wllnqulshed [given up] to the United States, 
by any particular States , , . shall be disposed of for the 
common benefit of the United states, and be settled and 
formed Into distinct republican States [states with self- 
government by elected representatives of the people]. 



ERLC 



16 



whlt'li shrill bi?coifu« nHnnlH*rn of thn Fndnral linluri, mt] 
shall hiivo tho mmw Huhin of noytmHuniy, fmHUnn aiul lii^ 

On Boptombor 3, 1783, tho war with Hritnin 
offic-inlly andod with tho Higninfi of ifio Treaty of 
Paris. Following m a Bumnuiry of tho terms of tho 
Treaty of ParlH. 

• Tho BritiBh ucknowlodgcd tho previous uolonioH 
to be '^froe. Sovereign, and Indoprmdont etateiL** 
The British gavo up "all Claims to tho Govorn- 
mont, Property, and territorial ri^'hts" of the 
United StatOB **and ovory part thoroof." 

• BoundarioB wortj defined. The United Staten 
extended along the Atlantic coant from the 
British territory of Nova Seotia Iri the North 
to the Spanish territory of Florida in the South, 
In the Wogt, the new nation won title to the 
land west of tho Appalachians to the Mississippi 
KiverHneluding the NorthvvGHt Territory. 

• Tho nniied StutOB won fisliini^ riahts along the 
shores of Newfoundland and in other waters off 
the enast of Canada* 

• CrcditorH on either side were not limited in 
their right to reeover debts previously con« 
tractcd, 

• Congress would **earnestly lecommend'* to tho 
state governments the return of Loyalists* 
property which had been seized during the war. 
Persecution of Loyalists should stop, and 
Loyallits in American prisons should be freed* 

• '*A firm and perpetual Peace" should eKist 
**between his Brittanic Majesty and the said 
States and between the Subjects of the one, and 
the Citizens of the other," Hostilities by sea and 
land shall immediately cease. **Prisoners on 
both sides shall bp set at liberty. With all 
convenient speed" British army forces would 
withdraw from the United States **and from 
every Port, Place, and Harbour within the 
same." 

During the negotiations in Paris, American 
diplomats insisted that territories north and west 
of the Ohio River must be part of their new 
American nation--a claim supported by George 
Rogers Clark's military victories in 1778 and 1779, 
However, even though the British surrendered 
lands in the Northwest Territory, several American 
states had conflicting claims to these lands. The 
new government of the United States could not 
make plans for dealing with these western ter- 
ritories until the states gave up their conflicting 
land claims. 



The Virginia Act of Ceaslon and the Northwest 
Territciry 

Virginia took the lead in clearing the way for 
nntional ownership and diHpOHition ot the weBtern 
torritorieH, On Deeember 20, 1 7H3, the |e[>mlatiire 
of Virginia passed the Virginia Act of CesHion. it 
was accepted by the CongrosH of the United States 
on March 1, 1784. By thin act, Virginia gave up Itn 
vaHi. claimH to western land for the good of tlie 
United States, Other Btates were influenced to 
yield their claims to land within the North wcBt 
Territory and elsewhere. Look at the map on 
page 10, which shows that MassachusettSi New 
York, and Connecticut gave up clainiB to land in 
tho Northwest Territory in 1785 and 1786, 

In part, the Virginia Act of Cession saidf 

Bi^ it enacted by thu General Assembly, Uiut It shall 
and iTmy be lawful . . , to . , , inako over unto the United 
Hinim in Congress assemblpd , . . nil rmht, title, and claim 
, , , which this Commonwealth hath to tlie territory 
. , , being to the northwest of the river Ohio , . . upon 
coiKlHfon that the territory so cedod. shall he laid out and 
formed into niuim , . , and that the status so fomied, 
shall bo distinet repubileon sinti»R iKovernod by elected 
fopresentativea of the people], and admitted members of 
the Fedornl Union; having the same rights , , . freedom, 
and independence, as the other states, , , . 

Thus, the Virginia Act of CeBsion paved the way 
for national administration and development of 
the Northwest Terriiory. Policies for distribution 
and government of these lands were deliberated 
upon by Hie Congress of the United States from 
1784 until 1787, when the celebrated Ordinance 
of 1787 was enacted, (The Ordinances of 1784 
and 1785 are presented in Lesson 2; the Ordinance 
of 1787 is presented in Lesson 4,) 

Reviewing and Beflecting on Facts and Ideas 

1, What did each of tho following documents have 
to do with the acquisition of the Northwest 
Territory by the United States? 

a. Letter of Patrick Henry to George Rogers 
Clark, 1778 

b. Resolution of Congress on Public Lands, 1780 

c. Treaty of Paris, 1783 

d. Virginia Act of Cession, 1783 

2, Describe the area of the Northwest Territory 
within the United States of 1783. 

a. What were the boundaries of the territory? 

b. What states of the United States were made 
eventually out of this territory? 
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3, KKnmine the following ninUnmnin. IMMi} 
whrUior or nnt mxvh nmmmn mn \m bucknd 
up or mippcirie'd with ovidonco. Ubo c^vidiHioo 
fr«jni doc'umuntB and the* map in thiH los«on lo 
duMa whethiir mah ninimmni in (mtevl or 
incorrect. Be? prciparod to defend your respnnfiOH 
by referring to portinont nvldenco. 

a, The wOn^ruBs of the Unitiid Blnim hopm] lo 
hold wcmt(»rn tfrritorlcs as colnni<»s that 
would hcj u^od Bolely for tho bonoflt and on- 
rlcthment of tho original statn^. 

b, Only Mmmchmmn, among tho original 
thirtoon statog, had made? largor claims to 
westorn land than Virginia had made. 

c, Virginia's cession of western land influonccd 
other state.^ to givo up their land claims. 

d/rhe legislature of Virginia coded western 
land claims to Congross on condition that 



new nliiim njadt? from the?u* hmds eould have 
any typtm of governriient that the people 
waiited. 

Thii Treaty of I^arin provided that the Unitnd 
BtateH would pay th(* BritiHh a large nmn of 
money to gain title to tho land north and 
went of the Ohio River, 
n Governor Henry of Virginia in«trueted Colo^ 
nel Clark to stay on the south bank of tho 
Ohio River to protoet Kentucky against 
attacks by tho British or their Indian allies. 
4, Why nhould AmeriennB today eonsider the 
following doeumentB to he important or valu^ 
able portg of their herltago? What in the endur* 
ing worth or significance of the.^e documents? 

a. Resolution of Congrea?i on Public Lands 

b. Treaty of Paris 
Virginia Act of CeBBion 



Nonhwojtt ef the Itlvor Ohio 
This authf>riiec»d hi»pI for liocummin of tho North woHt Tvr 
ritory ,^hfiwB u frua-bc»nring tree, on ftx^fellecl trtHs a Mtv^ 
sun, flnci boats presUaiably on tho Ohio Hfvor. llwu) ^yni 
Imh reprtwmt the? ns|iiriitions of new settlers in the western 
wiklernesH, The Latin phrase Mvliorem Lapm Locavii 
means '*frotn the fallen tree, a better one hm grown/' 
Court e.iiy fndinna Htstorlcal Society, 






George Rogers Clark 
Portrait of Clark as a young man conceived and painted by 
Rosemary Browne Beck, 1976, for the Indiana State Muse- 
um ^clety, Curtesy Indiana State Museum, 




From; Dank*! Jacohion, The Northwest Ordinance of 1787: 
A Specig! Tegching Unit (East Lansings Michigan State Uni- 
versity Alumni AssQCintion^ 1987}, 
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Teaching PUn for Lesson 2 



Begifnnings of a Federal Land Policy: 
The Ordinances of 1784 and 1785 



Fro view of Main Pcjints 

This lossan irmin two Iuv/b ihu\ hc?lf)ad to 
oatiil)Jish an onduring land policy for the UnltinJ 
States: (1) tho Ordinanco of 1784 and (2) tho 
Ordinanco or 1785. Tho main provisions of these 
laws are discussed. This lesson emphasi^ses ideas 
that were important precureor^i to the enactment 
of the 1787 Northwest Ordinance, 

Curriculum Connection 

This lesion can bo used in junior high/middle 
school and high school courses in American 
history. It [iU standard textbook eliapterH on the 
Confederation Period from 1781 to 1787. High 
school teaahere might want to hrmj their Btudonts 
read copies of the Ordinancos of 1784 and 1786, 
which are included in the AppendLK. 

Objectives 

StudertH are expected tor 
1* Identify and summarize main ideas in two doc- 
uments: 

a. the Ordinance of 1784 and 

b, the Ordinance of 1785. 

2. Know the contributions of Thomas Jefferson 
to enactment of the Ordinances of 1784 and 
1785. 

3. Underatand how the Ordinances of 1784 and 
1785 addressed major problems facing the 
Confess of the United States. 

4. Make judgments about the significance of the 
Ordinances of 1784 and 1785 In national de^ 
velopment and expansion of the United States, 



problems for tho United States govornment? Use 
discussion of theKO questions to lead students 
into the main part - f the legson '-provlsionH of the 
Ordinances of 1784 and 1785, which wore tho 
first national policies for dealing with the ter- 
ritories In the West. 

Developing the Lesson, Have students read the 
main part of this lesson about the provisions of 
the Ordinances of 1784 and 1785. Assign Items 
1 to 5 at the end of the lesson. 

After students complete items 1 to 5, conduct 
a classroom discussion on those items Call tipon a 
few students to read their paragraphs summarize 
ing main ideas of the Ordinances of 1784 and 
1785 » Ask other students to listen aarefully and 
respond critically to the paragraphs. 

Concluding the Lesson. Divide the class into 
several small groups (three to fi^'e students to a 
group) and mk them to deliberate upon responses 
to item 6 at the very end of the lesson • Tell each 
group to select one person who will serve as 
spokesperson for the group. The spokesperson *s 
responsibility is to summariise the ideas of the 
poup In response to item 6 and report the ideas to 
the class* After the small groups have completed 
their discussion of item 6* call upon each of the 
spokespersons to report ideaa of the group to 
the class* Finish the discussion by asking the class 
as a whole to respond to the reports of the spokes- 
persons. 



Suggestions for Teaching the Lesson 

Opening the Lesson, Ask students to read the 
first paragraph in the introduction to the lesson, 
which discusses the targe domain and land claims 
of Virginia before the Virginia Act of Cession. The 
paragraph indicates that Thomas Jefferson and 
George Washington were among the prominent 
leaders of Virginia who itfged the state government 
to relinquish western land claims* Aik students to 
offer opinions about why Jefferson and Washing- 
ton favored the Virginia Act of Cesilon* What 
arguments might have been offered in oppoiitlon 
to the Act of Cession? What might have been the 
consequences for the United Stotes if Virginia's 
government had not made the Act of Cession? 
How did the Virfinia Act of Cession create new 
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A TYPICAL TOWNSHIP 
6 MILES SQUARE 




From: George de Huszar, al, Basic American DocU' 
merUs (Ames, Iowa: Littlefield, AdarnM & Co, 1956), 
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lesson 2 



Beginnings of a Federal Land Policy; 
The Ordinances of 1784 and 1785 



I lioinaB Jofforson was proud of his .^tiito of 
JL Virginia, which in 1784 was Iho largust of thu 
thirteen Unitod Statas of America, It consisted of 
the proBent state (1987) plus tho aroas encom* 
passod today by the states of West Virginia and 
Kentucky, It included more than 100,000 square 
miles and vvae consldorably larger than Great 
Britain and Ireland* FuHnermore, Virginia had 
strong claims to territories north and went of the 
Ohio River. At the urging of JefferBOn, Washings 
ton, liMl niher ^iMft leaders, the Virginia govcriv 
ment rellnquishod itn claims to the western ter^ 
ritory in a generous Act of Cession, which was 
accepted by the United States Congress in March, 
1784, Other states with claims to western ter- 
ritories followed Virginia-s lead, and the govern- 
ment of the United States was faced with problems 
of how to deal with this vast national domain. The 
two mcyor problems were how to govern the west- 
ern territories and how to distribute land system- 
atically and fairly to people who wanted to settle 
there. Attempts to solve these two problems 
were made by the Ordinances [laws] of 1784 
and 1785. 

The Ordinance of 1784 

On March 1, 1784, the very day that Virginia's 
Act of Cession was accepted by Congreis, Thomas 
Jefferson, as chairman of a congressional com- 
mittee, presented a plan of government for the 
western territories, Jefferson's plan was debated 
by members of Congress and passed on April 23 
as the Ordinance of 1784. 

Provisions of the Ordinance of 1784, Jefferson *s 
Ordinance of 1784 provided **that so much of the 
territory ceded or to be ceded by individual states 
to the United States , , , shall be divided into 
distinct states. . , ,** 

The Ordinance of 1784 outlined a three'Stage 
plan whereby a territory could advance to state- 
hood, Dujring it^e one, settlers could meet to 
establish **a tempomry government, to adopt 
the constitution and laws of any one of the original 
states*' as a guide to the government of the ter- 
rito^. 

Stage two would be reached "when any [t^r- 
rito^l shall have acquired 20,000 free inhabitants, 
on gi^ng due proof thereof to Conpess, they shall 



receive from ihmn authority with appointments 
of time and place to call a convention of represent- 
ativcs to establish a permanent constitution and 
Hovernment for thenisolves provided that both 
tho temporary and permanent governments be 
established on these principles [following here] 
m their basis," 

First, the new states to bo creuted in the West 
should **forever remain a part of , , , tho United 
States of America.-' 

Second, they ghuuld **he subject to the Articles 
of Confederation" and to all the laws of the 
central govornment, as the original thirteen states 
were bound by these laws. 

Third, they should not interfere with the land 
policies of the United States government. 

Fourth, they should **be subject to pay a part 
of the federal debts , . , according to the same 
common rule" that is applied to the other states. 
Fifth, they should not impose taxes on lands 
belonging to the United States government. 

Sixth, **their respective governments shall be 
republican" in form; that is, government by rep- 
resentatives of the people who are elected by 
eligible voters. 

The third and final stage of government would 
be reached whenever the population of a ter- 
ritoi^ was as large **as any one of the least nu- 
merous of the thirteen original states," At that 
time, a tenritory "shall be admitted by its deU 
egates into the Congress of the United States 

on an equal footing with the said original states 
If 

Jefferson's original proposal included a clause 
that would have outlawed slavery or involuntary 
servitude in all of the western teCTitories, This 
clause was narrowly vot^d down by the Conpess 
and was not Included in the Ordinance of 1784, 

Significance of the Ordinance of 1784. The 
specific provisions for government In the Ordi* 
nance of 1784 were not to be put in operation 
untU after the lands had been purchased from 
the Indians and offered for sale to settlers moving 
into these lands. Before this happened, Conpess 
passed a new law for governance of the Northwest 
Tenritory, the Ordinance of 1787, which super- 
seded the Ordinance of 1784, Jefferson's ordi* 
nance was thus nullified. 
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Boma k\mm in i\w Ordinanco of 1784 livod on^ 
and wmo included in t\m Ordinnneu uf 17H7, 
(ProviBlDns uf l\m Ordinanco of 1787 uro prti* 
sented In Lossons 4, 5, and 0.) Purthormoru, 
Jeffurson*s propohal to bini Blavory bocmmo pari 
of tho Ordinuhccj uf 1787 , 

It is intercatlng to note that Joffcrson's anti^ 
slavery proposal had ap|)lied to all nnw tcrritorieB 
of the United States, north and Houth of the Oliio 
Rjvor--not mort5ly to tho NorthwoBt TOTitory, If 
it had been acjtod upon in tho 1780b and in effect 
thereafter, a basic caune of America's tragic Civil 
War might have been romovod. 

The Ordinaneoof 1785 

ThomaB Jefferson also worked on a plan for 
dividing and distributing the land in the Weet. He 
made a report to ConaroBH in May^ 1784, that 
propogcd an Drdorly means of surveying and selling 
tho land to settlor^. Jefferson's report was the 
baBis fur the land ordinance that Congresa enacted 
about one year iaier on May 20, 1786. Tho Land 
Ordinance of 1785 had three main purpoBOs: (1) 
to survey land systematically, (2) to sell it to 
settlers in an orderly and fair manner, and (3) to 
me money from the sale of lands to pay off debt^ 
from the War of Independence, 

Provisions of the Ordinance of 1785, Thia law 
provided "that the territory ceded by individual 
States to the Unitod StateSj w^hlch has been pur- 
chased of the Indian inhabitants, shall be dis- 
posed of in the following manner. . . , The 
Surveyors . . , shall proceed to divide the said terri- 
tory into townships of sk miles square, by lines 
running due north and south, and others crossing 
these at right angles, as near as may be, unlesn 
where the boundaries of the late Indian purchaees 
may render the same impracticable, , , . ** 

In accordance with the law, townships were 
set up to measure six miles square. They were 
divided by north-iouth and east-west lines surveyed 
at intervals of one mile. In this way, thirty-sue 
sections were created in each township. 

Each section of a township— one mile square, 
640 acres—was numbered from 1-36, as Indicated 
by the diapam on page 12, Each section could be 
further divided into half-sections (320 acres), 
qu^ter-sections (160 acres), and smaller units, 
such as 80 acres. 

In each township, lection 16 was to be set 
aside to provide funds for public schools. Sec- 
tions 8, 11, 26, and 29 would be reserved for 
use by the United States government. Remaining 
land In each township was to be sold at public 
auction for at least one dollar an acre. The buyer 
would get a deed for his land that would be re- 
corded In the state's land office. 

14 
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Mignificance uf the Ordinanco of 178B» On May 
30, 1785, Ri(?h«rd Henry Lmi, n^prmmUiUvc to 
CungreBS from Virfdnla, wrotn to \m friend and 
colloaguo, James Madifi^n: **We have aflor much 
Uebato indeod and gruat waste of time, at lant 
passed an QrdinancG fcr dinpuslng of such part of 
tho Lands N. W, of tho Ohio m belongH to the U.S. 
and have boon piirchaiiod of the IndianB. If this 
pnjvoH agreeable to the public, it wjil extinguish 
about 10 Million of the public debt, , . , ihiH 
source docs indeed dosarve our warmoBt cultivation 
as it seems to be almost the only one that we have 
for discharging our opjirossive debt, , , 

Soon after passage of tho Ordinance of 1785, 
Hurvuyors were in eastern Ohio to lay out town^ 
ships as specified in the new law. Under direction 
of Thomas Hutchins, Geographer of the United 
States, seven ranges wore surveyed by the end of 
1787. Thu way xvm paved for piirohaso arKl settle 
ment of tho first segment of tho Northwest Tor- 
ritory organised under laws of the United States. 

Reviewing and Reflecting on Facts and Ideas 

1, What problems concerning the western ter- 
ritories of the United States were faced by the 
United States Congress in 1784 and 1785? 

2, What was the contribution of Thomas Jefferson 
in helping Conpess to respond to its problems 
with the western territories? 

3, Why was Jefferson disappointed with the final 
version of the Ordinance of 1784? 

4, Write a brief (no more than 200 words) sum- 
mary of the Ordinance of 1784, 

5, Write a brief (no more than 200 words) sum- 
mary of the Ordinance of 1785, 

6, Why were the Ordinances of 1784 and 1785 
important in the development and expansion 
of the United States? 
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TtMching Plan for Lesson 3 



Origins and Development in Congress 
of the Northwest Ordinance^ 1785-1787 



Prt!view of Main Points 

ThiH loHson doKcribos how tho 1787 Northwest 
Ordinanae whb intrcHluccd into Congroas, dclib- 
orated upon by membors of Congross^ and finally 
enacted on July 13, 1787. The roles of Thomas 
Jeffenon, James Monroo, and Nathan Dane hi 
ereating and passing the Ordinance of 3787 are 
eKamined. 

Currieulum Connection 

This lesson can bo used in junior high/middle 
Hehool and high nchool American hiatory muum. 
An entry point for the lesson is the standard 
teKtbook discuHsion of govi^rnment under the 
Articles of Confederation and the U. S. Congress' 
enactnient of land pDlinieB eulminating In the 
Ordinance of 1787. The lesson can also be in- 
corporated into high school coursea in civics or 
government. It can be used to illuminate the law* 
making process in Congress during the Confederal 
tion period. 

Objectives 

Students are expected to: 

1, Identify reasons for Congress' actions to replace 
the Ordinance of 1784. 

2. Deacribe the roles of several leaders, including 
Jefferson, Monroe, and Dane, In the making of 
the Ordinance of 1787 . 

3. Describe how Congress proceeded to enact the 
Ordinance of 1787, 

4, Analyze and make judgments about information 
in a primary source, Nathan Dane's letter to 
Rufus King. 



Suggestions for Teaching the Lesson 

Opening the Lesson. Ask students to road the 
introduction to the IcHson, which Indicates tho 
main points of the Imon. Review the purposes 
of this lesson and then liave students read the 
rest of the lesson. 

Developing the Lesson. Assign Items 1 to 3 
at the end of the lesson. After students complete 
thneo items, conduct a classroom discussion about 
them. Assign item 4. Tell students to critically 
analy^.e tho letter by Nathan Dane to Rufus King. 
Ask students to prepare answers to item 4, about 
Nathan Dane's letter. Inform them that a panel 
of three students will be called upon to report 
their answers to item 4 and to lead a classroom 
discussion about Nathan Dane's letter. 

Concluding the Lesson. Select three students to 
constitute a panel to report their analyses of 
Nathan Dane*s letter. Ask each student to give a 
brief report of his/her answers to item 4, Invite 
other students to ask questions or make comments 
in response to tho panel roportH. Have the panelists 
lead this discussion on the analysis of Dane*s letter. 
During this discussion, encourage students to back 
up their answers with evidence from this lesson. 
Encourage students to request their fellow students 
to ground their judgments about Dane's claims in 
his letter with evidence drawn from this lesson. 
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Losson 3 



Origins and Developmenf in Congress 
of the Northwest Ordinance, 1785-1787 



On July 13, 1787, the CongroBS of the UnltotJ 
States onactoU a plan for govmunont in tlio 
Nnrthwest Territory, the area north and wont of 
the Ohio River that had boon acquired throu^^h the 
Troaty of Faris in 1783. Main ideas of tho Or^ 
dinunco of 1787, also called the Nortlnvont Or^ 
dinancc?, wero estabhHhed through doHbenitifinH in 
Vonmsn that began in 17ft5. 

Nathan Dune, a member of Conwtem from Mm^ 
saehuHetts, was a r^rimary author of thiN Nor^hwefit 
Ordinance, but James Monroe of Virginia also 
ma le important uontrlbutions, and several other 
members of CongresB made minor uontributlDna 
to the final shape of the Ordinance. Thomas 
Jcfforson, in faris, France, as ambas^dor from 
the United Statea, had an important part in this 
undertaking too; he had written the Ordinunce 
of 1784, which was the source of core ideaa in the 
Ordinance of 1787. 

The Ordinance of 1787 provided for lawful and 
orderly settlement of western lands and a sy^^ 
tematic means for political advancement from the 
status of a tonritory of the United States to a 
state within the Federal Union, on equal terms 
with all of the other itates. Thus, it was decided- 
once and for all-that these territories would not 
be held indefinitely as colonies, in a subservient 
relationship to the original thirteen states. The 
general principles of this Northwest Ordinance 
were applied beyond the boundaries of the North- 
west Territory and became the framework by 
which thirty-one of today's fifty states entered 
the Federal Union. Main ideas of the Norths 
west Ordinance are presented in Lessons 4, 5, and 
6, This lesson tells how the Northwest Ordinance 
was originated, shaped, and enacted during a 
two^year period from 1785 to 1787. 

Reopening of Debate on Governance 
of the Western Territories 

Members of Conpess had never been wholly 
satisfied with the Ordinance of 1784, and they 
wanted to change it. Many representatives thought 
that Congress did not have enough control over 
the establishment and development of govern-' 
ment in the new territories. They also were 
starting to think that the population requirements 
for self-government and statehood should be 



changed. OtIterH lielievcd, unHke ThomaB Jeffc^r- 
son, that there should bo only « few nWm made 
out of the Northwest Territory, perhaps no more 
than three to five statCH. In addition, there were 
forecH in CongresH, led by Rufuf. King of Massnchu- 
Hctts, that watilod to prohibit hl ivery in the weat^ 
ern tcrritoricH, and King [jrcMsed for this change 
in thi> trrritcjrinl polWy u( Omun't^^^ 

,himm Munrf»e, member of (jongrcHH from Vir* 
ginia, was a friend and Hii|>puricr of Jefferson; 
nonetheless, he believed that the Ordinance of 
1784 should be changed. In 1785, Monroe 
traveled across the Appalachian Mountains to see 
for himself conditions in the western territories 
and to think about what should be done to modify 
the national land policy. When he returned to 
Congress near the end of 1785, Monroe con* 
curred with most of the prevailing criticisms of the 
Ordinance of 1784 and recommended that a com^ 
mittee of Congress formulate a new policy on 
governance of the western territories* Congresi 
agreed with Monroe and appointed him as chair- 
man of the new committee. 

On May 9, 1780, Monroe presented his com- 
mittee's firit report, which outlined a threc-stage 
plan by which a territory would advance to state* 
hood. This plan— a combination of ideas in Jeffer* 
son's Ordinance of 1784 and Monroe^s own ideas- 
would become part of the new Ordinance of 1787. 
Writing to Jefferson in Paris on May 11, 1786 
Monroe reassured his friend: ''The most important 
principles of the Act tOrdinanc^o of 17841 are _ . 
preservVl in this report," Of course. Important 
changes had aim been made having to do with 
tighter control by Congress over territorial gov- 
ernment in stages one and two and acljuHtment of 
the population re(iuiromonts for advancement to 
statehood, 
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Preparation of the Final Draft 
of the Northwest Ordinance 

Monroe's report was debated In Conpess and 
returned to his committee, which revised it. On 
September 18, 1786, Congress reconstituted the 
committee because Monroe had left Congre^, 
William S, Johnson of Connecticut became the 
new committee chairman, and Nathan Dane of 

17 



mmmivmmm <Hiit?wni m a Ivmilm immin^' uf 
thi? iumniitiep* IJurlng iho ncmt fnw riKMiliiB 
signifieiint lirlfliilfiii^ worn miidr U? i\w proposod 
<irdl»nni!iij IfK^liKlirig provisions rilmiit imn i,y 
rifihtru iho ?i«rictiiy iif mnirncin, and viiriouH c ivil 
lilH»rtli»g, Niitluiti Dahc! playr»d n mnjor |)art iti 
Ihis work* but* as was tnio of Monroi?, Dani! dn?w 
upon Thomas Jefferson'a ideas. 

From April to July, 1787, tho propoged Nortlv 
wmi Ofdinaiu'f? wm \n\i ioto iin final form, Nathan 
Pane had ihv major rola hi compiUng this Hnal 
draft, whjnh vvitH immmUM to CoiiKre^s on July 
11, By thl^ timt* Edward CarrhiKton of Virghiia 
wai cthairrnan of the conunUtee on syimlvtn MOVc*rn- 
mml^ \mi Nathan Dancj continued to ho the 
leading rnomhftr of the comrnlttiun Coupons 
made aomr» minor changes in the O dinanct? of 
1787 and pmmd it by unanimouj voto of the 
i^lghi nliiim rt*prosent(?d In Congrtms on July 13. 
Of elghtcini members of Congtens in attendance 
at ihk meeting, only Mr. Yato^ of New York voted 
ugHiiiHt enaCtiiUinl of the Norlhweiit Ordinance. 
Following the record of the vote in Confcress: 
MAS8ACIIUS15TO-Mr. lloUen, ay^ 

Mr* Dane, ay , , Ay* 

NEW YORK-Mf. Smith, ay; Mr. Haring, ay; 

Mr* Yoteg, no. Ay 
NEW JEIISE Y-^Mr. Ciark, ay: 

Mr* Schurenmn^ ay .Ay. 
DELAWARE-Mr. Kearney, ay; 

Mr* Mitchell, ay. . . , .Ay. 

VIRGINIA-Mr. Grayson, ay; Mr, H. Lee, ay; 

Mr. Carrlngton, ay; , Ay, 

NORTH CAROLINA-Mr, Blount, ay; 

Mr, Hawkins, ay .Ay. 
SOUTH CAROLINA-Mr. Kean, ay; 

Mr. Huger, ay; . , Ay . 

GEORaiA" Mr, Few, ay; 

Mr* PtereL% ay * Ay* 

In a letter to Rufus King, only three days 
after paasage of the Ordinance of 1787, Nathan 
Dane wrote about inclusion of an idea that King 
had proposed in 1785 -^th# prohibition of slavery 
and involuntary servitude. This provision was 
not in the ordinance as it was reported by the 
committee to Congres.^. The provision was moved 
by Dane as an amendment and pamd unanimously 
as the final action before the amended ordinance 
was approved by Congress, 

Here is what Dane wrote to King: 

hav^ htm employed about several objects, the 
prinelpa) of which have been the Government enclosed 
(the ofdlnance) and . , , you will (ItJ Is ^mpleted, , . , 
We tried oat day to patch up M(onroe*is system of 
W{titem] govemment-iUrted new Ide^ and committed 
the wholt to ttrrtngton, Dane, R* H. Lee, Smith and Kean» 
Wt met ^veml times, and at last agreed on ^me prtnelpte^ 
■.^ Itast I^, Smilh and myi^lL We found oumlvei «ther 
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preMfi, 'V\w Oh In Coinprtfiy ujipt^iiriui to purchn^o m larKe 
tract uf FiHlorfil Iflri'l: lilioiil n\H tn mvm mWlUmn of 
m rvn-nmi w«f wftiiitMl Iti iibf>ihh \\w iM nynimn mul pi 
ri hviivr amy fur i\w ^ovmnnvui of ihv rnuntry^ ^rul wi) 
fiiiriliy foiinii H rMfH'ssHry to iMlopl fho hmi nymm wn 
coiikl jifit, All nitmi finally to Hid ctuiusi'tl plan, rxcppl 
A. Ytile^, llfi ftppt^iin?d in tltli m In tnoui tnhm, 
tm lit uiHit'rstaiul (he subject ni all. When I drew the 
nrtlinnnce (which pii^^erl, ii few worcls excpphul. m I 
nri^hjftlly rnnnc?tl it) I haif no Mm i\w BMm would agree 
to tho sixth liftldfi, prohlbUinii slnvery . . . hm\ thi^rofore 
omitted it In thii draft; but, fiiHlinii the Hmm favoffibly 
dhposfd on this subjoct, aftc?r wc? Iiiid wrnplotfMl tim 
othi^r parts, I mtmnl tho (irtlcb% whkh was a|{rBt»d to 
without uppoiiitlon. 

And sOp Nathan Dimo niade strong rhiirns for 
his contributions to the? Northwest Ordinanct*, 
Huwovor, ono should rcmombor that JamoB Monroo 
and Thqrnas Jefferson, who originally advir uDd 
the ban on slavery in tho West, also dof ^vo a 
groat deal of cnidit for the shape and subntanco of 
thr^ 1787 Narthwost Ordinance. 

This Ordinance of 1787, enactt^d at thci mmt 
iUm that the ConHtitutinnal Convention was 
meeting in Philadelphia, was the la^t, and perhaps 
mmt significant, achievement of govornmpnt uiidor 
tho Articles of Confedoration. Within the nent 
eleven monthg, ropregentatives of the people 
ratified the Conititutlon of 1787, thereby nul- 
lifying the ArticlOB of Confederation, The Or- 
dinance of 1787 endured; it was reaffirmed un^ 
animously in 1789 by the fi^t iemon of Co?^ 
gresi under the new Constitution, Lesions 4, 5, 
and 6 present in detail the content of the Or- 
dinance of 1787. 



Reviewing and Reflecting on Facts and Ideas 

1. Why did Congress decide to create a new pohcy 
for governance of the western territories that 
woiild supersede the Ordinance of 1784? 

2. What were the rolei of the following individuals 
in making a new law on governance of tlie 
western territories, the Ordinance of 1787? 
a* Thomas Jefferson 

b, Rufus King 

c, James Monroe 

d, William Johnson 

e, Nathan Danci 

3. Describe the process by which Conpress enacted 
the Ordinance of 1787, 

4. Examine the letter from Nathan Dane to Rufus 
King at the end of this lesson, 

a, What claims did Dane make about his con- 
tributions to the making of the Northwest 
Ordinance? 

b. Given other facts in this lesson, what is your 
judgment of Dane*s claims? To what extent 
do you agree or di^gree with them? 
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Teaching Plan for Lesson 4 

What Is the 1787 Northwest Ordinance? 



Preview of Main VnlntH 

ThiH ImHim rlofincs the North wohI Ordinunco. 
Main klniH in tho douuinent are (•InrififKl and 
diainiBmKJ. IdOfiH on f^tm^rnunco nrid civil libi^rtloM 
atul rinhis aro hljihllfihted, 

Ciirriciiluni Connection 

'Hm IcBHun iH Huital)k? i'ur u,so in Ainorinni 
lory eouWB in junior hi^h/nilddlc* ndmnh md In 
high school courses In Amerlran hislcjry, govorn^ 
mont, and tnvics, Toac herK of junior high/middh^ 
school studDny, howovnr, mlMht want to asNlun 
only limm I iu 3 al thu t^nd of the^ losson; iit^mi^ 
4 to 6 are more compliuatcul and t^hallenMiim. 
nigh school history and governniont toachers 
iniiiht want to hav«^ thoir students road thi* North* 
wc3t Ordinance in nddition to tht* mntorial for 
students provided in thin This document 

Is located in the AppendiK. 

Objectives 

Students are expected to: 
1. Define key terms in the Northwest Ordinanciv 
2* Describe main characteristics of the process by 

which a territory eould move to Bintehood under 

the Northwest Ordinance, 

3. Identify civil liberties and rights guaranteed by 
the Northwest Ordinance* 

4. Compare and contrast civil liberties and rights 
in the Northwest Ordinance with those in tlie 
Constitution of 1787 and of the Conititutlon 
as amended in 1791, 

5. Make judgments about the imr>ortance or worth 
of main Ideas in the Northwest Ordinance, 



Hugjiestionii for Teaching the Lmmm 

Opening tho I^sison. Ask BtiidentH to read the 
introduction to thin Umnn, which m covered in the 
first two paragraph?* on the firBt paye of th(! lesion, 
Then ask them if they have ever heard of the 
Northwest Ordinance, Poll studentK informally 
to find out what they know about this document 
a!id ita significance in American history, U«e this 
introductifHi to the lesion to establish the main 
purposes or fjlyeetlveB of tho Kubsequent reading 
aHsignment, 

f)rvplnpin|T th<^ f^H^mnJfave stfidentH read the 
nn tire lesfKin, Assign items 1 to 3 at the end of 
the lesson. Ulgh school tfnrhers also mi^ht want 
to have students read tho entire document after 
tlioy read the Jesson, which can servo as an in- 
troduction and overview of main ideas In the doc- 
ument, TeacherB who choone this approach will 
find it convenleni to make and distribute copies 
of the Northwest Ordinance, which k located hi 
the Appendix, 

Conduct a class discussion of responses to 
items 1 to 3 at the end of this lesson. Make use 
of the table in the lesson to focus attention of 
students on main provisions of the governance 
procedures in the Northwest Ordinance, 

Concluding the Lesson, Teachers of eighth 
grade students might want to conclude the lesson 
with a discussion of the relative Jmportance of 
different civil liberties and rights in the Northwest 
Ordinance. 

High school teachers, and some eighth grade 
loaehors, might conclude the lesson by assigning 
items 4 to 6 at the end of the lesson* Item 4 is 
the most complicated and challenging of these 
items and perhaps should be reserved for high 
school students only. 

Teachers who assign item 6, the essay, might 
wish to select two or three students to read their 
essays to the class and to invite responses to the 
essays as a way of launching a class discussion 
about the importance of the Northwest Ordinance 
today and in the past. 
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Ohio and N. W. 'IVrritory, 1805 
Th^ IBOi version of thm W, Barker map was the tim miip thin would lalt'f bvcomi^ ilw slatt^H of Indiiuin and Illinois, 
to us© the term Indiana Terrltofy to rncompi»s Iho area Courtc^sy Indiana Hi Jiirtcrd .S<irkMy, 
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What Is the 



In iim, the Congresi^ of tho UnikHl StaiOH, 
acting under the AvUclm of ConMloratlon, 
pmnad th<i Nortliwest Ordinaiuje, Thk motion was 
thif outekinding acliloveniunt of government under 
the Articles, a guvernment which aeonicd other- 
wkc inept and impotent. Historians today rank 
the NurthweBt Ordinance m u basic document in 
the A?iiorlean heritage, one that ranks in impor^ 
tance only behind the Declanitioii of liulerHHidenee 
and the Constitution of 1 787 . 

Some of our greatest prOBidontn have praisnrJ 
the Northwest Ordinance, President Franklin 
n. Iloosevolt called it **thnt third great charter . . . 
the highway . , , over which poured the westward 
march of our civilization . , . the plan on which 
the United States waB built,'* President Theo- 
dore Roosevelt said that the Northwest Ordl^ 
nrinco would "over rank among the foremost of 
American State papers, coming in that little group 
which includes the Declaration of Independence, 
the Cougtitution, Washington's Farewell Address, 
and Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation and 
Second Inaugural/* Both Presidents Washington 
and Lincoln also lauded the Northweat Ordinance 
as the foundation for iettlement and expansion of 
the nation. 

What is the Northwest Ordinance? Why is it 
so important in the American heritage? Why 
should Americans today know about It and value 
it? 



The Northwest Ordinance: A Definition 

An ordinance is a type of law passed l>y a leg* 
islature that is dependent upon a higher governing 
body for all of its authority. In the American 
syBtem of government today, we refer to acts of 
local government as ordinances. This indicates 
that the local government (for eKample, a city or 
town government) is subordinate or inferior to 
the government of the state In which it is located. 
Ordinancei of the local governments of Indiana, 
for example, must comply with state statutes 
(laws), passed by the Indiana General Assembly 
and approved by the governor, and with the Con- 
stitution of the state of Indiana. These ordinances 
are issu^ under authority planted by the higher 
government, in this instance, the state govern- 
ment. In the 1780s, the actB of CongresB wem 
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1787 Northwest Ordinance? 



mllml ordinmweu (not Hiatutm) to indicate that 
thv Coniinm und(*r thv ArtiateH of Confadmttion 
iiHiB Biibord incite to the thirteen Biate governnwntH 
of the United States. 

The NorthwoHt Orduiance provided for tho 
«overninent at tcrritoiy north and went of the 
Ohio River. It [)roniiBed eventual Btatehood, on 
equal termsi with other nlnim; not loss than three 
nor moTv than five state s were to \m carved out of 
the area, It CBtablinhed a process for moving 
Uiruugh stages of territuriul governmeiil to petition 
for Htat(?hoofl The Northwest Ordinance alBo reaf* 
firmed n Byiitem for dividing land that wan ijct forth 
in the Land Ordinance of 1785, Finally, the 
Northwest Ordinance contained six '^articles 
of compaet, between the original States and the 
people and States" of the Northweat Temtoiy, 
Vhmv ^irtieles guaranteed civil liberties and rights 
to the inhabitants of the territoiy. Following are 
brief discussions of these main aspectB of the 
Northwest Ordinance: (1) government and state^ 
hood and (2) civil liberties and rights. 

Provisions for Territorial Government 
and Achievement of Statehood 

The Northwest Ordinance included a plan by 
which a territory could advance gradually to 
statehood, on equal terms with all other states 
of the United States. This plan involved three 
stages described in the table on the following page, 
The final acts of the third stage of government 
under the Northwest Ordinance involved petition 
for statehood by the territory to the Congress of 
the United States. The Congress was obligated to 
pant statehood through an enabling act if the 
petitioner satisfied all conditions for statehood in- 
dicated in the Northwest Ordinance. These con^ 
ditions included a state constitution that provided 
a '^republican form of government" (government 
by representatives elected by the people). In 1803, 
Ohio became the first part of the Northwest Ter* 
ritory to achieve statehood. Indiana became a 
state in 1816, and Illinois entered the Federal 
Union in 1818. Michigan (1837) and Wisconsin 
(1848) were the fourth and fifth states to be 
formed from the Northwest Territory'. A small 
part of the original Northwest Territory was in- 
cluded within the boundaries of Minnesota, which 
became a state in 1858. The 1787 Northwest 
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stages of Governmont under the Ncirthwesl OrcHtiajit*o 



Territorial Eiuim 


KlifClocJ & AppolntiHl Off it iiilH 


Lnwrniikln^ Body ^ 


First Stflgo 

'Ffltnl i^liittiilnt iiitl Wifttiiftns 

fijwiir thitn 
5,000 fltiult nittU^ft 


Tnrritorlnl Oovcrnnr ^ 

ThrofiJuilKOS / hy U,B. C«nMn^.« 


Govornur ft Jtidifes mnkp lawn 


Socotul Stage 

Total popuhttiDn ineituh'fi 

mofi* ilinn 

5,000 aflult mah'ft 


TcrrltariftI Oovcrnor 

Secretary 

Three Judges 

Torritorilll DelOillliQ fnon-vnllrii'l in \] ^ Cnnirri*pu^ 

ejected by torritorial leghloturo 


IJIcitrnern! Le^blature 

Lower lloufjc: Voters elect 
representatlveBi one representa- 
tive for each 600 men 

Upper House: iMve members 
appointed by U. Conjfrpsri 


Third Btap 
Total population k 
iTiore f ban 
60,000 inhabitants 


Votcro cloet delcptcs to wrltn a state con.^titution 

Submit potltlon for statehood to U, s. Conposs 

Receive approval of Congrets to enter Federal Union 
on equal t^nni with other states 

Eloct & a|»point state governn\ent oftM ial^ tttcordUig 
to the state conititutlon 


Legislature set-up In tcrm.^ of 
state constitution 



Ordinance was tho model by which thirty'one of 
the fifty American states advanced from territorleB 
of the United Statog to Btatehood, 

Civil Liberties and Rights 
in the Articles of Compact 

The 1787 Northwest Ordinance includes sLx 
"Articles of Compact/' A compact is an agree- 
ment between two parties, which may not be 
brokon without mutual consent of those who made 
it* The Northwest Ordinance says that the fol- 
lowing six articleb "shall be considered as articles 
of compact, between the original States and the 
people and States in the said territoi^t and forever 
remain unalterable^ unless by common consent," 
The Articlea of Compact provide aiuil liberties and 
rights to the people; government officials may 
NOT legally take away these rights or Uberties, 

ARTICLE L Provides freedom of religion, 

ARTICLE IL Guarantees the privilege of the 
writ of habeas corpus, A writ of habeas corpus 
requires officials to bring a person whom they have 
arrested and held in custody before a judge in a 
court of law. Officials who are holding the pris- 
oner must convince the Judge that there are lawful 
reasons for holding the prisoner* If the judge 



finds their reasons for holding the prisoner unlaw- 
fulf then the court frees the suspect. The writ of 
habeas corpus is a great protection for individuals 
against government officials who might want to 
jail them only because they belong to unpopular 
groups or criticize the government, 

Several other rights qxq guaranteed to persons 
accused of crimes, such as trial by jury, protec- 
tion against cruel and unusual punishment, and 
prevention of eKcesaive bail as a condition of 
release from jail while awaiting a trial Finally, 
ARTICLE II says that persons are protected 
against government acts that would deprive them 
of life, liberty, or property without due process 
(fair and proper legal procedures) and that would 
deprive them of property without fair compensa- 
tion, 

ARTICLE III. States the importance of schools 
and education for all people. This article also 
states that the Indian people of the Northwest 
Territory should be treated fairly* 

ARTICLE IV, Indicates several responsibilities 
of territories and states, which include the obliga* 
tion of paying a fair share of twes, of respecting 
and abiding by th^ Articles of ConfedeTation (later 
the Constitution of the United States), and of 
perpetual membirship in the Federal Union, 
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AUTiCLE V, Provldofi for admimkm into iho 
Union of not \mn than throd nor more than fivt* 
ntutm from tho Nurthwont Tmriioty, Thmii ntatos 
**Hhii!l bo utlmittod" mio lha Uiiitod States ''m an 
oquiil footing with tho original Btatas, in all ro* 
Hpocts whatovcir; anti Bhcill bo ui liborty to form n 
pormfuuinl constitution and State «avornmont»'* 
Of course, ppoplo In tho territory soeking ninle- 
hood had tho rosponsibillty of followinfi uxautly 
all proviBions of the Northwest Ordinance, 

AUTICLE Vr. Bans Hiavery or invfjluntary 
servitude (having to work for othern against one's 
will). 

Reviewing and Henectlng on Facts and Ideas 

1. Define the followind terniN. Give an uxample 
that fitB each definition. Explain how each 
term fits into or is related to the 1787 North- 
west Ordinance. 

a. ordinanee 

b, compact 

c, civil liberties 

d. writ of habeas corpua 

o. republican form of government 

2, What are main differences in the first, second, 
and third stages of governrnent prescribed in the 
Northwest Ordinance? Identify at least three 
differences between stage one and stage two. 
Identify at least three differences between stoge 
two and stage three. 



What civil llhortipH and rights of the people are 
provided by the Norihwciit Ordlnanco*? Select 
three of these civil libertleH and righiK that you 
think are the mont important. Why» in your 
judgment, are they tnore IhiporUmt than the 
other liberties and rlghtB? 

4. Look at a copy of the fir^^t ten amendments to 
tho Constitution of the United Stateg. These 
amendmentH are known as THE BILL OF 
lilOHTS. EKamino Article I, Soetions 9 and 10 
of the Congtitution. Compare the civil liberties 
and rights provided by the NorthweHt Ordinance 
with those provided in the specified parts of 
the ConHtitution. 

a. Which liberties and rights are jjrovlded in both 
documents? 

b. Which rights and liberties are provided in the 
Constitution but not in the Northwest Ordi^ 
nance? 

c. Which liberties and rights are provided in the 
Northwest Ordinance but not in the Con* 
stitutlon of 1787 and the Bill of Rights of 
1791? 

5. Many American leadersHncluding Presidents 
Franklin Roosevelt, Theodore Roosevelt, Wash- 
ington, and LincoJn--have strongly praised the 
Northwest Ordinance, Do you agree with their 
views? Why? 

6. Is It important for Americans today to know 
about the Northwest Ordinance? Write a brief 
essay in response to this question. 




A Sceno on tho Wabaith 
EngFavpcl nft^r h paintmjl by Gooriie Winter 

Various Indlnn triliei inhabited the lands of the Northwest 
Territory in 1787. Over the next thirty years, as the pio- 
neer settlers of the United States moved westward, tht? 
government renioved the Indlan§ via treatie§ to open the 
lands for settlementi. Artist George Winter in the 1830s 
and 1840i sketehed lon^e of the few Indians remaining in 
northern Indiana. The bulk of his work remains at the 
Tippecanoe County Historical Association, Lafayette, 
cisurtesy Mrs. Cable Ball Winter was surprised by the 
non traditional appearance of the Indians and fully docu* 
mented their lifestyle In his journals and paintings. The 
Indiana Historical ^ciety published his journals in 19 18. 
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Teaching Plan for Lesson 5 

What Does the Northwest Ordinance 

Say about Governance? 



Preview of Main Points 

Tho purpose of this Immn In to intToasn Htu- 
clentR* knowlodp of certain parts of i\w Northwest 
Ordinance that pertain to torritorial Moverninent 
and aehievement of Btatehood, 

Curriculum Connection 

This lesson is suitable for use in American 
history courBOs In junior high/middle school and In 
high Hchool courses in American history, guv<?rn- 
mont, and civics, TeacherH of junior high/middle 
school courses will most likely want to ubo the 
abridged and edited version of the Northwest 
Ordinance, which is attached to the lesBon, as the 
source of evidence in responding to Items 1 to 15 
in the lesson. High school teachers will probably 
want to use the complete version of the document, 
which is located in the Appendix, 

Objectives 

Students are expected to* 

1. Demonstrate knowledge of proceises and plans 
for government in the Northwest Ordinance by 
responding correctly to itemi 1 to IB in the 
lesson* 

2. Support ♦.heir responses to each item by listing 
the correet reference to a parapaph or para- 
graphs in the Northwest Ordinance, 

3. Practice skills in locating, comprehending, and 
interpreting information in a primary source. 



Suggestions for Teaching the Lesson 

Opening the Lesson. Inform students of the 
main points of the lesson. Make sure that students 
understand the directions for the lesson. It might 
be helpful to complete item 1 together in order 
to be certain that everyone understands how to 
complete all items in the lesson and how to use the 
primary source to carry out the assignment. 

Developing the Lesson, Have students work in- 
dividually or in small groups to complete responses 
to all fifteen items of this lesson. If students are 
assigned to work in small groups (four or fiv© to a 
pQup), encourage them to interact with one an- 
other as they complete the items. 

Have various itudents report their answers to 
the sterns in the lesson. Require students to sup- 



purt their anHWcrs with spocific roferencos to the 
NorthwoHt Ordinance, Ank different Btudonts to 
make judgments about the rosponBeB of their peers 
to tho fifteen itomB in this lesHon* 

Concluding the Lesson, Ask students to explain 
what each Item in tho activity has to do with tor^ 
ritorial govcrnmont and achiovoment of statehood. 
Encourage students to ralBO qucBtions about the 
meaning nf provlMions of the Northwest Ordi^ 
nance that pertain to governance. Identify and dis* 
CUBS basic prlneipluH and vnlueg about government 
and citizenship in the United States that are 
embodied in the Northwest Ordinance and are 
associated with the main ideas of this lesson. 
For example, basic principles and values, such as 
majority rule, separation of powers, rule of law, 
limited government, and eonstitutionalism, are 
embodied in the Northwest Ordinance* Ad< 
students: what basic principles and values in the 
American heritage can be found In this document? 
Ask them to identify basic civic principles and 
values in our heritage that are not in this doc- 
ument* 



Answers *o Items 1 - 15 

1 * NO, Paragraphs Nob. 4, 8, 10 

2. NO, Paragraph No, 8 

3. YES, Paragraph No. 5 

4. NO, Paragraph No. 8 

5. NO, Paragraph No. 10 

6. YES, Paragraph No. 10 
7* YES, Paragraph No. 10 

8. YES, Parapaph No* 10 

9. YES, Paragraph No. 18 

10. NO, Parapaph No. 11 
11* NO, ParagraphNo.il 

12. YES, ParapaphsNos. 12, 18 

13* NO, Parapaphs Nos. 3-7 

14* YES. Paragraph No* 3 

15. YES, Parapaph No. 10 
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An Ordinance for the Government of the Territo- 
HY of the United States, North-Weft of tm River 
Ohio. 

toK IT ORDAINED by th.*Unltod Smc% h Cangfcfi aOcmblcd, Tbit the ftid lerrltsry, for ihs purpofei of if roFo* 
" rary H<*v,M<).fiv'nr, bw unu* dulruti fyiij^vi, liuw^vfif Jo be divided into iwo dlllritti. g$ iuiute ciicuwiUncci may 
in thi opifnn at (longfafi, mili*^ iMjciicdJcnt* 

Uj ii ofiUinifd by ihj ^uih^rify alorefaid. Thai thairtifii both of frfidtfir ttid nott-refidgnt pi^pricton \n thefiid tfr^ 
riiary, dying iniutdiie, mall dwfccrid lo, wib^ diftiibuud among iliei' childieiii aad tha defcendafiif of i dvcoaftd chiJd 
In tqjalp^ic* j iliti daVeiidanii of » dyeeafed child or gfind-ehild* to ukethe A*iftof ihrir dtcyafed piirfnt in cquilpatu 
tmo.ig thim * And whjfi ihure bu nochildffo ordyfccndanili thtnin ttiuai pirti to ihg n^Et of kio, jn cdual dfLtrec; 
«fld am ;ng eolUitfuls, the chlldra.i of a deycftfyd btotlmot filkr of ihe iiit^fUfe^ Aillhive in equil paiu among ihim 
rh/ir d-f eafji pireLn ft ire i and there ftill Im no caf^i i diliinOion hetWif ti kiiidred of tha whole ind half blood | fa- 
vihg III ail ealds fo ch^ wulo^ ut ih^ intyftait , lit r ihifd pari of tha ff^ eilate (or Iife,4nd o*ig third part of fhi pfffonal 
tnafw'i ii idthif Uw r.Ufiveio dcfcenisand dowefi ftiall rcmiin In full lojca until altered by iht ligintfur# of the dif« 
truh ^..^And uotH the govi^rnor ind judgti flitll adopc laws as he^^^ afiof at^otioncd, eftates in iht faid iCfiiioiy 
inay be dcvjfid or bm|ii?ath-d by wills m writini, %ntdaadfiikd by him or hk'ri in whom ihi tfltiu may be, (bws 
of luilagej aid iftsAw^d by ihr^i rdeafu, or batgam and 

fab, fi^ncd, f-aKd. audddivered by tht puConbting of full ag^, in whom the frtar^ mgybe, and aiitftcd by two wir- 
mlL% providtfd ftich wills b^ duly proved, and fuch cunvtyaneci bt acknowlfdgd, or iht eiecuiion thmof duly pio* 
ved. and bw' r^^corded within one yyar afsar pioptr miiiilratef, ^ouiti, and refirtfiiftallbf aypolnied for that purpole | 
and peffDna! pmpmy m^y be rran$f >rrud by delivery, favlnf. howmr, to th^ French md Cinadiio Inhabifantt, and 
njher rditkfs ol ihs Kailfaskit:s, Saint Vincent s, and thi fiei|liboyring villagei, who have hfritofore profalfed theffifclvci 
citiuns ot V irginia, their la.viand euftomi now In force asong them, iflativi to the defdcnt and conveyance of pio- 
periy* ' 

B^n ordained by the authority afor^faid, That there ftall be appolatri fromiist to iim, by Congrcfi , a gov€rnof» 
whof€€ommi/ndn ihallc^^^ m force for the terfnof ihreg yeirf, unlefi fooner rf voiced by Congrefti he ftall refidt 
In the diftriA, and have a freehold cftarcthutein, in oai ihoufandacrei of land, while In iheexercjfiof his office. 

Th4jrom*llba appointed froni time to time* by Congreff, a fecretary, whofe eomft*ifl1on 4iJl continyeis force for 
roar yeafi, un|.-fi foone r revoked, he ftall nfii^ la the dillria, aud have a freehold ertatt thtf e in, in five hundied acrea 
^f land, whili in the exergifc of hh office i it Aall be his duty to keep and prefm e the adi and laws paffed by th^ 1§- 
giflituie, and ihe publie recordi of the dinrld, and ihe proceedlR|s of the govmor in hit executive df pirirne iii i and 
iranfffiit auihentie copies of fych adi and procetdia|s, every fm months, to the fecretary of Congrefs i Theie diall al* 
To be appointed a coy ft to confift of three judges, any two of whom to form a courr, who fliall have a common law ju* 
rifdidion, andrefid^inthcdiftfia* and have ^ach thttein a freehold cAate in fiv^ huodrtd acreiofland, while m the 
tjEarcife of their omcsisi and .heir commiiriOHS fliall contiflua ia force dnfiug good behaviour. 

The governor and judgef, or a ma|ority of them, ftall adopt and pyblift In th§ dlftrl^, fuch laws of thi. origioal 
ftates, erimina! and civil, at may be neceffary, and bell fuiied lo iht circumftances of the diliria, and report them to 
Cungrifs, from time lo time, which laws (hall be in forc^ in the dmiia until tha ©rganiiatioa of the General aifceiblr 
therein, ynlifsdifapproved of by CoB|refi i byi tfterwardi tbt l^lUatyip ftall haveauihoriiy to aJter the« as they ftdi 
think nti 

The govftnor for the iSme being, fliall be coramander la chlcfof the miniia, ippobt and comminiori all officers is the 
Tame, beldw thi rank of general affiecn j all general ©fficm ftall beapptinted and commiffioned by Congrefs. 

Prevjous to the orianiiatiOB of theger*ra! aneroWy^thi governor ftall appoint fuch tragiArates and other civil uf^ 
fic^erf , in each €s»»ty or lownftip, as h* «1 had eecefla^ for the pre fervation of the peace and good order lo the fame * 
After thj general anemWy ftaU be orgs. the powers aad dutiei©/ magi Ararei and other civil officen ftall be regu- 
lated and defined by ihe fald aiTcrobly hi., i maglArares and oth^ civil ©ffiCOTg aoi htreia othsrwift dirtaed, fhalK 
dunng the contiiiyanceof this temporary government, be appoiated by the governor* 

For thtpreyention oferimcsand injuries, the laws to be adopted or made ftall have force lo all parts of the diflria, and 
lor the exjcutioii of proccff, criminal and civil, the governur ftall make proper dlvifions rhifeof—and he ftall piocord 
irom time to time, at circumftances may require, to layout the parts of the dirtriaia which the ladian titles ftall have 
b-'en eicin|uifted, into couutieund lownftipt, fubjed, however, to fuch alieraiiont at may thereafter bi* made by the 
Iegi(larure» / 

So foon ai there ftall be fiv? thourand free male iahtbifantf, of full age, In the diftrift, upon p Ivlng prodf rh r^nf 
lo the goveinor, they mall receive authority, with time and place, to cltd repref^ntadvei from iheir counties at umr^ 
ftipi, to reprercnt thsmin the general ^rembly i provldeU that lor every five hundred fre^ mate inhabitint^ ihtfe fnyll 
b.^one representative, and foon projremvely with the number of frte mate Inhabitants, ftall the right of reprvfvniaiioii 
incrtafe, until the number of reprefentarives ftall amount toiweaty-five, after which ihe number s^nd proportion of ft- 
prefenrativi^ ftaUb^ regulated by the !e|inatufe I provided that no perfon be eliflible or qualified to aaa%arepi ^ 
fentatm, «nltrshj ftall havel^eft a citiien of oneof the United States ihret years and be a r^^fident in the diilrictr 
wnhfi he ftall have refid.d in the «*iftria three years, and in either cafe ftall Hkewlfe hold in his owa right, in fee fm- 
pie, iwo hundred acres of land wuhin the fame i—Provldedalfo, that a freehold ia fifty acra of land in tha diftricl 
having bluett a eliii^ of one of Iht Aaw, and being refident In rhe diftri£t i op the like freehold as:d two y^ttt icRI 
dtfice in the diftri^l ftall h$nic^ffi^rY to qualify aman as an tleaor of a reprefentative* 

Tho Ordinance of 1787 
Reproduced from a copy in the National Archive* 
Cuurtety Indiana Historical Society 
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Lesson 5 

What Does the Northwest Ordintince 

Say about Governance? 



Koacl ooch of the toliomtm HlniQtmnin. Declclo 
whother or not each Btatoment doseribos a 
Bituatinn that with tho worda of tha North- 

west Ordinance. If m, immot YES. If not, answer 
NO. Circio the correct answer under oach stato. 
niont. 

Find tho part of tho Northwost Ordinanco that 
HupportB your answer, Idontify tho pariiiiranh(H) 
in the document by amimm nurnber^ to thoni 
(from number 1 at the beginning of the doeument 



to number 18 at ttio end of it). Bo prepared to 
explain your roHpongeH, 

CLUE: Answers to these Items can be found in 
paragraphs numt^er 3 through number 18 of the 
Northwest Ordinance, See the abridged and 
edited copy of the document that is attached to 
this lesson, or your teacher may ask you to work 
with a rnmplete and unedited vnrnlnn of ihi^ doc^ 
ument. 



. Power to make laws was ^iranted only to the 
Kcivernor during the first two stages of ter^ 
ritorial government, 

YES NO 

Number that identifies the relevant para- 
graphed) ^^^^ 



2. AH males over twenty-one years of me. who 
had lived in the territory for nt leant three 
yoars, were eligible to be elected as rep- 
resentatives in the itate legislature (Qeneral 
Asaombly), 

YES NO 

Number that identifies the relevant para- 
graphrs): 



3, The governor had the power and duty to 
command the state militia (armed forces) and 
to select all officers below the rank of generaL 
YES NO 

Number that identifies the relevant para- 
iiraphfsk 



4. All white adults were eligible to vote in elec- 
tions of representatives to the territorial gov- 
ernment, 

YES NO 

Number that identifies the relevant para^ 
wtaiah(B): 



S. The term of office for a member of the 
House of Representatives (the lowtr house) of 



the territorial legislature (General Asscnibly) 
was five years, 

YES NO 

Number that identifies the relevant para- 
graphfs): 

6* In order for a bill (proposed law) to be pn;sed 
by the territorial legislature, it had to receive 
a majority vote of the members of the House 
of Ropresontatives (lower house) and the 
Legislative Council (upper house)- 
YES NO 

Number that identifies the relevant para^ 
graphr^k 

r. Before a bill passed by the territorial leg- 
islature could become a law^ the governor 
had to approve It; if he vetoed (rejected) it, 
the legislature could do nothing to overturn 
the veto, 

YES NO 
Number that identifies the relevant par«v 



8. A territory had to include more than 5,000 
free, adult male inhabitants before it was 
permitted to elect representatives to a ter* 
r!torial legislature. 

YES NO 

Number that identifies the relevant papa- 

Paph(s): 



9, A tortiiory with more than (K)/}00 tmo inhab- 
itants could hold a ttHwontion la write u 
constitution and upply to the United HtntfH 
Congfem for Ktatehood, 

YES NO 

Nnnibor that idontifies tho rclovant |)ara^ 
ferfiph(s):___. 

10* The eligible voters in a territory could clct t a 
representative to the United States Cnn^^resH 
from the territory. 

YES NO 

Number that identifies the relevant jjara^ 

11* The territorial representative to the United 
StateB CungreHB Ijad the aanie riyhtB and 
duties fiB any other member of the Congress, 

YES NO 

Number that identifier the relevant para= 
graph ( s ) : ___________________ 

12, When a territory was accepted into the Union 
as a state, it was considered equal in statUB, 
rightSj and responsibilities to all other states. 



YES NO 

Numlier that identifieB the re!r*vnnt para- 

jjrai)h(H):_„__.___. . 

lii, When a territory had Iohh than 5,000 inhub^ 
itantH, it wan fioverned dlret tly by the pren^ 
uU^iit of th(» United HtatcH. 

YEB NO 

Number tliat Identifies the reh?varu fiara* 

^miph(«)^ 

In. In a t'*iritory wilh fewer than iVOOO inhnlji' 
tnntH, th(* ^oviTnor wan upp()hU» d Ijy tin* I'ni- 
ted Htatt^s (Vuij^reKs, 

YHH NO 

Numl)er that identifieB the relevant para'- 

15. In a territory with fewer than 60,000 inhabit 
tants, the United States Congress appointed 
member^ of the upper house of the terrlto^ 
ial legislature (the Legislative Council), 

YES NO 

Number that identifies the relevant para- 
paph{s) ____ 




THE X787 NORTinVf^ST ORDINANCE (Ideas t,n Govorn«,u-o) 

J'luTT ^''^''^'f'!' ^f"' NorthWimt Ordinance, which indicaio. how mvcrnmrnt uma hv 
eUablM and how n territory could admua statehood. Numbers arc used Ic da^imate the arU„ of 

ins:;" r ^= ' " ' ' s.Li ,.r.,.,L ii 



3i . . * thero shall be a|>poinlo(l from time to 
time by Congress a govc^rnor, whose cammiBsian 
shall continue in force for the term of throe yearH. . 
. . There ahall be appointed , . . by Congress, a 
secretary, whose comniisHion shall cnntinue in 
force for four years. , , , There Bhall alno be 
appointed a court to conBlst of throe juclyos , 
and their eommisBions shall uoiiiinui* in fonM* 
during good behavior. 

4, The governor and judges* or a majority of 
them, shall adopt and publinh in the diBtrict such 
laws ... as may be necessary . . , which laws shall 
be in force in the diBtrict until the organization 
of the general assembly therein^ unless disapproved 
of by Conpess; but afterwards the leglslaturo shall 
have authority to alter them as they shall think fit. 

5. The governor , , , shall be commander in 
chief of the militia, appoint and commission all 
officers in the same, below the rank of general 
officera; all general offieers shall be appointed and 
commissioned by Conpess. . , , 

8. So Soon as there shall be five thousand free 
male inhabitants, of full age, in the district * / . 
they shall receive authority , _ to elect representa- 
tives from their counties or townships, to represtnt 
them in the general assembly . . . provided that no 
person be eligible or qualified to act as a rep- 
resentative, unless he shall have been a citizen of 
one of the United States three years and be a 
resident in the district . , , and . . , shall hold in his 
own right . . , two hundred acres of land within the 
same: Provided also, that a freehold in fifty acres 
of land in the district, having been a citizen of one 
of the states, and being resident in the district 
shall be necessary to qualify a man as an elector of 
a representative. 



ishitivo Couticil, and the United Statf?s Congress 
picked five of thorn to serve on the LegiBlative 
CounciL) And the governor, legiBlative council, 
and housoof reproHontatives, shall have authority 
to make laws in all cases for the good government 
of the diHtrict, not repugnant (opjKiHcd] to the 
princlploH and articles in this ordinance. . , , And 
bills having Fmssed by a m[iji)rit,y in the huuHo, 
and by a majority in the council, shall be referred 
to the governor for hh nmmi\ but no bill or leg- 
islative act whatever, nhall bo of any force without 
his assent. , . . 

11, ... As soon as a legislature shall be formed 
in the district, the council and house . . . shall 
have authority ... to elect a delegate to Congress 
who shall have a seat in Confess, with a right of 
debating, but not of voting, during this temporary 
government, 

18. There shaU be formed in the said teirltoty, 
not less than three nor more than five states . . , 
and whenever any of the said states shall have sixty 
thousand free Inhabitants therein, such state shall 
be admitted . . . into , , , the United States, on an 
equal footing with the original states, in all respects 
whatever; and shall be at liberty to form a per- 
manent constitution and state government: Pro- 
vided the constitution and government, so to be 
formed, shall be republican [government by 
elected representatives of the people], and in 
conformity to the principles contained in these 
articles. . , , 



9. The representative thus elected, shall senre 
for the term of two years, . . . 

10. The general assembly, or legislature, shall 
consist of the governor, legislative council, and a 
house of representatives. The legislative council 
shall consist of five members, to continue in office 
five years. , , . [Membere of the House of Repre. 
sentatives nominated ten candidates for the Leg» 
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Teaching Plan for Lesson 6 



What Does the Northwest Ordinance Say 
about Civil Liberties and Rights? 



Preview of Main Points 

The purpose of thm Ioskoji ih I.o Immmt slu- 
donts' knowlud^o of certain partB of tho Norlh-^ 
woHt Ordlnancct thiit portain to civil Hborlios and 

Currh uhtm Connprtjon 

This lesson in mituhk tor use in Amoricuui 
hifiLory mmnm in junior liigh/niiddle school and 
m hi^h HiihooJ courses In Amerjerm history, fiovurn- 
rnunl. and civics, TeacherB of junior high/middle 
school courses will mo8t likely want to use the 
abridged and edited version of the Northwesi 
Ordinance, which is attached to the lesson, m the 
Hource of evidence in reaponding to items 1 
through 10 in the lesson. High Behool teacherg 
will probably want to use the complete and un- 
edited version of the document, which Is located 
in the Appendbc. 

Objectives 

Students are expected to: 

1* Demonstrate knowledge of civil liberties and 
rights in the Northwest Ordinance by responding 
correctly to items 1 through 10 in the lesson, 

2. Support their responses to each item by listing 
the correct reference to an article in the Articles 
of Compact of the Northwest Ordinance. 

3, Practice skills in locating, comprehending, and 
interpreting information in a primary source, 

Syggestions for Teaching the Lesson 

Opening the Lesson. Inform students of the 
main points of the lesson. Make sure that students 
understand the directions for the lesson. It might 
be helpful to complete item 1 together in order 
to be certain that everyone understands how to 
complete all items in the lesson and how to use 
the primao^ source to carry out the assignment. 

Developing the Lesson. Have students work 
mdividualJy or in small poups to complete re^ 
sponses to aU ten items of this lesson. If students 
are assigned to work in small groups (four or five 
to a poup), encourage them to Interact with one 
another as they complete the items. 

Have various students report their answers to 
the Items in the lesson. Require students to 
support their answers with specific references to 



the Nurthwest Ordinance, A^k differonl sludontB 
to make judMmonts about tho roHpohHos of thoir 
peers to thu ton itoniH in IhiB lesHOh* 

Concluding the Lesson. A^k «tiideru» to explain 
what each item in the activity has to do with civil 
libcrtiOH and rij^hts. By doing fhiB, studontK have 
an opportunity to increase their underBtandinH of 
civil llherticH and rights in the AnuTican horitaiio. 
Ask students to Identify l)aKic civil lihcrticH and 
ri^htN in the Anu'rlcan heritage that can i}c found 
in the Northwogt Ordinance. Ask them to identify 
basic civil liberties and rights In the American heri- 
luge ihnt are not found in the Northwest Ordi^ 
nance. 



Answers to Items 1 *10 



1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10, 



YES, 
NO, 
NO, 
YES, 
YES, 
NO, 
YES, 
NO, 
NO, 



Article VI 
Article I 
Article VI 
Article V 
Article III 
Article II 
Article II 
Article V 
Article 11 



YES, Article II 



0 
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L J%im 7, UO}, M Von Wayne, s^hh the P^bv*3ff«, Sh a if nee, roUwitoml, 

Ih August 13^ ISOJi at Viticefirifs, %*ifh the K^*kBsk\n, 
IIL August 11 

IV. Novrmbff 1, M^, at St. LouU, with ihf ^Juk an*! Foies. 

V. Augu*t II, llOf, *t OfqunfUnil, With the nela%*are*j f*nttwafnmi, M*3mi, = 
Eel Rivefi, soti VVra, j 

Vf, December 30, IIOS» i! Vihcennes, ^Uh iht Turika^khaw, 

VIL ^epifffiber 3 P. ISO^, if Foft Wayn?*, tvith ihe De liiwarr n. Potawitomti 
Mtimi^ Eel Rivef*, and Wea. 

VHf. Ufcembef \%09, if Vlnrenne^,- niih ih? KIckapog, ; 

I 



From: John D Biirnhiirt i^ncl Dofoihy L. Iftker, Indiana 
in IHIG: Thi^ Cahmidl P^riini ihH\\imi^\u\\\%i Indiana tti^- 
loricfti llurrau iiml Iniliann Ifi^,tuneal BociHy, 1971), 377. 
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Lesson 6 



What Does the Northwest Ordinance Say 
about Civil Liberties and Rights? 



Road muh of the following HtatomcrUs, Decide 
whether or not mvh Htutonicnt dcKcrihos a 
situation that agrees with the words of the NortI)- 
west Ordiiiflnce. If ho, nriswcr YEB, If not, answer 
NO, Circle the correct anHWfir under each state- 
ment. 

Find the part of the Northwest Ordinance that 
RUpjKirls your answer. CMiH: AnsWerH to them* 



items can Ijc found In the Articles of Compact in 
tlic latter part of the Northwest Ordinance, klen^ 
tify the number of the Artichj (t^Vl) that supports 
your answer to each item. liefer to the abridged 
and edited veriiion of the Northwe^jt Ordinance 
that Is attached to this JosBon, or your teacher may 
ask you to work with a comrilete and unedlte<I 
vorHion of the document. 



1, InvohHitary serviUide was fiot permiited. 
YES NO 
Number of Article:__ _ 



2. Only people with ChriKtian religious beliefs had 
full rights of citizenship. 

YES 

Number of Article: 



NO 



3. Persons held nn slaves In another territory or 
state could be taken into the Northwest Ter- 
ritory and held there m slaves. 

YES NO 

Number of Article: _ _ 

4. In order to be admitted into the Union, a tcr* 
ritorial government had to draft a stiite con- 
.^titution that agreed with every part of the 
Articles of Compact of the Northwest Or- 
dinance. 



YES 

Number of Articie: 



NO 



5. Schools and other means of education were to 
be encouraged by territorial and state govern^ 
ments. 

YES NO 
Number of Article:__ 



n. inhabitonts wen^ denied the privilege of the writ 
of luibeas corpu*^. 



YES 

Number of Articles 



NO 



7. Property rights were protected by law. 

YES NO 
Number of Article: . 

8. Inhabitants of a territory could draft a con* 
stitution that provided any type of government; 
as long as it was approved by the majority of the 
eligible voters of the territoi^, it would be ac- 
ceptable to the United States Congress. 

YES NO 
Number of Article: 



9, Only property owners had the right of trial by 
jufy if accused of a crime. 



YES 

Number of Article:. 



NO 



10. The government had no right to interfere with 
private contracts made lawfully and without 
fraud. 



YES 

Number of Article: 



NO 
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TinC t7H7 NOtt'lHWKHTOllDlNANCE 

i 

(Artiulos of Cc)rTipa( t) 

Followinff firr mvvrpta from tlia ''Artivhs of 
Compaat** in tlie North wmt (Jrdinmwv. TlwBe nix 
Ar Helen'' prodainuHl basic mint libt^rtkm and ri^hin 
far the pmph liuing on tha frantwr and autmde of 
the originr^l thirteen BtateH of the United StaleB, 



Aritck the First. No person demerinlnp tcon- 
ducUngI himHolf :u a |jf»AcotthIo mul orderly man- 
mr Bhall ever be innleBted on aceount of hl.^ nuxle 
of vvorshJp or rdigioue 5;(}ntlnioniB (beliefs), , , , 

Afiicio the Mocond, The inhabltahts of \}w mild 
twiiory ^bul! iilways be entitled to the hcmtiU of 
the writ of hobr^as corpus mul of tbo Trial by Jury; 
of a proportjonato ropr(^geniation of the people 
in the legidaturLS and of judicial procc?odings 
according to the , . . eqmmon law; all pGrsoiis 
shall be bailable unless for capital offcinees, where 
the proof shall be evident^ or the presumption 
great; all fines shall be moderate; and no cruel or 
unusual puniihment ahall be inflicted; no man 
shall be deprived of hi^ liberty or property but 
by the judgment of ht^ i eera, or the law of the 
land; and should the rubuc [need| , . . make it 
necessai^, for the common [good] , , * to take 
any person's property, or to demand his piir- 
ticular serviceij full compensation shall be made 
lor the samo; and in the just presentation of rights 
and property , * , no law ought ever to be made 
or have force in the said territory* that shall , , , 
interfere with or affect private contraets. . , , 

Article the Third. Religion, Morality, and know- 
ledge, being necessiu^y to good government and the 
happiness of mankind. Schools and the means of 
education shall forever be encouraged. The utmost 
good faith shall ahvays be observed towards the 



IndiiUiB; their InndM and proporLy Bhall never be 
taken from them without their consent; and in 
their property, rights, and liberty, they never 
Khali be disturbed, unless In '}mi and lawful wars 
authorised by Coniflress. . . . 

Artiiiti! the Fourth, Thi^ buul lorrllofy, and the 
States which may be formed therein, shall forever 
remain a part of thlg eoiifederacy of the United 
Btates of America, suliject to the Artieles of Con* 
federation, and to such alterations therein as 
shall he eonstitutionally made, * . , 

Article the Fifth, There shall be formed in the 
said territory, not less than throe nor more than 
five states . , . and whenever any of the said states 
shall have sixty thousand free inhabitants therein, 
such state shall be admitted * , . into , , , the 
United States, on an equal footing with the original 
states, in all respects whatever; and shall be at 
liberty to form a permanent constitution and 
state governments Provided the constitution and 
governmentj so to be formed, shall be republican 
(government by elected representntives of the 
people] and in conformity to the principles con- 
tained in these articles. . . , 

Article the Sixth. There shall be neither slavery 
nor involuntaiy servitude in the said territory, 
otherwise than in punishment of crimes whereof 
the party shall have been duly convicted, . . , 
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State Making unde 



Prevjt?w of Mnin PolntH 

Tim los^^ori i§ about cwntB involved in stalo 
making under thu Ordinnnce of 1787, It tclla 
(hjUt five stiitos wore curved out of i\w Northwost 
Torrltory--Ohlo (1803), Indittna (1816), lUlnoiB 
(1B18), Midiigan (1837), and Wisconmn (1848), 

Curriculum Connection 

This IcBmn can bo usod in junior high/niiddio 
school and high school coiirgchB on American 
history* It fits standard tcixtbook troaLnitiuta 
about the wOBtward movement and national 
develofiment during the firnt half of the nineteenth 
century. 

Objectives 

Students are expected to: 

1. Identify major eventB in the making of five 
states out of the Northwort Territory* 

2. Know when and * ov** xi^^ n events developed in 
the making of five ^tu'm out of the Northwest 
Territory. 

3. Understand the relationship of the Ordinance of 
1787 to state making in the Northwest Ter^ 
ritory. 

4. Know about population growth and its relation^ 
ship to state making in the Northwest Ten^itory. 

5* Analyze data about the Northwest Territory 
presented in maps and a table* 



Teaching Plan for Lesson 7 

r the Northwest Ordinance, 

1803-1848 

HugiicstionH for Teaching tlio L0$mm 

Opening the Lesgon. Have Btudont^ read the 
introduction to tlie Itmson, which liats the Btates 
of tlio NorthwoBt Tettltory with dates of their 
entry into the Pedernl Union. Ask students to 
comment on the relationiihip of tlie Ordinance 
of 1787 to the making of these five statea; mkt 
what did the Ordinance ^ f 1787 have to do with 
stale making in the Nurthwci^t Territory? In- 
dicate that the main point of this lesson ia state 
making under tcrniB of the Ordinance of 1787. 

Dovcloping the Lesion. Show students the 
various maps in this lesson that Illustrate how the 
Northwest Territory was divided and states were 
mado from 1800 to 1848, Use the maps as a 
way of giving students an overview of the state 
making procefis in advance of reading the main 
part of the lesson. 

Have students read the main part of the iGsson. 
Next tell them to complete items 1 to 3 in the 
mi of learning activities «t the end of the lesson. 

Conduct a classroom discussion of items 1 to 3. 
Assign items 4 and 5 at the end of the set of 
learning octivities. 

Concluding the Lesson. Conduct a clasiroom 
discussion of item 4. Require students to use 
evidence in the table at the end of the lesson to 
back up answers. 

In response to item 5, call upon a student to 
read his/her topic sentence and paragraph. Ask 
other students to critique the p^agmph. Repeat 
this procedure three or four more times* 
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ADMIT TED 




tai3-ULINOIS ADMITTED 

ttf rrllory 
fsU utlmllti'tL 




From^ R. Caflyle Bulcy, The Old Northwest: 
Pioneer Period^ 1815 18^0 {IndiampQlisi In* 
diana Hislorlcal Soct^ty, 1950). 
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state Making under 



I he Northwogt Territory includud an area of 
JLmr?r0 than 265,000 squar^i miles, Pram 1803 
to 1848, the Ordinance of 1787 was mud to maka 
five states in the Old Northw<iSt--Ohio (1803), 
Indiana (1816), IlUnoii^ (1818), Michigan (1837), 
Wisconsin (1848). Furthmnoro, a small portion 
of Wiscongin Territory became part of Minnesota, 
which entered the Federal Union in 1858, The 
Northwest Ordinance was also the framework by 
which states were created across the Grout PMm 
to the i'aeific Coast. In all, thirty<me of the fifty 
Uniterl States of Amorica entered the Federal 
Union under principlcB of the Ordinance of 1787, 



BeginnliigB of Government in the 
Northwest Tenritoty 

On October 5, 1787, Confess elected a gov- 
ernor, secretary, and three judges to govern the 
Northwest Territory according to provisions of 
the Ordinance of 1787. General Arthur St. Clair 
was elected governor, Born in Scotland, St. Clair 
cam^ to North America with a Britiah regiment 
durir^ the war against France, 17844763. After 
the war, ho settled in Pennsylvania. Later he 
fought with George Washington in the War of 
Independenca. St. Clair was serving as president 
in Congress on July 13, 1787, when the Ordi- 
nance of 1787 was passed. 

In July, 1788, Governor St. Clair arrived at 
Marietta, a settlement located at the confluence 
of the Ohio and Muskingum rivers. Marietta had 
been founded on April 7 of that same year by 
army veterans of the War of Independence; it 
was the first permanent settlement of the North- 
west Territory under American administration. 
On July 27, Governor St. Clair established Wash- 
ington County, the first governmental unit with- 
in the Northwest Territory and, in cooperation 
with the secretary and three judges, began his 
duties of governance at Marietta. 

Act of Congress Dividing the Northwest 
Ten-itoiy, 1800 

In 1799, the Northwest Territo!y had more 
than 5,000 adult male inhabitants and entered the 
second stage of government under the Ordinance 
of 1787. Voters elected the lower house of a 
tenitorial Itgislatura, In 1800, the U. S. Conpess 



Lesson 7 

the Northwest Ordinance, 

1803-1848 

divided the Northwest Territory into two parts, 
Tlie eastern part-which continued to have the 
mma of Northwest Tem^ory-indudod the present 
boundaries of Ohio and a small area in the eastern 
part of today's state of Michigan. The western 
part—which was given the name of Indiana 
ritory-mmprwjd the rest of the previous tor- 
rltf)ry. The territorial capital of the NorthwtJBt 
Ten-itory was Chillicothe in what would soon he 
Ohio^ Vlncennos liocame the capital of Indiana 
Territory. 

William Henry Harrison was appointed the first 
governor of the Indiana Territory, The map on 
;?age 45 shows the first division of the Northwo^qt 
T^^^ritory in 1800, which created the Indiana 
Territory. 



Ohio A dmitted to the Federal Union, 1803 

Ohio was the first state to be made under the 
Ordinance of 1787. Steps toward this end wore 
taken in 1802, after the census Indicated a pop* 
ulation of more than 45,000 in the Northwest 
Territory. A petition was submitted to Congress 
asking for permission to create a constitution and 
begin to form a state government. Congress passed 
an enabling act, signed by President Thomas 
Jefferson on April 30, 1802, to permit the eastern 
portion of tlie Northwest Territory (Ohio) to be- 
come a state of the Falderal Union. A state con* 
stitution was drafted, and on February 19, 1803, 
Ohio was recogniEcd by the U. S. Congress as the 
seventeenth state of the Federal Union. 



Acts of Congress Creating the Territories 
of Michigan and Illinois, 1805 and 1809 

On January 11, 1805, an act of Congress created 
the territory of Michigan from ^*all that part of 
the Indiana Territory which lies north of a line 
drawn east from the southerly bend, or extreme 
of Lake Michigan, until it shall intersect Lake 
Erie, and east of a line drawn from the said south- 
erly bend through the middle of said lake to Its 
northern extremity and thence due north to the 
northern boundwy of the United States," The 
creation of Michigan Temtory left Indiana Ter- 
ritory with the area now occupied by the states 
of Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, the upper penin- 
sula of Michigan, and the portion of Minnesote 
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that Is mini of tho MiMissippi Hivcir, Tim lox^ 
rltorlal division madu by the 180B act of Can« 
grmn in shown in the map on pago 45. 

Meanwhile, rosldonts of Indiana wera anxious to 
movo to the second stage of territorial governnient. 
At first Governor Harriion oppoged this move, 
but he put the matter before the voters. In a pub* 
lie election in Septombcrj 1804, Indiana voters 
favored the advance. So on December 4, 1804, 
Governor Harrison proclaimed Indiana to be in the 
iccond stage of territorial government and called 
for an election of representatives to establish a 
lower houBc of the territorial logiBlature; the 
election was held in January, 1805, 

On February 3> 1809, another act of Congress 
further divided Indianu Territory and thtteby 
created the territory of Illinois, which 1$ shown In 
the map on pnj[|e45. Indiana Temtory in 1800 
was left with nearly the state boundaries of todays 
except that the upper peninsula of Michigan was 
still part of Indiana and a small strip of land along 
the south shore of Lake Michigan, now in Indiana, 
was then part of Michigan Territory. 

Indiaiia and niinois Admitted 

to the Federal Union, 1816 and 1818 

During the early yem of the 1800s, the popu- 
lation of Indiana and Illinois temtories cKpanded 
rapidly. In 1800, eaeh of these territories had 
less than 3,000 inhabitants. By 1810, Indiana 
had more than 24,500 inhabltanti, and Illinois 
had more than 12,000. 

in 1811, the lower house of the Indiana ter- 
ritorial legislature passed a resolution in favor of 
statahood. The Council, or upper house, apeed, 
and the statehood resolution was sent to the U. S. 
Congress, where it was studied by committees of 
the House of Representatives and Senate, The 
Indiana resolution said that the people of the 
territo!y **Born and educated in different states 
of the Union in the enjoyment of civil and polit- 
ical rights . , , think it hard to be in a depee, dis- 
franchiied as a people , , . and pray that they may 
have the liberty of forming a constitution/' 

Members of Congress seemed ready to grant 
statehood to Indiana even though the number of 
inhabitants in the territory was well below the 
standard for statehood set in the Northwest 
Ordinance. However, the War of 1812 postponed 
serious efforts at state making in Indiana. Seveml 
months after the end of the war, in December, 
1815, the tanritorial government of Indiana for- 
warded another petition for statehood to Conpe^. 
This time, the population of the territory was 
clearly more than 60,000, the number requked for 
statehood by the Ordinance of 1787. Congreii 
pas^ an enabling act, permitting Indiana to write 



a state constitution, and President JamcB Madison 
signed it on April 19, 1816. Later that yeiir on 
Decombor 11, 1816, Indiana oniored tho Federal 
Union m tho nincloonth statu. Bco tho map on 
page 45 that shows the state boundaries of 
Indiana in relation to other states and territories of 
the Old Northwest, 

Soon afterwards, pressures mounted to grant 
statehood to Illinois, even though the population 
was only about 40,000. A majority in Congress 
Wanted to add another state without slavery to the 
Federal Union as soon as possible, Mississippi, 
where slavery was permitted, had entered the 
Federal Union in 1817 as the twentieth state, 
and the issue of slavery in the western territories 
and states was becoming a hot national contro-* 
vorsy, An enabling act for Illinois Btatehood was 
passed on April 18, 1818, and on Docember 3, 
1818, Illinois became the twenty4irst state of 
the Federal Union, See the map on page 36 that 
shows the boundaries of Illinois and other states 
and territories of the Old Northwest at the end 
of 1818. 

Making the States of Michigan (1837) 
and Wisconsin (1848) 

In 1827, Michigan had more than enough in* 
habitants to enter the second stage of territorial 
government under the Ordinance of 1787. Ten 
years later on January 26, 1837, Congress ap- 
proved admission of Michigan as the twenty- 
sixth state of the United States. 

Admission of Michigan to statehood had been 
held up by a boundary dispute with Ohio, which 
was resolved by Congress in favor of Ohio* Michi- 
gan was compeniated by having the upper penln^ 
sula area included within its boundaries instead of 
in the new Wisconsin Temtory, which was created 
by an act of Conpess in 1836, See the maps on 
page 39 that show boundaries of the state of 
Michigan and the territo^ of Wisconsin. 

The population of Wisconsin pew rapidly from 
1840 (approKimatelv 31,000) until 1850 (more 
than 300,000), By 1848, Wisconsin Territory 
had many more inhabitants than the number re- 
quired for statehood, which was panted by Con- 
pess on May 29, 1848. 

Overview of Population Growth of Temtories 
and States of the Old Northwest, 1800-1860 

The five states made from the Old Northwests- 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin^ 
were rich in natural resources* especially fertile 
farmland and abundant forests* These resources 
attracted settlers seeking land and opportunity. 
The table on page 40 shows the nLpid population 
growth of the temtories and states of the Old 
Northwest from 1800 to 1850. 
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Hovlewing and Itoflccting nn Fnvis nml ldm\B 

1. EKimim tho following list of dattm. What in 
i\w significance of mc\i date? in tho pruceHs of 
statcj mflking In tho Old Northwafit? 

a, Octobor 5, 1787 

b, April 7, 1788 

L\ February ID, 1803 

d, January H, 1806 

e. Fabruary 3, 1809 

t Docombcf 11, 1816 

DecGmber 3, 1818 
Ih January 26, 1837 
I* May 29, 1848 

2. Exiihilnt* tho varinuR mnp^ in thift Um<m and mv 
information in thoso maps to ansvvor tho fol- 
lowing quoationN* 

a. How was the North wost Territory divided 
in 1800? 

b» How was the Indiana Territory divided in 
1805? 

How was the Indiana Territory divided in 
1809? 

d. How many states had been made from tho 
Northwest Territory of 1787 by 1818? 
Name these states, 

e. What states were made between 1818 and 
1848 from the North%vest Territory of 1787? 

f . What was the smallest state to bo made from 
the Northwest Territory of 1787? 




Wisconsin Admitted 



From: ffhtory of the Ordinanee of lis? and the Old 
NoNhwest Territory (Marietta, Ohio: Northwest Territory 
C#liibrafcionConfimtM!On, 1937>. 



g. What w«H tho fir«t state to be made from the 
Northwest Territory? 

h. What was tho lant .^Inte to be made from the 
Northwest Territory of 1787? 

3. Describe tho state making proeeBs in Ohio, nn 
it was carried out under the Ordinanee of 1787, 

4. Examine Information in the table on page 40, 
Use evidence from thin table to doeide which of 
the following atatoments are true or false. 

a. By 1850, Ohio had more people than any 
Htate in the United States, 

b. By 1850, Indiana ranked seventh in popula* 
lion nmcHig nil the stiUo^ made from the 
Northwest Territory, 

c. The HihU with the least number of people in 
the Old Northwest, from 1800 to 1850, was 
Wisconsin, 

depopulation density In Indiana waM greater 
than population density in Michigan, 

e. The rate of population powth in Wisconsin 
was greater than the rate of population 
growth In Michigan from 1840 to 1850. 

5. What is the main idea of the table? State this 
main idea as a topic sentenee. Pollow up the 
topic sentence with a paragraph that supportr 
the topie sentence with evidence from the table* 




Minnpsota Admitted 





TAIILE 

POPULATION GROWTH OF THK OTJ) NOUTIIWKOT TtaiUITOUIKH 
and b"rATKS» 1800 . 1850 




Ohio 


Ind, 


riL 


Mich, 


Wis. 


1800 

Pop, 
No, per 


42,101 
1.1 


2,517 


2,457 


3,757 




1810 












Pop, 
sq, mUc? 


230J60 


24.520 


12,282 
0.2 


4jri2 




1820 












Pop. 
No, per 
f?q, mile 
Hank 


581,295 

D 


107.178 

4,1 
18 


55,162 

1 
24 


8,7G5 
0.1 




1830 












Pop, 
No. p^t 
iq, mil© 

FUnk 


937,903 
23 

A 


343,031 

16 


157.445 

2J 
20 


31,639 
0.6 




1840 












Pop* 
No, per 
sq. mile 
Rank 


1,519,467 

37,3 
3 


685,866 

18.1 
1 n 

lU 


476483 
8,5 

1 A 


212,267 
3.7 


30,D45 
0,6 


1850 












Pop. 
No. per 
M\, mile 
Rank 


1,980,329 

48.6 
3 


988.416 

27.5 
7 


851,470 

15,2 
11 


397,654 

6J 
20 


305,391 

5.6 
24 



From: B, A, HinHClale, The Old Northwest (New York; 
Town^iend MacCcJun, 1888), 305, 
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Teaching Plan for Lesson 8 

The Northwest Ordinance and 
Indiana's Advancement to Statehood, 1800-1816 



Preview of Main Points 

This lomm in hmcd on a colloction of docu- 
ments or prinmi^ sources that provido evidonce of 
lrtdiana*s prograan from the status of a territory 
of the United States to a state within the Federal 
IJlilun, oii eciual termis with the other et4itcs» Ex- 
cerptB from documents, preuedcd by brief eonv 
mentiirios that ml a context for eKamination of 
the primary sources, arc the substance of this 
lesson. These materials show the main gteps on 
Indiana's road to statehood, which illuBtrate the 
fundamental importanee of the Northwest Ordl^ 
nance as a framework within which advancement 
to Btatehood occunred, 

Cumculum Connection 

This lesson is suitable for use in American 
history courses in junior high/middle school or in 
high school. Teachers of eighth pade students 
might expect students to work only with evidence 
in the main body of this lesson and to write 
rather brief essays in response to items 3 and 4 
at the end of the lesson. By contrast, high school 
history teachers might want to have their students 
explore documents in this lesson in more detail 
by referring them to the complete versions of 
these documents in the Appendix. EKamination 
of the complete versions of the primary sources 
might be viewed as the foundation for fuller and 
longer essays in response to itcmd 3 and 4 at the 
end of this lesson. 

Objectives 

Students jire eKpected to: 

1, Comprehend and interpret main ideas in pri^ 
mary sources about Indiana's advancement to 
statehood. 

2, Use evidence in primary sources to support or 
reject statements about Indiana*s advancement 
to statehood, 

3, Use evidence in primary sources to write, and 
defend in discussion, an essay about the relation- 
ship of the Northwest Ordinance to Indiana*! 
advancement to statehood, 

4, Use evidence in primary sources to write, and 
defend in discussfonj an assay about the weak^ 
ne^es and strengths of the Northwest Ordi- 
nance as a means for national development in 
the United States, 



5. DiscuB« the uses and HmitationB if evidence in 
primary sourcon Iri tlio writing of descriptive, 
Interpretative, and evaJuativo commentaries of 
events in histoty. 

Buggestiuns for Teaching the Lesson 

Opening the LesHOn. Inform HtudentM of tho 
purposes of this lesson. Emphasbe that they will 
bo expected to use evidence located in documents 
or primary sources to make conclusions and 
judgments about events in the history of Indiana. 
If necossary, review the meaning of the terms 
^•document** and **primary sources** and discuss 
the uses of evidence from prlmai'y sources in the 
writing of history. 

Have students read the introduction to the 
lesson and the excerpt from the firit document 
about the "Act Creating Indiana Territory, 1800/* 
High school teachers might want to have their 
students use the complete version of this doc- 
ument, which is located in the Appendix. 

Ask students to identify the main Idea of the 
document. Then ask what this document shows 
about the relationship of the Northwest Ordinance 
to events in the advancement of Indiana Territory 
to statehood. 

Developing the Lesson, Ask students to read 
all the documents in this lesson and the com- 
mentaries preceding the documents. Tell students 
to examine and interpret each document in the 
same way that the first document was analysed 
in the opening phase of this lesson » High school 
teachers may want to have their students use the 
complete versions of these documents, which are 
located in the Appendix, 

Assign the task of completing items 1 and 2 on 
the last page of the lesson, Conduct a classroom 
discussion of items 1 and 2. Emphasize relation- 
ships between answers to these Items and evidence 
in the documents. Require students tn back up 
responds by referring to evidence located in the 
documents. Use this discussion to help students 
understand the uses of evidence located in primaiy 
sources to make statements about what did or did 
not happen in the past, in addition, you might 
want to discuss the limitations of primary sources, 
which usually provide a rather incomplete picture 
of past events. These limitations necessitote in- 
terpretation and judgment— sometimes laii© *4n. 



ferontliil loaps' - on Iho part of the invc^Btiaator of 
ovonts In hiBtory, The llmlUitions asimotutod with 
Iho UHo of documents may bo .sourcus of varying 
interprotatlons and ludpmmu by ImmigaUm of 
events in history. 



ConcluUing tho Lemon. Havo Btudtmts compU*t<» 
iternB 3 and 4 at the und of the losson, which re- 
quirci them to im evidence locuted in the doc- 
uments to write brief osgays, Select two or throe 
students to read their essayB to the class and assign 
studentH to he formal respondents to the paperB. 
Then encourage full classroom disuUbHion of the 



ideas offered by tlie paf)(?r pfesenters and the pan(?l 
or panels of respondents, 

Conulude the lesson by discussing tho uses and 
ilmitationH of evidence from theso primary soureeH 
ill describing, interpreting, and judging eventB in 
history. In particular, ask students to reflect 
upon differences In their \m of evidence to re- 
spond to Items 3 and 4. Point out that itemj* 
3 and 4 involve comprehension and interpretation 
of ideas and facts located in the documentB, 
Item 4, in addition, requireB Btudents to go be- 
yond the evidence to make evaluations or judg^ 
mcnts about the event.R described in the doe^ 
umentb. 




Indiana Capitol at Corydun, 1813'1824 
Court t»sy Indiana Division* Indiana Stale Library 



51 



Lesson 8 



Th 

Indiana^s Advanceme 

Indiana was one of five states crcatod from the 
Northwest Territory. ThiK was nchioved in 
1816. Tho other four states wore Ohio flHOa)^ 
niinoi. (mH), mmmn (1837), and Wisconain 
(1848). Following aro descriptionB of main ovenLs 
In tho pmgrom of Indiana from a territory to a 
state In the Federal Union. These events, of 
uourse, were in accord with the provisions of tho 
1787 Northwest Ordinaneo, which was the legal 
foundation for Indiana's advancement to state- 
hood. 

Act Creating Indiana Territory, 1800 

The federal government passed a law in 1800 to 
divide the Northwest Territory into two partB. 
One part consisted mainly of land that would be^ 
come the state of Ohio. The other part was 
Indiana Tenritory, and it included all of the present 
state of Indiana, all of the land that would become 
Illinois and Wisconsin, a large part of the future 
state of Michigan, and a small part of Minnesota. 
William Henry Harrison of Virginia was appointed 
the first governor of the new and huge Indiana 
Temtory. FollQwing is an excerpt from the federal 
law creating Indiana Territory on May 7, 1800. 

An Act to divide the territory of the United Statei 
northAvest of the OhiOj Into two separate governments. 

Be it enacted . , , that . . . part of the territoiy of the 
United States north-west of the Ohio river . . . shall, for the 
purposes of temporary government, constitute a sepafate 
tenritory, and be called the Indiana Territoty. 

And be it further enacted, That there shall be eitoblished 
within the said territoty a government in all respects simh 
lar to that provided by the ordinance of Congress, passed 
on the thirteenth day of July one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty^seven, for the government of the territoty of the 
United States north-west of the rivor Ohio; and the inhabit 
tants thereof shall be entitled to, and enjoy all . , . the 
rights, privileges and ad\^ntages granted and secured to the 
people by the said ordinance. . , . 

Harrison Land Act, 1800 

Harrison, at this time a delegate to Conpess 
from the Northwest Temtory, was concerned that 
settlers have a fair opportunity to buy land in the 
northwestern country. However, most settlers 
could not afford to pay for 640 acres of land, the 
smallest portion one could buy under the existing 
law, Harrison influenced the federal government 



Northwest Ordinance and 
t to Statehood, 1800-1816 

to pass the Land Act of 1800, which reduced the 
minimum area of land a person required to 
buy from 640 acres to 320 acres (called a half 
section). The price of land wan mi at $2 an acre. 
Finally^ to make it even easier to acquire land, a 
person could buy on credit at 0 percent interest, 
After maklFig a small down payment, a settlor 
could apren to pay off the debt within four yoars, 

Harrison "s Land Act made it easier for pioneers 
to come to Indiana Territory and settle on their 
own land. In 1804, another Land Act reduced the 
minimum land purchase to 160 acres. Following 
in an excerpt from the Harrison Land Act (May 

10, laooh 

* . . the lands , , , shall be offered for sale in sections and 
half sections. . . , 

One-fourth part of the purchase money shall be paid 
within forty days after the day of sale . , , another fourth 
part shall be paid within two years; another fourth 
part within three yeai^; and another fourth part within four 
years after the day of sale. 

Interest, at the rate of six per cent a year, from the day 
of sale, shall be charged upon each of the three last pay- 
ments, , , , - 



Indiana Move^ to the Second Stage 
of Territorial Gr>v*'vnment, 1804 

The 1787 Northwest Ordinance included three 
steps for moving from torritoria) sr^tMs to state- 
hood. In the first stage, the ten-itory was governed 
directly by the federal government through ap* 
pointed officials. Laws for the territory were made 
and enforced by the territorial governor and three 
judges, 

Indiana was ready for the second stage of ter- 
ritorial government in 1804. According to the 
Northwest Ordinance, a territory had to have more 
than 5,000 free adult male inhabitants in order 
to be ready for the second stage of government, 
Indiana Territory met this requirement; so the 
voters could elect members to a teititorial House 
of Representatives, which could participate in 
making laws for the people members represented. 

Governor Harrison called for an election in 
1804. Eligible voters were adult white males, 
who owned at least fifty acres of land. Following 
is an excerpt from the Executive Journal that 
reports Governor Harrison W Proclamation, Decern' 



ber 5, 1804, that Indiana Territory had passed 
ta (he Becond 8tag€j of gavtrnmmi. 

* , . the iiovernor Issued u pwidnntatlon in which ho 
nirikt?« known imd Doclares thv %n\t\ fndiimn TfrrMory In nnd 
from hcncoforth shall bo deemed to have passed Into the 
second or roprcsentfitlve grade of Govemment and that the 
Good people of the Territory, . . are entitled to all the 
rights and privileges belonging to that situation 

, . , an Eloctfon lihail bo held in each of the several 
Counties In the Torritoty . , , for the purpose of chooBing 
the members of the House of Repre.^entative,n, , , , and that 
the said reprenentntlves Elected . . . should nieet at the 
Town of Vinoenncm on the finit dny of F#^hninry next for 
the? purpose of choosing mumbc^rs far the Log Isln live 
Couneil, . , . 

Acts Dividing Indiana Tcrritoi^, 180S and 1809 

In 1805 the fedora! governmoni passed a law 
that divided Indiana Territory into two parti. The 
area that would comprise most of the sttite of 
Michigan was separated from Indiana and called 
the Michigan Territory, Since 18Q3» Ohio had 
been a state of the Federal Union. The remainder 
of the area, which in 1787 was called the North'^ 
west Tcrritoty, was of Indiana Territoiy in 
1805. This area included all of the land that 
would become the states of Indiana, Illinoia, 
Wisconsin, and parts of Michigan and Minnesota. 

In 1809, the federal government passed a law 
to create the Illinois Tertitory. This law reduced 
the Indiana Territory to the a^ea that would be- 
come the state of Indiana in 1816 plus a small 
mm that would later be part of Michigan. Follow^ 
ing is an excerpt from the Act Dividing the Indiana 
Territory, February 3, 1809. 

Be it enacted That ... all that part of the Indiana Ter^ 
fitory which lies west of the Wabash river, and a direct 
line drawn from the ^Id Wabash river and Post Vln* 
cennes, due north to the territorial line between the 
United States and Canada, shall, for the purpose of 
temporary government, constitute g iepmrate Teitltory, 
and be called Dlinois, , , . 

Expansion of the Right to Vote, 1811 

The 1787 Northwest Ordinance limited the right 
to vote to free white males of twenty-one years or 
more, who lived in the districtj and who owned 
at least fifty acres of land in the district. The right 
to vote (suffrage) was extended to more people 
by federal lawa made from 1808 to 1811, As of 
1811, the right to vote in the Indiana Territo^ 
was given to any free white adult male who paid a 
small county or temtorial tax. Voters were 
allowed to elect the temtorial dele^te to Congress 
and members of the tamtoriml Legislative Council 
(upper house), who previously had been appointed 
by the Conp-ess of the United States, as required 
by the 1787 Northwest Ordinance. Following 
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is an (ixcorpt from the Siiffra/;c Act, March :i 

Be it enacted. . . That each and twery free white male 
imum, who fihall h;ivc» aitfiiii«ul the iHjf of tvvi>nly'oni' 
ymm, and who Hhajl \u\w paid a county nr Terrilnriai tciK. 
and who shall have resided one year In uM Terfltoiy, 
previous to any general elcctlonp and he at the time of any 
such election a resident of raid Territory, shall be entitled 
to vote for member^ of the U^glBlative Council nnd liouBe 
of Representatives of the Territorial Ugislature, nnd for 
a Delegate U> the Congress of the United Slalen for said 
Territoiy, , . , 



Memorial for Btatehood« 1815 

Indiana Territory had a population of marq than 
60,000 in 1815- According to the 1787 North- 
west Ordinance, the territorial government had 
the right to petition for statehood whenever the 
territoio' had more than 60,000 inhabitants. 
Following is an excerpt from the Memorial for 
Statehood, December i|, 1815. 

. , . we , , , pray the Honorable Senate and House of 
Repre^ntativei, in congress awmbled, to order an elee^ 
tion, to be conducted apee^ly to the existing laws of this 
Territory, to be held in the several counties of this Ter. 
rltory , . , for representatives to meet In convention* . . . 
the convention thus aMembled shall have the power to form 
a constitution and fi^me of Govemnient. ... 

. . , we , , , express to the General government, our 
attachment to the ftindamental principles of Legislation, 
preicribed by ingress In [the Northwest Ordinance] 
particularly as resi^cts ^reonal freedom and involuntary 
servitude, and hope that they may be continued as the 
basis of our conititutlon. 

The Enabling Act, 1816 

Committees in both houses of Conpess studied 
the Indiana petition for statehood* An Enabling 
Act, to permit Indiana to hold a convention to 
write a state constitution, was passed by the House 
of Representatives and the Senate. President 
James Madison signed it on April 19, 1816. Fol- 
lowing is an excerpt from the Enabling Act, 

, . . the inhabitants of the territory' of Indiana ... are 
hereby authorised to fomi for themselves a constitution 
and state govemment ... and the said state, when formed, 
sMl be admitted Into the union upon the same footing 
with the origin^ lUtes, in all reipects whatever. . . , 

... ail male citizens of the United SUtes, who shall 
have arrivid at the age of twenty one years, and resided 
within the mid tenritory, at least one year pre^ous to the 
day of election, and sh^I have paid a county or territorial 
tax ... are hereby authorised to choo^ repitsentatives 
to form a convention .... 

... the convention shall be , _ authorised to form a 
con^ltutlon and state government. . . . That the same, 
whenever formed, shall be republican, and not i^pugnant 
to [the Northw^t Ordinandi , , . , 
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From: \t Carlyle Buley, The Old Northwcsi: Piimeet : f: 

Period, /«/5»/§/f) (Indianapolis: Indiana Hb^iorical Socio* 

eric: ■ . . 



Iiidiiiiiit*^ ¥nni Cmniiiiii nm i\ml 
ili'm>UiU«ti of Admiasiotn IB Hi 

An fntiiiitia Cufistiiuilcninl (;utivruUHHi in< * ni 
(Aifydan t>n Jtinn 10, IHtO. Itirri* Wvtv (nrfy 
thrt^c^ (inh*giiu*g. 11u?y fininhod tfunr work by si^n* 
mn till? fmliiuKi CcHifitituiiun on Junr 2D/lBili, 
Thf* Vonirumn and immdvni of thf? IJiiiti^d Kiiili*« 
ttr>|>rtivod this work. On Dpccunb^^r 11, IB 10, 
I'rt^sidoni Jmiwn Mndi,^or) approved tho fcmolulion 
ijf Cortgrc.^ ia admit iridinnii to the Fedeftd Uniori. 

an excerpt from Uw lUmluikm of Admtmian. 

, , , thi! people of {Indiana] Torrltof^' clkl . . . by n 
cuijvenilon mWmt for that ptif^!^, form for ihf^m^ivi?.^ a 
cfinstltution and St«t«' gai^rnrncnt, which rjonslUuiInn finfl 
State govtrnm^nt, mi fofm#cl, ii r^publi<«n, unci in iim- 
formily wllh ihfe prihcipki of the &Tik\m of compart (of 

n^iolvtci by the , , , C-onpm . , . Tim i\w mm of 
hicHiifia ihall he onp . , . of tim Ufiii^d Sial^^ of Atmtk^, 

original StAteSp in ili tmpmU whiiUmt, 

Itit^rpreiing Primary Eoutcen 

Um? tfvldenco from tlie dncuments in this lesson 
to respond to the activitiea imd cjuestions thrd. 
follow. 



lu Ktiilf^huod ffillow tho nih^k m^i fcrUi in tho 
North Wf^Bt OrtnniiiHr^? idtuUify dhvmn t*%^ 
mn\iU'u (it virnhnmHy to thi* NorMiwcst Ordi* 
iiufic0 mii vmm\i)('i^ at lU^s^mlUm rr*#m if. Mnkv 
jiidiimMds «hoHt wliother or not ch-vlniion*i 
frotn Iho Nofthwf^iit Ordiniuu^^ wnrn honpfklid 
uf hMrtfifnl lu thn pmipio of IruhiHui. 
Wriin a hrinf essay in nmponso to thm cpii'stion: 
Doom Imliimivn j)fo||ri*sB tcj statc^hotifl bHoW the* 
mhtp of the Northwtist Ordinance In Urn dt*- 
voloiHtiont of tlie Unlti^d Statics? DI^ijumsj woitk- 
nimmn mul fitrc njiths of tho Norlhwo^t Ordinance 
m II mmmi of gav((?rrtmcnt and of protetiting 
th«^ civil rights and lihuftH^s of thi? people. 



1. What is the? main idoa of each of the doeutnents 
listed below? 

a* Harri^n Lfflnd Act 
b. Suffrago Act 
c\ Memorial for Statehood 

Enabling Act 

RoMlution of AdmlMion 

2, Which of the following itatcments can be sup* 
ported with t»videnec* froin the documente 
{ptmmfy sources) in thii Ic^n? Be prepared to 
bade up your reBpon^i by referring to €*videne# 
in preoediiig docymenti and commentari^ 
about Uie documents 

a. Ihdianii Territory moved directly from Uit 
first gtJige of territorial government to state 
hoc^ 

b. 'I1ie Hmrton I^nd Act made It tiior© dif- 
ficult for Uie Indlarm Territory to achieve 
itaiehood. 

The federal govemment jmmed bws about 
mjffi^to in tadiana Territory thai ex^nd^ 
the ri#ii to vote provided by the 1787 North 
w^^dinance. 

Indtena Territoi^ in 180S was about th© wsme 
Bm m Um state of Indiana tcxiay* 
e. Inhabitantii of Indkna were supposed to 
^i^oy civil liberties and r^u provided by the 
178? Northwest Oi^inanee 



.Write a brief e$^y In ie^mnm the following „ « , ^'-^-•^^'^^^^^^^^ 

,uo«io„. To What ...... dM Indian,-. p„^'2 c^.^^TaW^r^ll^L'J^^^ 




TtMching Plan for Lesson 9 

Timetable of Main Events Associated with 
the Enactment and Application 
of the Northwest Ordinance 



THIm \vnum \h a '*l iminaij!o of rVriUp*' nssot iotccl 
with the makinji of iho NorthweBt OrdiniuuH* iind 
iin influonco on uchieveinent nf Htninhaod in Ohio, 
Indlnniij Illinole, Michi||an» arifl Wist on^lri. 

Curriraium Connectkin 

Thm hmon m miiUiblo for urn in Amnric nn 
higlory mum^n for juiiior high/rnirklle Nchuuls ur 
high ra hools* 

Objectives 

1 . UemariMtnito ability to use a tiinniable of f^Vf^nlH 
to locatr? facts, 

2. Use u timotablc* to aiiHWor quostions about tht> 
chronology of main events associated with thr 
Northwest Ordinfinre. 

3. Arrange major evunta in chronological nrdor, 

4. Match main events with tho dates of those 

5. tnt<?rpret facts presented in a timetable in order 
to construct eKplanations about tho rolatiorv 
ships of events aasoclafced with the making of 
the Northwegt Ordinance. 

Suggostions for Teachiiig the Legion 

Opetiiiig the Lesson^ This loHgon might be used 
iii^ an overview to a textbook section on the North- 
west Ordinance, which will be included in the text^ 
book chapter on the Constitutional Convention. If 
so, ask studentii to read the events in the timetable 
and to raise r|Ucsti«H« about the making of the 
Northwest Ordinance, its rfchtionship to oventa in 
the making of the Conititut^on, and it^ influence 
on national development i i the United State.^. 
Questions raised in thii clasiroom discussion might 
be aiu^ercd by the textbook chapter, which would 
bo read after discussing this timetable. 

This lesson might be used also as a review of 
material covered in a textbook chapter about the 
Northwest Ordinance and the making of the Con* 
gtitution of the Unit^ Statt?s, If so, ask students 
to read the events in the timetable and to use the 
listing as an aid to sumraariEing and reviewing 
material coverKl in the teKtbook chapter. 

Developing the Le^n. Have students use the 
timetable to complete Activities 1 and 2 at the 



«*nd of the lesson. The arHivitleB im^ (I ) Arranging 
Vnm in Chrohological Order, and (2) Matching 
Activity. 

DImcuss correct unswcra with students. The 
jinswers are at tht? end of the IcBson plan. 

Concluding the Legson. I lavo atudents complete 
the third and fourth uotiviticH at the end of the 
lesson. 

Dbuuss item^ in activity 4 with students. This 
firiiil activity involves interpretive and speculative 
responMm, There nuiy be reasonable differencefi jn 
ihe answers of siudcnii, iVobe for reiMona jn sup- 
jM*rt of rD«iponite*^, 



Angwerii to Activities 

1. Events below art? listed ifi chronological order. 
Signing of the Treaty of Paris 
Virginia Act of Cession 
Meeting of the Annapolis Convention 
Passage of the Northwest Ordinance 
Conclusion of the Constitutional Convention 

in Philadelphia 
Ratification of the Constitution of the United 
States 

Bill of Rights added to the United Btates Con- 
stitution 

Establishment of the Indiana Territory 

C*reation of the state of Ohio 

Conclusion of the Constitutional Convention at 

Corydon, Indiana 
Indiana became the nineteenth state of the 

United Stxites 
Creation of the state of Wim-onsin 



tire 


those 


of List B. 


(1) 


VI 


(2) 


VIII 


(3) 


VII 


(4) 


in 
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1 
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IV 
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(8) 


V 
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X 


(10) IX 
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Lesson 9 

Timetable of Main Events Associated with 
the Enactment and Application 
of the Northwest Ordinance 



iiln vvmi^ ahM)ciiilo{i with tho Northw<n;t 
prdinanoo appniir bdaw in chnmolopt al 
order. Thin IiHt includes three pnrini (1) evor* ^ 
ptvwmm 1787, (2) events of 17H7 (when lue 
North Wt\^t Ordinance was pnunvd) until 1791, and 
iti) events frtHn 1800 to 1858, 



L Evc?nt.^ Preceding 1787 

AJamiiiry 2, 177H. OnvernDr Ihiifkk Henry u{ 
Vjrgmja wroli? to Cuiund George? Holers Uhirk 
io inBtruet him in a mission to K^^ntucky and 
lands north and wusi of the Ohio River, iiy 
carrying out thia mission, Clark and hl^ men 
kept the Britmh from occupying Kentucky 
during the American War of Independence 
and enabled the Unitod State]? to rlnim Innd 
north and west of the Ohio liiver at the end of 
the war. 

B.July 4j J778. American forceg led by George 
Rogers Clark captured the British garrison nt 
KaBkaskia In the Illinois country (at the junction 
of the Misaisiippl and Kaskaskia rivers). 

a February 26, 1779. American farces led by 
George Rogeri Clark took Vlncennes and 
Fort Sackvilie (at the Junction of the Ohio and 
VVabaah rivers) from the British. 

D. October 10, 1780. The Continental Congress 
passed a "Resolution on Public Lands" saying 
that land ceded to the United States by partlc'^ 
ular states would be settled and formed even- 
tUfdly into separate states. 

E. March 1, 1781. All thirteen states of the United 
States of America ratified {approved) the Ar« 
tides of Confederation, the first constitution 
of the new country, 

F. September 3, 1783, The United States and 
Great Britain signed the Treaty of Paris* of- 
ficially ending the War of Independence. The 
British government recognised the sovereignty 
(indopondence) of the IJnited States, and the 
Treaty established the boundarjes of the new 
nation, 

G. December 20, 1783. The legislature of Virginia 
passed the Virginia Act of Cession, which 
yielded the stat^-s claims to lands in the western 
part of the county to the United States. 

aWarch 1, 1784. The United States Congres^^ 
accepted the Vii^inia Act of Cession. 



I. April ari, 17H4. . Canmnn approved the Tcr^ 
ritnrial Ordinance of 1784, written by Thomas 
Jeffemun, to Hc»rve m a (ilan fur temporary gov* 
ernment f)f the western territorieB. Although it 
was never put into effect^ thiii plan influenced 
the content of the 1787 Northwest Ordinance. 
*h May 20, 1785, Congress passed the I^md 
Ofdinanee of 1785, which was a plan for divide 
ing and selling land in the western territories. 
K.May 0, 178(1 A committt>e of Congress, headed 
hy Jtuijes MunrtH? of Vir^mia, made a report 
ahout a plan for governance of the Northwest 
Territory that would bo the bai*in for the sub^ 
sequent Ordinance of 1787. 
U September 1M4, 1786, The Annapolis Con* 
vention was held. Delegates from five states- 
No w York, New Jersey, Delaware, Pennsylvania, 
and Virginia-^attended this meeting in Anna- 
polls, Maryland, The convention Issued a report 
that called upon the thirteen states to send 
representatives to a new convention to be held 
in Philadelphia In May, 1787, for the purpose of 
revising the Articles of Confederation/ 
M.September 18, 1786, Monroe's committee on 
government in the Northwest Teirltory was 
reorganised; William Johnson of Connacticiit 
became chairman, and Nathan Dane of Mas* 
^ichusetts joined the committee, Dane made 
important contributions to the Ordinance of 
1787 and was the compiler of the final draft 
of the ordinance, 

II. Events of 1787 to 1791 

A. February 21, 1787. Congress approved a con* 
vention in Philadelphia to revise the Articles of 
Confederation, 

B. May 25, 1787, A quorum of delegates from 
seven states arrived in Philadelphia to start the 
meeting known as the Constitutjonal Convene 
tion. 

C. July 13, 1787. While the Constituti ^mU Con- 
v^ention mot in Philadelphia, the Congress of the 
Confederation enacted the Northwest Ordi* 
nance, which was a plan for governing the ter- 
ritoiy north and west of the Ohio River. Free» 
dom of religion, riglit to trial by jury, and public 
education were asserted as rights of the people. 
Slavery was banned* 
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l).Septimtbi?r 17, 1787, Eiwb of the? twdvt? fitnto 
Un|<»gutlnn» valod lo lifiprovn Iho firial vopy of 
the CuhsUtuUon, whii!h huil Imm written by 
imrliclpiints in ihv Cunsiliulional ConvfnHion 
til I*hlladol|)hia. The* ConviTitlon iHided, 

RHepteinberSO, 1787, Ommmn ruroivod ihv 
|iro|)u§CKl ConBtilutiun frorn l\w Philiidulphiu 
Oonvontlon, 

F. So|4embor 28^ 1787, CongttisH vott*cI to send 
the ConBtitution to tho Ifiglnlaturo nt each 
Mtiito. CoHfirOBH ttskod each stuto la hold a 
spoclal cunvontionj which would oithor rutify 
(approve) of rojoct iho CunBtitution. 

G. Octobof 5, 1787. Con^Qm iolectod a governor 
and other officers fur the Northwest Territory 
accordhig to thtt ttjrfiiB of the Ordinanee of 
1787 * The fjrst novernor was Arthur St. CUilr. 

II. April 7, 1788, VoteranM of the War of Inde^ 
jjondtnic^e fonndfd Mnrirtta, at thr rnnnu- 
encf^ of the Ohio and Musklngam rivers, This 
W'fis the first permanent gettlernont of the North- 
west Territory after it wm orpnir^ed under the 
Ordinaneeof 1787, 

t June21| 1788. New Hampshire was the ninth 
state to ratify the Constitution* According to 
Article VII of i\m Constitution, nine st«te« had 
to ratify the Constitution to make it the law of 
the land, 

Jp April 1^ 1789, The Ilouie of Representatives, 
elected under the new Constitution , was or» 
gani^cdj with thirty of Its fifty -nine members 
present, 

K. April 6, 1789, The Senate met, with nine of 
its twenty-two members present. As required 
by the Constitution, ^nators counted ballots 
that had been cast by presidential electors and 
daclared George Washington first president of 
the United States, 

L, April 30, 1789, George Washington was in* 
augurated as first president of the United 
States under the Constitution of 1787. 

M.September 25, 1789. Conpresi approved twelve 
proposed amendments to the Constitution, 
which would provide certain civil liberties and 
rights to the people, 

N.Deeember 15, 1791, Virginia was the eleventh 
state to ratify ten of the constitutional amend- 
ments proposed by Congresi. Three fourths of 
the states had now approved them, as required 
by Article V of the Constitution, These ten 
amendments are known as the Bill of Rights. 

lit Events of 1800 to 1858 

A. May 7, 1800, A law was enacted by the federal 
governmenl Umt established the Indiana Ter- 
ritory, 

B. February 19, 1803, Ohio became the first state 
formed from the Northwest Territoi^, Ohio 



fMHered Ww Fmlnnil UnicHi m tlio HovontetnUh 

CJ>ecember 5, 1801. Ocivcrnor HarriHun pro- 
claimed that tho Indiana Territory had advanced 
to tlifi **Hc»<:ond or roprem'ntulivo urado of (Jov^ 
ornment" under provisions of thu Nortliweat 
Ordlnanct!* 

D.January 11, 1805. An act of ConRre^^ creati»d 
the Territory of Michigan, 

K, February 3, 1809, An act of (Jon0tm created 
the Territory of lUlnoia. 

F, December 11, 1816, A potltion for statehood 
was approved by the Indiana legislaturo and 
sent to the Congross of thn United StatcB. The 
petition claimed that Indiana Territory had mH 
eondltlons required for statehood cataiili^hed 
by the Northwest Ordinance. 
April 19, 1816, The federal government passed 
an Ernihlihg Avi that prf)viflf>fl tnr oUm lif>n <>f 
delegatus to a convention to write a conHtltu* 
tion forstato government in Indiana, 

M,June 10, 1816, Dolegates assembled at Corydon 
to write a constitution for state government in 
Indiana. 

i, June 29, 1816. Delegates to the Indiana Con* 
Htitutional Convention liigned the new constitu- 
tion, 

J, December 11, 1816, Jamr . Madison, president 

of the United States, appruved a resolution by 

Congress admitting Indiana to tlie Federal Union 

as the ninetoenth state, 
K.December 3, 1818. Illinois was admitted to the 

Federal Union as the twenty-first state, 
L, April 20, 1836, An act of Congress created the 

Territory of Wisconsin, 
M, January 22, 1837, Michigan was iidmltted to 

the Federal Union as the twenty-sixth state, 
N,May 29, 1848, Wisconsin was admitted to the 

Federal Union as the thirtieth state, 
0,MAy 11, 1858, MinnosoUi became the thirty* 

second state. A portion of the state, east of the 

Mississippi River, had been part of the original 

Northwest Territoii^. 
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1. Arriini4iiig ViwU m C'hroiu>I(mit*iil Onlvt, Thv 
ifiMrin in the Itnl bdciw nw NOT in i:'hn>nulrn|i( (il 
ordt;r. iit-arrangi? Unmo Hnns viml writo ilmu in 
c'urrnct (^hronolfjgUml order (the imlor in whi<!h 
Uwy happoned) on a «et)aniio piece of pa|H^r. 

ih Ifatifleation of i\w CcinMiiiutiori of i\w UmUHl 

b. Signing ot Ibo Troaty of Parin 

t:. EHtablighmont of the Indiana Tmiiory 

(I. Virginia Act of Cession 

0. Viimn^o of tbo Northwest OrdiniiniM? 

f, Indiana became n statt^ of tho Unlti'd Stales, 
The Bill of lilghts was added to the United 
States Constitution. 

h. Meeting of thr Annar>oliH Convenlion 

1. Conchigion of ihv Ccmstitiitional Convention 
In Philadelphia 

j, Conclusion of the Constitutional Convention 

in Corydon 
k. The state of Ohio wan created. 

1. The Btate of Wisconsin wan created, 

2. Matching Activity, Match the datCB in LIST A 
With the correct events in LIST B, Write the 
Roman numeral corresponding to each date 
in LIST A In the correct apace next to an event 
in LIST B. 

LIST A 

I September 3, 1783 

II May 7, 1800 

III DccemberlS, 1791 

IV December 11, 1816 

V September 17, 1787 

VI September 11,1786 

VII July 13, 1787 
Vin June 21, 1788 
IK June 29, 1816 

X December 20, 1783 



*K f,is( (wv niwtvH (inttn d (rum \\w NorthweMt 
Territory and arriin|*e them in iiie order hy 
which they enb'red the* UtUon. Wh«ni did inwh 
of thcHc HfatCH enter the Federiil Union? 

L fnlerpreilfig Facts in a Innelable. Refer to facts 
in tlu? Timetable in respond to tlie items below. 

a. Identify three eventi^ that had a major in- 
fluence on the content of the Northwest 
Ordinance. 

b. ffientify three eventB that Indicate how the 
Northwest Ordinance affected the achieve* 
ment of statehood in Indiana, 

c. Which five events in the Timetable are the 
most important or significant cvcntn in the 
early history of the United States? List 
til eye events in chronolotnciil order, f^xplahl 
your choices. 



LIST B 

1 ) The Annapolis Convention 
__(2) Ratification of the U J, Constitution 
_(3) Passage of the Northwest Ordinance 
„{4) Ratification of the federal Bill of Rights 
_(5) Signing of the Treaty of Paris 
__^(6) Indiana achieved statehood, 
„„(7) Indiana Territory established 
_„(8) Conclusion of the convention that wrote 

the ConBtltution of the United StatCB 
_<9i Virginia Act of Cession 
__{10) Conclusion of the convention that pro^ 
duced Indiana *s first constitution 
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UpjH^r Territories of the United Smu% J«16 
By Luea^, BitlUmciri* and Pht!atlc»I|>hiii» IHIT, Ciiuric»gy 
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Tim AppmdiK incluclim fiftc^on clocuments that arc? uma, in 
nbrid^ed foriin in the bssons of this volume. Thn ilocuinent^'uru 
listed bdow* 

1 . Clrtrk^B iMim of hislruction, 1778 53 

2. Resolution of Congross on Public Lands, 1780 54 

3. Treaty of Vnfm, 1783 65 

4. Virginia Act of Cession^ 1783 57 

5. Ordinance of 1784 59 

6. Land Ordinance of 1785 

7 . Tho Northwest Ordinance. 1 737 65 

8. Act Creating Indiana Te^ltory, 1800 69 

9. Ha^lson Land Act, 1800 70 
10. Proclamation: Announcing That Indiana Territory Had 

Passed to tha Second Grade, 1804 75 

11* Act Dividing Indiana Territory, 1805 76 

12. Act Dividing Indiana Territo^, 1809 77 

13. Indiana Suffrage Act, 1811 75 

14, Memorial for Indiana Statohood, 1815 79 

15, Indiana Enabling Act, 1816 gj 
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Document 1 

Clark's Letter of Instruction^ 1778 



IN COUNCIL, W'»«HUIia. Jany. 2^'' 177H. 

Ueu, Coloml Ocorgi? llogtm Clark: 

You are to praceod with nil conveniont np%m\ to 
rako gevtin companlos uf mMmm to consist of fifty 
men m\^\\, offlcc^riKl In the uaual manner & armed 
most properly for the Enterprl^^ts & with this 
Forcu attack the British post at Kaskasky. 

It IB conj(fctur<Hl that thprc are many p\mm of 
cannon & military store.^ to considerable^ amount 
at that places thu taking and preservation of which 
would bo a valuable acqulsitluh to the* stai^ If 
you aro bo fortunate* therefore m to succf . in 
your Expedition, you will take every pu^Bible 
Measure? to socuro tho artillery & stores & what- 
ever may advantage the state. 

For the Transportation of the Troops, pro* 
visions, &c., down the Ohio, you arc to apply to 
the Commanding officer at Fort Pitt for Boats, & 
during the whole Transaction you are to take 
especial care to keep the true Destination of your 
Foree secret. Its success depends upon this. 
Orders are therefore given to Capt" Smith to 
secure the two men from Kaskasky, Similar con- 
duct will be proper in similar cases, It is earnestly 
desired that you show Humanity to such British 
iubjects and other persons as fail in your hands. If 
the white Inhabitants of that post & the neigh* 
bourhood will give undoubted Evidence of their 
attachment to this State (for it is certain they live 
within its limits) by taking the Tegt prescribed by 
Law & by every other way & means in their power, 
Let them be treated as fellow citizens & their 
persons & property duly secured. Assistance & 



Kmm: lndinn» HlAtofi«?jii Btidnly Piibiic«iions, Vohim« I, 
Niimlic'r L I'mcvcdinm of Ihv tmliana HMfiHcal Sochly, 
iHilO tHHH (IfHilfinfiiMilis; Thf llowf^n Mrrriil tVj., imT), 

jirotection against all Enemies whatever shall be 
afforded them & the Commonwealth of Virginia 
is pledged to accomplish it. But if these people 
will not accede to these roaionablo Demands they 
must feel the miseries of war under the direction 
of that Humanity that lias hitherto distinguished 
Amoricans & which it is OKpected you will ever 
consider as the Rule of your Conduct & from 
which you are in no Inslxinci! to depart. 

The Corps you aro to command are to receive 
the pay & allowance of Militia & to act under the 
Laws & Regulations of this state now In force, The 
Inhabitants at this Post v/lU be informed by you 
that in case they accede to the offers of becoming 
Citizens of this Commonwealth a proper garrison 
will be maintained among them & every attention 
bestowed to render their commerce benef iciaU the 
fairest prospects being opened to the Dominloni 
of both France & Spain, 

It is In contemplation to establish a post near 
the Mouth of Ohio* Cannon will be wanted to 
fortify It, Part of those at Kaskaeky will be easily 
brought thither or otherwise secured as circum* 
stances will make necessa^. 

You ajre to apply to General Hand for powder & 
lead necessary for this Expedition. If he can't 
iupply it the person who has that which Capt, 
Lynn bro^ from Orleans can. Lead was sent to 
Hampshire by my orders & that may be delivered 
you. Wishing you success, lam 
Sir, 

Your hble. ser., 

P. HENRY. 



63 



53 



Document 2 



Resolution of Congress on Public Lands, 1780 

Fromi VVonliiinftoti C. Vtm\, *H o/ , vtU,, Jnunmh nf thr 
a a, UliO). iH;fM5, 

Rmoltmi, that the* unappmprintod IuMd.H that 
may bo ceded or relinquished to tho United States, 
by any particular States, pursuant to the rccom^ 
mendation of CongrosM on tho 6 day of September 
last, shfdl \m disposed of for the common benefit 
of tho United States, and be settled and formed 
into dlsthict republican States, which nhall becume 
members of the Federal Union, and shall have 
the same rights k i Bovcrelgnty, freedom and 
indcpondcncc, as the other States; that eaeh Sluto 
which shall be so formed Bhall contain a suitable 
extent of territory, not Imn than one hundred nur 
more than one hundred and fifty miles square, or 
as near thereto as circumBtance will admit; 

That the necossaiy and reasonable expenees 
which any particular State shall have incurred since 
the commencement of the present war, in subduing 
any of the British postSj or in maintaining forts or 
garrisons within and for the defence, or in acquir- 
ing any part of the territory that may be ceded or 
relinquished to the United States, shall be reim^ 
bursed; 

That the said lands shall be panted and settled 
at such times and under such regulations m nhnll 
hereafter be agreed on by the United States in 
Conpesi aasembled, or any nine or more of them. 




Fort Wayno In 1794 
Courtesy Indlonu Historical Society 
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Document 3 



[Afticlo 1 rocogiilijL's the intlupendenct' of the 
United Stutos.] 

[Article 2 doflnes the boundaries of tho United 
States; thv Atlantic on tho cast, tho Mississippi on 
the west, upproxitnntoly tho present boundary on 
tht? north, and the 31st parallel-which excludod 
Florida and Now Orleans-on tho south,] 

AETICLE 3 

It is agreed that tho Pnoplc of the United States 
shall continue to enjoy unmolested tho Eight to 
lake Fish of every kind on the Grand Bank and on 
all the other Banks of Now-foundland, also in the 
Gulph of St. Lawrence, and at nil other Plnccs in 
the Sea where the Inhabitants of both Countries 
used at any time heretofore to fish. And also that 
the Inhabitants of the United States shall have 
Liberty to take Fish of every Kind on luch Part 
of the Coast of New-foundland as British Fisher- 
men shall use, (but not to dry or cure the same on 
that Island) And also on the Coasts Bays & Creeks 
of all other of his Britannic Majesty's Dominions in 
America, and that the American Fishermen shall 
have Liberty to dry and cure Fish in any of the 
unsettled Bays Harbours and Creeks of Nova 
Scotia, Magdalen Islands, and Labrador, so long as 
the same shall remain unsettled but so soon as the 
same or either of them shall be settled, it shall not 
be lawful for the said Fishermen to dry or cure 
Fish at such Settlement, without a previous Agtm- 
ment for that purpose with the Inhabitants, 
Proprietors or Possessors of the Ground. 

ARTICLE 4 

It is apeed that Creditors on either Side shall 
meet with no lawful Impediment to the Recovery 
of the full Value in Sterling Money of all bona 
fide Debts heretofore contracted. 

ARTICLE 5 

It is agreed that the Conpess shall earnestly 
recommend It to the Legislatures of the respective 
States to provide for the Restitution of aU Estates, 
Rights and Pro^rties which have been confiscated 
btlonglng to real British Subjects; and also of the 
Estates Rights and Properties of Persons resident 
m Districts in the Possession of his Majesty's Arms, 
and have not borne Arms against the said United 



Treaty of Paris, 1783 

Kroni; Forri'si Merionalil and Kllcn Shii|iiro McDoiiuUI 
Vdnfciirntlnii and Canntitulmn. I7HI-17H<) (t'olumbin' 
H, v.: Urilvi'fdity of Koulh Ciirollmi Vnim, 1068), 20-32! 

States. And that Persons of any other Description 
shall have free Liberty to go to o-'iy Part or Parts 
of any of tho thirteen United States and therein 
to remain twelve Months unmoIoBtod In their 
Endeavours to obtain the Restitution of such of 
their Estates Rights & Properties as may have been 
confiscntod. And that Congresi shall also earnestly 
rnrommend to the sevfral Slntns, a Reconsidera- 
tion and Revision of all Acts or Laws regarding the 
Premises, so as to render tho said Laws or Acts 
purfoctly consistent, not only with Justice and 
Equity, but with that Spirit of Conciliation, which, 
on the Return of the Blessings of Peace should 
universally prevail. And that Conpess shall also 
carnostly recommend to the several States, that 
the Estates, Rights and Properties of such last 
mentioned Persons shall be restored to them, they 
refunding to any Persons who may be now in Pos- 
session, the Bona fide Price (where any has been 
given) which such Persons may have paid on pur- 
chasing any of the said Lands, Rights or Properties 
since the Confiscation, ' 
And it Is agreed that all Persons who have any 
Interest in confiscated Lands, either by Debts, 
Marriage Settlements, or otherwise, shall meet 
with no lawful Impediment in the Prosecution of 
their just Rights. 

ARTICLE 6 

That there shall be no future Confiscations made 
nor any Prosecutions commenced against any 
Person or Persons for or by Reason of the Part 
which he or they may have taken Ln the present 
War, and that no Person shall on that Account 
suffer any future Loss or Damage, either in his 
Person Liberty or Property; and that those who 
may be in Confinement on such Charges at the 
Time of the Ratification of the Treaty in America 
shall be immediately set at Liberty, and the Pro- 
secutions so commenced be discontinued. 

ARTICLE 7 

There shall be a firm and perpetual Peace bt- 
tween his Britannic Majesty and the said States and 
between the Subjects of the one, and the Citizens 
of the other, wherefore all Hostilities both by Sea 
and Land shall from henceforth cease: All Pri- 
soners on both Sides shall be set at Liberty, and his 
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Britannic Majesty fihall with all convonioni fipwerl, 
and without causing any Destruction, or carrying 
away any Nogroos or other Property of thu 
American Inhabitants, withdraw all his ArmicB, 
Garrisons & Fleets from the said United States, and 
from every Port, Place and Harbour within the 
same; leaving in all Fortifications the American 
Ai'tillery that may be therein: And shall also Order 
& cause all Archives, Records, Deeds & Papers be- 
longing to any of the said States, or their Citizens, 
which in the Course of the War may have fallen 
into the Hands of his OfflccrSi to bo forthwith 
restored and delivered to the proper States and 
Persons to whom they belong. 



ARTICLE 8 

The Navigation of the River Migsisiippi, from its 
source to the Ocean shall for ever remain free and 
open to the Subjects of Great Britain and the 
Citi'/,ens of the United States* 



ARTICLE 9 

hi Case it should so happen that any Place ur 
Territory belonjiing tu great Britain or to the 
United States should have been conquer -d by thti 
Arms of either from the other bf fore the Arrival 
of the siUd Provisional Articles in America it Is 
agreed that the same shall bo restored without 
Difficulty and without requirinn any Compensa* 
tion. 

ARTICLE 10 

The solemn Itatlfications of the present Treaty 
expGdited in good & due Form shall be eKchanged 
between the contracting Parties in the Space of Six 
Months or sooner if possible to be computed from 
the Day of the Signature of the present Treaty, In 
Witness whereof we the undersigned their Ministers 
Plenipotentiary have in their Name and in Virtue 
of our Full Powers signed with our Hands the 
present Deflnitivo Treaty, and caused the Seals of 
our Arms to be affix 'd thereto. 




Btnjtmin Franklin 
PrankUn was one of the United States minUtGrE who 
negotiated the Treaty of Parli. Courtesy Indiana Historical 
Society. 



S6 



66 



VIrg 



To all who shall see these prrmontB, wo Thomas 
JoffofBOtij Samuel Ilardyj Arthur Lee und James 
Monroe the underwritten delogntes for the Com- 
monwealth in Virginia^ in the CongreBB of the 
United States of Amorica, send Oreetingt 

Whereas the general assembly of the Comtnon- 
svealth of Virf^inm at their sessions begun on the 
20th day of October, 1783» passed nn act, entitled 
*'An Aet to authorise the delegates of this State 
in Congrogg to convey to the United States in 
Congress assembled, all the right of this common* 
wealth, to the territory northwestward of the 
river Ohio/* in these words following to wit: 

'-Whereas the Congross of the United States did, 
by their act of the sixth day of September in the 
year 1780, recommend to the several states in the 
Union, having claims to waste and unappropriated 
lands in the wegtern country, a liberal cession to 
the United States, of a portion of their respective 
claims for the common benefit of the Union: and 
whereas this Commonwealth did, on the 2d day of 
January, in the year 1781, yield to the Congre^ of 
the United States, for the benefit of the said states, 
all right, title and claim which the said Common* 
wealth had to the territory northwest of the river 
Ohio, subject to the conditions annexed to the said 
act of cession. And whereas the United States in 
Conpess assembled, have, by their act of the 13th 
of September last, stipulated the terms on which 
they agree to accept the cession of this State, 
should the legislature approve thereof, which 
terms, although they do not come fully up to the 
propositions of this Commonwealth, are conceived 
on the whole, to approach so nearly to them, as to 
induce this State to accept thereof, in full con- 
fidence, that Conpess will in justice to this State, 
for the liberal cession she hath made, earnestly 
press upon the other states claiming large tracts 
of waste and uncultivated territory, the propriety 
of making cessions, equally liberal, for the com- 
mon benefit and support of the union* Be it en- 
acted by the General Assembly, that it shall and 
may be lawful for the delegates of this State, to 
the Congress of the United States, or such of them 
as shall be assembled in Congreis, and the said del^ 
egatci, or such of them so assembled, are hereby 
fully authorized and empowered, for and on behalf 
of this Stat«, by proper deeds or instrument In 
writing, under their hands and seals, to convey, 
tranifer, assign and m^e over unto the United 



Document 4 

inia Act of Cession^ 1783 

Frnmi \hihvti \l IlnwkiiiN, c#>iiiplli'r. fmiimmH Hond to 
SiatvhaOil ( iiulian«|Killji: Incilitnii Jliatorlciil liuri^nu, I9(!f)). 

States in Congregs assembled, for the benefit of the 
mid states, all right, title and claim, as well of soil 
as jurisdiction, which this Commonwoolth hath 
to the territory or tract of country within the 
limits of the Virginia charter, situate, lying and 
being to the northwent of the river Ohio, subject 
to the tenns and conditions contained in the be* 
fore recited act of CongresB, of the 13th day of 
September last; that is to say, upon condition that 
the territory so ceded, shall be lend out and formed 
into states, containing a suitable eKtont of ter^ 
ritory, not less than one hundred, nor more than 
one hundred and fifty miles square, or as near 
thereto m circumstances will admit; and that the 
states so formed, shall be distinct republican states, 
and admitted memberH of the federal union; having 
the same rights of sovereignty, freedom and in- 
dependence, as the other states, That the neces- 
sary and reasonable expences incurred by this 
State, in subduing any British posts, or in main- 
taining forts or garrisons within, and for the de- 
fence, or in acquiring any part of the territory so 
ceded or relinquished, shall be fully reimbursed by 
the United States: and that one commissioner shall 
be appointed by Congress, one by this Common- 
wealth, and another by those two commissioners, 
who, or a majority of them, shall be authorized 
and empowered to adjust and liquidate the account 
of the necessary and reasonable expences incurred 
by thli State, which they shall judge to be com^ 
prised within the intent and meaning of the act of 
Conpess, of the 10th of October, 1780, respecting 
such expences. That the French and Canadian in- 
habitants, and other settlers of the Kaakaskies, St. 
Vincents, and the neighboring villages who have 
professed themselves citizens of Virginia, shall have 
their possessions and titles confirmed to them, and 
be protected in the enjoyment of their rights and 
liberties. That a quantity not exceeding one 
hundred and fifty thousand acres of land, promised 
by this State, shall be allowed and panted to the 
then Colonel, now Geneml George Rogers Clark, 
and to the officers and soldiers of his regiment, 
who marched with him when the posts of Kas* 
kaskies and St* Vincents were reduced, and to 
the officers and soldiers that have been since In- 
corporated into the said regiment, to be laid off in 
one tract, the length of which not to exceed 
double the breadth, in such place on the northwest 
side of the Ohio, as a majority of the officers shall 



chooso, orid to be uftorwards diviclcd among thu 
said ottUmn and mMmm in duo proportion, accord* 
ing to the laws of Virginia, That in caso the quan» 
tity of good lands on tho ioulheast side of the 
Ohio, upon tho waters of Ciimborland river, and 
between the Oroen river and Tonnesseo rivers which 
have boon reserved by law for the Virginia Troops 
upon continental establishment, should^ from tho 
North Carolina line, bearing in further upon the 
Cumborland lands than was expected, prove in* 
suffieiont for their legal bounties, tho deficiency 
should be made up to the said troopi, in good 
lands, to be laid off between the rivers Scioto, and 
Little Miami, on the northwest aido of the river 
Ohio, in such proportions as have been engaged to 
them by the lawg of Virginia, That all the lands 
within the territory m ceded to the United States, 
and not rcBerved for or appropriated to any of 
the before-mentioned purposes, or disposed of in 
bounties to the officers and soldiers of the 
American armyi shall be considered as a common 
fund for the use and benefit of such of the United 
States, OS have become or shall become memberi of 
the confederation or federal aliiance of the said 
states, Virginia incluiivc, according to their Uiual 
respective proportions in the general charge and ex- 
penditure, and shall be faithfully and bona fide 
disposed of for that purpose, and for no other use 
OF purpoie whatsoever, ftovided that the teust 
hereby reposed in the delegates of this State, shall 



not be executed, unless three of them at least are 
prcment in CongreMti/' 

And whereag the mkl general asriemhly, by their 
resolution of June (ith, 1783, had constituted and 
afjpohited m thn miid ThomaB Joffer«on, Samuel 
Hardy, Authur Leo, and James Monroe, delegates 
to repreaont the said Commonwealth in ConpCMS 
for one yeari from the firit Monday in November 
then next following, which renolution remain«i in 
full force: Now therefore know ye that we the 
ftaid Thonias Jefff^fHon, Samuel Hardy, Arthur Lee, 
and Jamm Monroe, by virtue of the power and 
authority committed to us by the act of the said 
general assembly nf VirgSniH i^f^fore reoiu^d^ and in 
the name, and for and on behalf of the said Com- 
monwealth, do by thorns preHentR mnvpy, transfer, 
assign, and make over unto the United States in 
Congress AHHembled, for the benefit of the Baid 
states, Virginia Inclusive, all right, title and claim, 
as well of soil as of jurisdiction, which the said 
Commonwealth hath to the territory or tract of 
country within the limits of the Virginia charter^ 
situate, lying and being to the northwest of the 
river Ohio, to and for the uses and purposes, and 
on the conditions of the said recited act. In tosti* 
mony whereof, we have hereunto subscribed our 
names and affLKed our seals, in Conpess, the 
[first] day of [March] in the year of our Lord one 
thouiand and seven hundred and eight-four, and of 
tho independence of the United States the eight.'* 




Maptvd from Catherine Drinkrr Bowen, Miradv at Phila^ 
( €lphm: T/?r mno' of the ComiiiuUona! CmvetHhn Mas^ 
to September, J787 (Boston: Little. Brown i960) ^ * 
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Hvmlvrd, that ho much ot the territory i i?t\vi\ at 
ttj hv imkti by intlividtiiil HUdm to thi? Uhit<nl 
HtMm tm nlrtnuly pmvhum^d or ihiill be* pinchmud 
of tht> indUm mhn\HUmin imd offi^mJ for sale by 
Uun^pm, shnil ho divkff^d into dlstlni'l stntos, in 
ih(* foIlDWiiig nmmvt, m mnitly nn ^tieh am^lam 
will admit; that b to say, hy jmmlbJs of latitiidr*, m> 
that eacit state? ahitl! eoniprf'hond from norih to 

south two drUfrrn of jftlifydn^ iH^Minnin^ lOUIII 

from thi^ eomfil<?tion of 15*^ north of the eqiuitor; 
litid hy mmidmm of longitudt', nrio of which shal! 
iwiss throuiih the* lownst |»oint of thf* f«pid^ of 
Ohio, ond tht? othr^r throuMh the vvcst<^rri capo of 
tlif^ mouth of i\w Gmit Kanawhit. But the tor^ 
rilory eastward of this last meridiain botw^on tho 
Ohio, Lokc Erie, and Pomisyiyaiiia %lml\ Im mm 
nUiiv what^of?vf*r may be its comprehension of 
latitudo. Thflt which may Uc beyond the trorti^ 
plction of the 4fith dtgrt)i« lietween thc^ Mid inerkb 
ians shall make part of the uUiie adjoining It on the 
^outh; lind that part of the Ohio which is between 
the mmo meridians tolncidmg mmly with the 
panillel of 30*^^ shall be $ubiiUutt»d m tm in lieu <jf 
that imrailel m a boundary line. 

Thiit the N*ttkri on iiny territorj^ so purrhiiscd 
and offered for aalo shal!, either on their own poti* 
tlcm^ Of on the order of Congw^, reccnvo authority 
from them with appointments of time and pliici 
for thf?ir free male* of full nge within the Iimtt.% of 
their Mute to meet together for the purjKJse of 
establiihuig ti temporary government, to adopt the 
eonstllutlon and laws of any one of the original 
stiites, so that iuch laws nevertheless shall be sub* 
jeei to alteratton by thetr ordinary lepslature; and 
to erect, inject to a like alteration, counHe . 
tawnshlps . . , for the eleelion of members ftr ihe^r 
legialiiture. 

That when any such gtate shall have actjuired 
20,000 free Inhabttiints, on giving due proof there- 
of to Conpess, they shall receive from thum nu^ 
thority with appointments of time and plaei* to eall 
a convention of represeni^tivei to establHh a pet^ 
tmmni eonstitwtlon and government for them* 
$elvef , provideci that both the tempomry and per^ 
manent governments he eftablishri on these 
prineiplei as their boiii: 

Firit, that they shall forever remain a p^rt of 
this conWeimey of the Unit^ States of America, 
^ond, that they ihall bo subjeet to the Articles of 
Confederation in all tho^ caiei in which the 



origlnu! states shall be no suiijert and to all the actu 
and ordinances of the United Btate^ in ConpeM 
asi*embled, tonforniable thereto. Third, that they 
Bhail jn no mm Interfere wltJi the pfimary disposal 
of the noil by the United States in CongreMawrn* 
liled* nor with the ordinances and roifuliitlons 
whieh C^ongress may find necestiiry for ^eeuring 
I he title in such ?;nil to the brina fide pureha^i^r$. 
Fourih, ihnt Wwy shiill hv sutijeel to pay a pari of 
the federal debts eoniratited or to be eontnietecl, to 
be apportioned oh th*^rn by Congress, fieeordlnn to 
the same common rule and measure by whieh 
apf uronmenta thereof Mhall bv made on the other 
Hiuim. iMfth, tfial no tax shall be imposed on 
lands, the j>roperty of Iht^ United States. Si^th, 
thai their reg|iertive governments ihail bo repub^ 
liran. Seventh, that the lands of nonresident pro- 
prietors iihflll In no vnm be taxed higher than those 
of residents within any new atate before the ad* 
mission thereof to a vote by lin delegates in Con- 
gress, 

That whenscjever any of the mid .states iht^i 
have, of free inhabiUint.^* as many m shall then be 
in any one the least numerous of the thirteen 
original statei, iueh atate shall be admitted by its 
delegates into the Congress of the United States on 
an equal footing with the said origlnai states; 
provided the consent of so many itattm in Congress 
is first obtained as may at the time be competent 
to such admlaslon. And in order to adapt the mid 
Artieles of Conf€?denttion to the state of ConpesB 
when its numbers shall be thus increased, it shall t^e 
pro|mse<J lo th^ legj$Iatures of the statei^, originally 
parties fhei no, to requir** the absent of twoHhirds 
of the United States in Congresji assembled In all 
Iho^ castas wherein, by the mid Articles, the aisent 
of nine states is now required; which being agreed 
lo by them shall be biiiding on the new states 
Until such admis^^ion by their rielegati^s into Con^ 
any of the said .states after the eitablithmcnt 
of their tempomry gover nment iball have authority 
to keep a member in Congress, with a r%ht of de- 
bating, but not of voting. 

That meaiure^ not inconsistent with the 
principles of the eanfederatiori aid nemm^ry for 
the pmservation of peace and good order among 
the settlers in any of the iaid new states until they 
ihall atoimi! a temporwy government as afof estiid^ 
may from time to time N taken by the United 
Stales in Congreii aa^mbletl 
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That Uui pr«t:«*fling: iirUcloa shiill \m forirUHl Una 
a dmrim of compiict, uhnli \w duly i?xci ninr! by tho 
Pri*8kl0nt at Om^ Ufiifml Btnte^ in Corigff's« 
bli^d, under hin hund iind ihv mil at the Uiuti?d 
HiMm, rftnll be i>romu!«iit€jd aful shall sUind im 
fundanu)nt4d rufintiliuiuns biiiwc^ni ihn thirt«f*ri 



ori|?inrd stiiic*?^ iiiid t^iich fjf ilie snvnrnl nlnimi mm 
ru'wly drrr:f rihf clj unidli^rubl*^ . , . htit by the* joitif 
i onfUMit at Ihv Ufiitrcl HiMm m Cun^in^HB iismmii* 
bind, and of iht^ imilvuhw ^U\ify wifhiji whidi mah 
nUvTiiiUm is inopuhml to be iniidf?. 




The N'f *ftliwf**t Ti^rr iUify a* Divi<fr*<l by 

From: Prirf 8 Onuf* "From Coni^tUuiion to Higher I^iw; 
The Hrmlcfjirrtiihon cif the* Kciffhw€*^t Ofclinanct*.*' 0/i#«i 
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An Orfliiinnrp for tinvAmmnlnu the mmlp of cli54^ 
poHinii of Liiiifb in ihv Wi^sinrn Tt^rritory, 

Hv if ordained by thi? Unitntl Hinw^ in (jniigrnHg 
iiKsomblccI, ihut ihv If-rritory tedotl by irulivkluiil 
Htam to tho Uniif^d StafOH, whirh hm hvvn pur^ 
of ihj [ndian inhabihinfi, shall fHMh?qjf>Rrd 
^ t ill Ihe followhi^ mnnnrrr 

A KUrvi'Vor fmni n;irh KinUi j.hHll h?^ ;ippninLrd 
by (Vjngri'F^K, or ii coinmitU^r of ihn Sudr^^, who 
Nhall lakp iin Oolh for thi* nuthful ili^ hifrtte of hiri 
dory, befon* flu* Oeognipher of ihv Vmlvd Htalo^, 
who \n hi tvby oinpowen^d and diret tod to atlinln- 
ister tho ham«»; unci ihv hk<* oath ?ihall bo iHlinln* 
iKU rr*d to mivh chain carrier, by t he survi^yor undor 
^vluun h<i iwin, 

Tho Ofographci, under whfiHP dirfHtiort Iht' 
Mirveyors shall act, shall uiJcasiofially (orm such 
renulationg for their conduct, m bo Hhall derm 
fUfcessiiry: iind shall hnvv authority to mnpimd 
thoin for niiscxinduct in Officii, and shall mako n> 
port of the same to Congress or to tlu^ Conunittcc 
of ihv Stiites; and he ^hall make report In cast^ of 
siiJificsH, doath, or resignation of any surveyor. 

The Survc^yors, they are respect ivcly cjuali^ 
fiod, dvM proceed to divide tlie Hiiid territory into 
iowfisihips of six miles square, by linos running due 
north and souths and others crtJ^sing the^ie at right 
angles, as near as may bo, unless where ihe bounds 
aries of the late Indian purchaser may render the 
Hame impracticable, and then they shall depart 
from this rule no farther than Muh particular 
uircumsianeesi may re<|uire; find each surveyor shall 
be allowed and paid at the rate of iwu dollars for 
overy mile, in length, he shall run. includini4 the 
wai*es of chain carriers, markers, and every other 
expenjie attending tlu^ same. 

The fiist hue, rutming north and 50uth as a- 
forcMid* shall bej^in on the rivi r Olun, at a f>omi 
that s.hall be fomid to be due north from the went* 
ern lerminaiion of a line, which hm been run as 
the southern boundary of the :4ate of Pennsylva^ 
nia; and the tmi line, running east and weal, kIuiII 
begin at the same puint, and shall exieml through^ 
nut the whole temiory, rrovidcii, thai oothinM 
heroin Uiall be tonsirue<l, m fixing the western 
boundary of the ^tate of Pennsylvania, The i^m^ 
icrapher shall designate the townshipf, or fractional 
parts of townships, by numbers prape*.^ively from 
south to north; always beginning mch r?inge with 
number one; and the ranges ihall be distinguished 
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Land Ordinance of 1785 

Krom: IhihfTi If UnwUtm^ ronujilrr. !tulituUt\ tiiiud in 
Shits hunti iUMiiiihi^}n\h\ liHliMnii llififorii'iil Huff/iu. HMUl), 

by their proiireH^ive numln to the we^itward, The 
first rnh^v, exlendin^t from the Ohin to the lake 
Krie, being marked number one. The j^eoi^rapher 
shall itersonaily attend to the runninii of ihv tmi 
iwi and wf.st hue; and shall take the lanlude of 
the eKtremeH id the nr3.t nortfi and Kouth line* and 
of the niouHiH of the (irincifia! rivers. 

I he huv^ aiall he meaHUicil wMli a chum: *ihall i>e 
plaifdy niarked by charm on tlu^ Ircf^^ and exactly 
deiicribed on a plat; wheoH^n f^hall be nulcfl by the 
Kurveyor, at theif pn»pfT distance, all mines^ gait 
Bprin^K, salt lick^ and null Hcats, that Hhall come to 
h\H knowledge, and all water courses, mountains 
and other romarkable and permanent thinjifi, over 
and near whii^h ^uch hum mM pann, and also the 
quality of the lands. 

I he plat^i of the !own.shipM respectively, ?ihall bo 
marked by ^idKlivisionji into lotn of one mile 
square, or 6 10 acre,^, in the same direction m the 
exlernai lino^, and numbered from 1 to 36; always 
betiinning the succeeding range of the lots with the 
number next to that with which the preceding one 
concUidc^d. And where, from the causes before 
HicntiiJned, only a fractional part of a township 
shall bo ^imeytd, the lf>f r.roitnvii^d thereon, shnJl 
bear the same numlierN the townnhip had been 
entire. And the i,urveyor>. m running the external 
lines of the townHhifJS, ihalb at the interval of 
every mi(e, mark *'orner?^ -^r the lots which arc ad- 
jacent, always designatini: the same in a cliffcrent 
manner from ihmu of the townshifis. 

The geographer and sitrveyurh nhall pay the ut^ 
riifiM attention U) the variation of the magnetic 
nc^edle; and shall run anfj nf>ii- all lines l>y the true 
meridian, certifying, with every plaU what was the 
variation at th** time:^ o{ running the llneH thereon 
fUMed. 

As soon m hi^vni rangej4 of township^i, and 
fnti i jonal parth of trnvn^hifK, in the direction from 
Kouth in north, shall have fieen surveyed, thf* geo-^ 
grapher f^hal! transmit plau thereof to the board of 
ireaKury who Khali record the HiUne with the re- 
port, m well bound iif>okii to l)e kept rthat |>ur* 
iH»M'. And the geop^ipher shall make ^miilar re^ 
turn^i, from time to time, of every seven mnmy^ m 
they muy be surveyed. The Secretary at V-ar hhiill 
have recourse thereto, and ?ihall take by lot * lere* 
from, a number of lownshifn;, and fract^* fjarts 
of townships, as well from thoi.e .a bo sold entire 
as from those to be sold in loti, as will be equal to 
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WW nimmih jnirf nf \\w whole? of such nvvvn r/ingps. 
m ntHiriy m iiuty bo, for thn usiO c)f iho Iritn con* 
liiuMiUil mnyi iukI he shall niriki* a simihir draught, 
from iinw to limG» uiiUI u Huffitiiuiit qunntity is 
drawn lo mili»fy lh« miriif'j tu b»? uppliud in manner 
htjrriimififr dircM'tf»d. Tho h<iard of troiisiiry fihnlK 
from time lo timcn mmv, tho romttining numi*«*rB» m 
woll those to be sold ontirts as thuso to bv sold in 
lots, to be drawn for, in the name of the thirteen 
states respeetfvely, accnrding to the quotas in the 
Inst preceding requisition on till the itates; pro- 
vided, that In ease more land than iin proportion 
iu idlotted for mh, in any niale, at any distribu- 
tion, a deduction be made therefor at the tw%i. 

The lioard of treasury Bhall tranMmlt a copy of 
the origuml pluiiii priiviuuBly notinM thereon* the 
townshipft, and fractional parts of townships, 
which shall have fallen to the sevoral ^tate^, by the 
diatrlbution aforesaid, to the Commissioners of the 
loan offiee of the several stateH, who, after giving 
notice of not less than two nor more than six 
months by causing advertisements to be posted up 
at the court houses^ or other noted places in every 
county, and to bo ingerted in one newspaper^ 
published in tho states of their re.^idence re.^pec- 
lively, shall proceed to sell the townshipi, or frac- 
tional parti of townships, at public vendue, in the 
following manner* vi2,: The township, or frac- 
tional part of a township, N X» in the first range, 
shall be sold entire; and N 2, in the same range, by 
Idts; and thus in alternate order through the whole 
of the first range. The township, or fractional part 
of a township, N 1, in the second range, shall b© 
sold by lots; and N 2, in the same range, entire; and 
$o in alternate order through the whole of the 
second range* and the third range shall be gold in 
the same manner as the first, and the fourth in 
the same manner as the second, and thus alter* 
nately throughout all the ranges; provided, that 
none of the lands^ within the said tenrito^, be sold 
under the price of one dollar the acre, to be paid 
in specie, or loan office certificates, reduced to 
specie value, by the scale of depreciation, or 
certificates of liquidated debts of the United 
States, including interest, besides the expense of 
the survey and other charges thereon* which are 
hereby rated at thirty six dollars the township, 
in s|jecle or certificates as aforesaid, and so in the 
same proportion for a fractional part of a town* 
ship, or of a lot, to be paid at the time of sales; on 
failure of which payment the said lands shall again 
be offered for sale. 

There shiill be reserved for the United States 
out of every township* the four lota, being num* 
bered 8, 11, 26, 29, and out of every fractional 
part of a township, so many lots of the same 
numberi as shall be found thereon, for future sale. 
There shall be reserve the lot N 16, of eve^ 



townships fur t!u> rniunlenaniii^ of puhlir- m-hhuh, 
within tlir* *iiild township; iibfi utw third part of 
all goldj .sliver, lead and cop})er ininm^, iu he nold, 
or oiherwisi* (iispfjsed of m (Jongrf*i^fi shiil) here* 
after direct. 

When any town^ihip^ or fraciicinal fmrt of a 
township, ghttll have bi?en sold as aforesaid, and the 
Money or certificates received therefor^ the loan 
officer shall deliver a deed in the followinii terms: 

The United States of America to all to wliom 
those presents shall come, greeting: 

Know ye, That for the consideration of (blank) 
dollars we have granted, and hereby do grant and 
confirm unto [blank 1 the townrhip, {or fnictlonal 
part of a township, as the car.o may he) numbered 
(blank) in th^^ range jiilank) CHCopling then^from, 
and reservinj^ am third part of all gold, Bilver, lead 
and copppr mines wltlUfi the mmm and the lotr, 
Ns 11, 26, and 29, for future Hale or disposition, 
and the lot N IG, for the maintenance of public 
schools. To have to the mid (blurV) his heirs 
and aSBigna for ever; (or if more than one purchaser 
to thCf said (blank J their heirs and assigns forever 
as tenants in Common,) In witness whereof, (A.B.) 
Commissioner of the loan office, in the State of 
[blank] hath, in conformity to the Ordinance 
passed by the United States in Congress assembled, 
the twentieth day of May, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty five, 
hereunto set his hand and affbced his seal thig 
[blank] day of [blank] in the year of our I^ord 
(blank) and of the independence of the United 
States of America [blank] , 

And when any township, or fractional part of 
a township, shall be sold by lots as aforesaid, the 
Commissioner of the loan office shall deliver a 
deed therefor in the following form: 

The United States of America to all to whom 
these presents shall come. Greeting: 

Know ye, That for the conKidfration of [blank] 
dollars, we have granted, and hereby do grant and 
confirm unto I blank] the lot (or lots, as the care 
may be, in the township or fractional part of the 
township, as the case may be) numbered [blank] 
in the range [blank] excepting and reserving one 
third part of all gold, silver, lead and copper mines 
within the same, for future sale or disposition. To 
have to the said [blank] his heirs and assigns for 
ever; (or if more than one purchaser, to the said 
[blank] tht-u* heirs and assigns for ever as tenants 
in common). In witness whereof, (AM.) Com* 
missioner of tho continental loan office in the 
state of [blank] hath, in conformity to the Or- 
dinance passed by the United States in Congreis 
assembl^, the twentieth day of May, in the year 
of our LdkI 1786, hereMnto set hl^ hand and 
aiflxed his seid, this (blank]day of [blank] in the 
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yorir of our htmi Mitank] ami of ilu» Iruk^imadfMH o 
of ihv Uniiml Hlnim of Anmkn (blank 1 , 

Whidi rifiodg shall ho rcMjordijil in pruper honks 
by tho cOniiniHsionpr of the* loan office and uhnW 
\m mtiifwd to huvo bmm rocordoci. prnvintiB to 
ihoir hi'im delivered lu the puruhaHer. and shnll 
lit* gfjfid «nd valid to cunv(»y tiui lands in the siune 
dtmcfibed* 

*V\m iHmunmmnvfn of tho loan offiecm rosjifN^ 
tivdy, Khali tninsmit to the hoard of irensury 
every throo months, an itrnount of tho townships, 
frattional partH of townships, iind lots (TMnniHtml 
to their chorHp; specifying ihorein tho nnmeK of 
the persons to whom ^old^ luul the sums of money 
Of certifienteM reeeived for the name; iind ^ihnll 
eiuiKe iiH eerltficates by them received, to be 
Htruek ihrough with a elfeular puneh; and they 
Khull iie duly c'hurged in the* books of the trerisury, 
\vith the amount of the moneys or certificates, 
difitingiiiHhhig the same, by them receivml as nfore- 
said. 

If any township, or fractioniil part of a town-- 
ship or lot, remains unsold for eighteen months 
after the pkit shall huve been received, by the 
comfnisaioners of the loan office, the same shall be 
returned to the board of treufiury* and ghall bo gold 
in such manner as Congress may hereafter direct. 

And v^herea.^ CongroKs by th#ir re^olutians of 
September 16 and 18 in the year 1776, and the 
12th of Auguit, 1780, stipulated granU of land to 
certain offieerii and soldiers of the late continental 
army, and by the resolution of the 22d September, 
1780, stipulated panti of land to certain officer^ 
In the hospital department of the late continental 
army; for complying therefore with such engage- 
nients. Be it ordained, That the secretary at war, 
from the returns in his office, or such other 
evidence as the nature of the case may admit, 
determine who are the objects of the above 
resolutions and engagements, and the quantity of 
land to which such persons or their represent^ 
atives arc rospf^ctfvcly entitled, and cause the 
townships, or ftactiona! parts of townships, here- 
inbefore reserved for the use of the late con^ 
tinontal army, to be drawn for in such manner as 
he shall deem eKpedient, to answer the purpose of 
an impartial distribution. He shall, from time to 
time, iransmlt certificates to the commissioners of 
the loan offices of the different states, to the lineK 
of which the mllltury claimants have respectively 
belonged, specifying the name and rank of the 
party, the terms of his engagement and time of his 
service, and the divigion, brigade, regiment or 
company to which ho belonged, the quantity of 
land he is entitled to, and the township, or frac 
tional pwtt of a township, and range out of %vhich 
his portion is to be taken. 



The cfinunift^ioners of thr Umn offic;es Hhall 
exemite deedH for hiwh undivided proportion** in 
mnnmr und form lu»rein before mentioned, varying 
only in such u dearer* as in make the mmv con* 
forniabie Ui the certificiito froui the Secretary at 
Wnr, 

VVhc-n* any military claimantH of bounty in lands 
shall not have belonged to the line of any partic- 
ular state, similar certlficutos nhall be gent to the 
board of treasury, who shall exei tite deeds to the 
parties for the ^ame, 

11ie Secretary at War, from the proper returns, 
shall transmit to the board of treasury, a certifi* 
cate .specifying the name and rank of the Miveral 
cliiiiiKintE nf thp hn^pHof d^'partment of the late 
continf^ntai army, together with the quantity of 
land each claimant \h entitled to, and the township, 
or fractional part of a township, «nd range out 
of which his portion is to bo taken; and therenpon 
the bciard of treasury shall proceed to execute 
deeds to such claimant^?. 

The lioard of treasury, and the commissioners 
of the loan offices in the states, ahall, within 18 
months, return receiptfi to the secretary at war, for 
all deeds which have been delivered, as also all the 
original deeds which remain in their hands for want 
of applicantj, having been first recorded; which 
deeds so returned, shall be pregerved in the office, 
until the parties or their representatives require 
the ^ame, 

And be it further Ordained, That three town* 
ships adjacent to lake Erie be reserved, to be here- 
after diBpoBcd of by Congress, for the use of the 
officers, men and others, refugees from Canada, 
and tlie refugees from Nova Scotia, who are or may 
be entitled to grants of land under resolutions of 
Conpess now existing, or which may hereafter 
be made respecting them, and for such other 
purposes m Congress may hereafter direct. 

And be it further Ordained, That the towns of 
Gnadenhutten, Schoenbrun and Salem, on the 
Muskingum, and so much of the lands adjoining 
to the said towns, with the buildings and im- 
provements thereon, shall be reservt^d for tho sole 
use of the Christian Indlarts, who were formerly 
settled there, or the remains of that society, as 
may, in the judgment of the geographer^ be suffl* 
eient for them to cultivate, 

Saving and reserving always, to all officers and 
soldiers entitled to lands on the northwest side of 
the Ohio, by donation or bounty from the com- 
monwealth of Virginia, and to all persons claiming 
under them, all rights to which they are so entitled, 
under the deed of cession eKecutod by the del. 
egates for the state of Virginia, on the fir^t day of 
March, 1784, and the act of Congress accepting 
the same: and to the end that the ^id rights may 
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be fiilly unci ettmitmUy siicurod, lurccirrling to tiui 
iruo iniofil and mi?tttiing of tho gfdd doed of (^esston 
und ttet aforiK^aid, Ilo it OrdiiincHlj that no part of 
tho hind Included betwocn tht* mmn calhid lililo 
Miami and Saiot«, on tho northwest sidu of thu 
fiver Ohio, bi? sold, or in any rnannor aHi?niitt?d, 
until thcfro shall first liuvt! been laid off and appro* 
pflated for tho said Offiei^rg and Soldi«:irs, and 
persons claiming under thc?m, tho lands thoy ari? 



ontitlod to, agrc^oably to l\w mM doed of re^iHifai 
and act of Congri^i^^ arceplini^ tlu* nmm\ 

Dono by the? Unltud HtalcM in Congrc'^^fs as^^nrn* 
blf^d, tho 20th day of May, in thi* yimr of our l,ord 
1780, and of our Mw^roignty and ifidi'ppndfMH'f* !hn 
ninth, 

CharloH Thnnison, Richard 11. Lt?(?, 

Secretary, I'remdent. 



This Indenture nmlv lUv im , ni \hv Vt n of mn l ui,\ On- Thonn 

Eight Htinclrrd * nKTWl:i:X ituft,. Puf uw^, Sium mh (it lu hI \]w \ ^^:U■i\ SiaitM, |„r oiul 

iimler the iiutharity of ihr Cniiei! Si ilr^, and hi p^n junna? ol ilir Kil^r-ntlj Sn timi nl ilu A^/^ of < (hu^i, iiihitii- 

rd " All ACI fa mmm\ rili* Act, inflUflrd An Ad jUUii Him Jhr fhr hir Ihr l.a.:Js nf Ihv \ / A/. ^-.^ IJu^ 7Wf ihr,f 
-* Nwlh-JFcJl o/ ihe Ohm, a till ttkne ihe Mmih rjf KriUrnhf-ihnr,'' of i ; , = oiu p lU , ^;IhL 

of die Ctiunty of iind T<Tii!ory oHMTliiid. ofilir oth^ r juit ; Wi rNl'SSKTn, TIki! the fiid 

Sfcfitin, Ntanher in I he? i.i of »lu* 

Range of the l.nnds, fiifvt'Vcd ngrrnddy to the Laws of the Lfnilrd ^U\m, in the lorrikHv ; };Mr|'utK \\n \hv Terra of 
Si?ven Yr*irs, cmnmxmn^ horn and tlu? Dtv of ihu riioiifaui 

Eight Iluadred , na condtiion tlini \hv tMw xm \m\misvmimH Pinl! hv i\v\i\v ilii ir»>!u uhich 

ihefiiid covfn^HtH nnd iigfircs iu nuikr, do and prrlbn,!. * si ni^ lUili Mnii^ nnd 

piying to die Uaucd St/ifrs thr Sunt of f)olbr^, if dri;Hilt Ih' m.A^ Fit.^ 

Wiihin Five YvAm ivom the ccinnnencentcnt of lii^^ UVrnn to dcnr Arrt .s fd ^ll Trt r% Isjii" , rad W^md ; 

Two Aero of wlijch Umll be the bell Orchatd Grtuind. und H i uiu. ur pliiiUui sM\h One UitiHlii d Appie^Ju t^., ihiiMy and 
of a proper T\m to IVt in an Orchnrd ; which On hard flinit be enrlofed hy itirli; with n *:ood nnd fav^uil Fraic and kept 
in conlknf repiitr, ;iad no Anim;ds of rtay kind Aifl\Ted to fbnl % ;i-i^t^ ffindn; the reaijindrr uf ihr .^inii fud 

Arfei.fi> wof the nmn fiiilahle I^nd fl>f Meadimu in :i proper ninniur \\\\h ,i tulliuinr quantify of 

lierds-gfHb lifKi i :i..iw-fe«^^ nnd the find Meadow Umurhi j. s - lenccd nod iaipi«ivrd ai a -rHHl HullKUnl^like 
manner." 

FURTllEnMOIlE ihi* fliid rmi-nant^, th^a within tlir T. r:n id" 1- . Lr lie wdl clear 

Arri^^in a nntahfc mnnncr for pafiuiii^sf* and fWd Uie rune w: !i a ;^ i f (1*iViT 

snd Ilerd^-grafs ll^ed ; iiml idAHliat fie wdl clear in a pru|>rr aiaain r and Jrur Ufuler Innr -^mu iit . nti ^ the 
end of hf^Terij^ Aciin of tdbge Land; AND ihil a! the end «d he. m . iW 1/!.,! Lmd, 

€Oven;inted and ngreed to he eliNued as atimdanh Ihall be ft'pafalih ench>fld with agtn^J j.-l .-,u \\ n,.. .--ne* 
ably to the Liw of the Termors ; when the find is tn \ield cjuu t . i:J - i I P.JU n;un< 

^ IN WITNESS whereof the Farhes to thi^ Indenture have inferrhangeablv kl i\wn I I.tUi! . iIh lljv ami 

Year witfiin firft above wiiUt n, 

Sigfml SraM ami DelfiTreii | 
/« //f^ pre feme n/' | 



touftegy Indiiins Hintorieat S«»ciply 

7. J 
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Document 7 



Northwest Ordinance^ 1787 



An Ordinance fur Ihe «avt?rnm(?nL of tho torriiory 
uf tho United Slate Nqfth Wcat of the mvt Ohio. 

Ilo It otMmd by Iho Unitecl Sintf»s In Cim^TVBB 
mmmblvd thnt tho said ierritafy for the purposes 
of lt?jiip(>mry «ovf*rnin<'ril bo onv district; subjoot 
ht}Wc«vfT to hi* diyldrc! into iwn {ihtfu i^ an ftiiiir?* 
<;irtiJmstanco^ may m iiw opiniort of Congnm 
miike It eKf)odii!ni. 

Bn it ordained by the nut^rity aforosaid, That 
the mtiim both of feMont and twwtmidmi 
prciprirHors in tho mUi tefrttory dying int08tato 
Bhidl degcond to and be distributed rimong thoir 
chiidrGn and ilic» dose<»ndunt^ uf a dei eased child in 
equal parts; the doscondany of a decoaged child 
or grandchild id t-nko the share of their deceased 
parent in equal parts among thorn; and where there 
ahall be no children or descondanls then in equal 
parti to the ncKt of kin in equal degree and among 
eollaterab the children of a deceased brother or 
Bister of the intestftte shall have in equal parts 
among them their deceased parentis share and 
there shall in no ease be a distinction between kin- 
dred of tho whole and half blood; saving in all 
mmii to the widow of the intestate her third 
part of the real estate for life» and one third part 
of the personal estate; and this law relative to 
descents and dower shall remain Ln full force until 
altered by i,he legislature of the district. And 
until the governor and judges shall adopt laws m 
herein after mentioned estates in the said territory 
may be devised or bequeathed by wills in writing 
signed and geajed by him or her In whom the 
estate may be, being of full age and attested by 
three witnegstts, and real estates may be conveyed 
by lease and releaio or bargain and sale signed, 
sealed and delivered by the person being of full 
age in whom the estate may be and attested by 
two witnesses provided such wills be duly proved 
and Bueh conveyances be acknowledged or the 
execution thereof duly proved and be recorded 
within one year after proper magistrates, courts 
and registers shall be oppomtcd for that purpoi^ 
and personal property may be transferred by de- 
livery saving however to the French and Canadian 
inhabitants and other settlers of the Kaskasklcs, 
Saint Vincents and neighbouring villagGE who have 
heretofore professed themselves citizens of Vir* 
ginlaj their laws and customs now in force among 
them relative to the descent and conveyance of 
property. 
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(if ihr thiittHi SfatvH i\Smh\n0im, I). C, JfKM), 2:n!l.50, 

Be it ordiuncd by the authority aforesaid that 
there shall \w iippointed from time to lime by 
Conm-^^B a governor, whuBe coniniiBslfin ahull 
contifuie in force for the term of three ycarB, 
unle*^^^ sooner revoked by Congresn; he shall rrmide 
in the diatrkt and have a frt^^Uold mUii^ iht^rein, 
in onr^ thousand acres of land while in the ck^ 
crcine of hin office. There shall be appointed from 
time to time, liy CongreHs, a m^cretary, whoso 
commission shall continue In force for four years, 
unless sooner revoked; he shall reside in the district 
and have a freehold estate therein in five hundred 
acres of land while in the exercise of his office; it 
shall be hill duty to keep and preserve the acts and 
laws pasfted by the legislature and the public 
records of the district and the proceedings of the 
governor in his cKocutive department and transmit 
authentic copies of such acts and proceedlngi every 
six months to the Secretary of Conpess. There 
shall also be appointed a court to consist of three 
judges any two of whom to form a court, who shall 
have a common law jurisdiction and reside In the 
district and have each therein a freehold estate in 
five hundred acres of land while in the exercise 
of their offtceSj and their commissions sliall con^ 
tinue in force during good behaviour. 

The governor and Judges, or a majority of them, 
shall adopt and publish in the district such laws of 
the original states criminal and civil as may be 
necessary and best suited to the circumstances of 
the district and report them to Congress from time 
to time, which laws shall be in force in the district 
until the organisation of the general assembly 
therein, unless disapproved of by Congress; but 
afterwards the legislature shall have authority to 
alter them as they shall think fit. 

The governor for the time being shall be com* 
mander in chief of the militia, appoint and com- 
mission all officers In the same, below the rank of 
general officers; All general officers shall be ap* 
pointed and commisiloned by Congress. 

Previous to the organisation of the general 
assimbly the governor sh i'l appoint such mag- 
istrates and other civil officers in each county or 
township, as he shall find necessaty for the pre- 
senmtion of the peace and good order in the same. 
After the general assembly slmll be organ i^ed» 
the powers and duties of magistrates and other 
civil officers shall bo regulated and deflned by the 
said aMembly; but all magistrates and other civil 
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aUktm, not lu^rfin othf?rwim? rllrcRicnl nhnW during 
tho (MintitiiiftntK? of this leniporary |||oyf*rnnu*nl bo 
»|ip>lhtt»d by ihc? gavrrnor, 

For tho provonUofi af ofjiTHm iukI injurii*^ (Jm* 
to be adoploci or miide ^hall have forco iii nil 
imrlg of tho distflcl and for t\w QmmlUm of 
pracc»sB criminal and civil, the? governor shall make 
propf?r diviBions thereof, and ho Bhall proecod from 
tiino to time m circumatances may requiro to lay 
out tho parts of the district In which tho Indian 
titlf\^ Hhall hav<* hem extingubhed into i ountios 
and townships subjoct how«ver to such altoraiionB 
as may theroaftor bo mndti by tho logislaiurc. 

So hCion ag ilwtB ^hall be Hvo ihou»tind fret! mulo 
inhabitants of ftill age In the district upon giving 
proof thoroof to iha governor, ttit^y nhall rt^coivo 
authority with time and plact* to elect r^prosGnt- 
iiiiym from tholr eoimti«?s or townships to ro- 
prosont them in thn gonoral aBsembly; firovlded 
that for every five hundred fret* male inhabitants 
there bIiuII be one representative and so on pro- 
gressively with tho number of free male jnhabitantB 
shall the right of representation increase until the 
number of representcitlvcs shall amount to twenty 
five after which the number and proportion of 
representatives shall be regulated by the legislature; 
provided that no person be eligible or qualified 
to act as a representative^ unless he shall have been 
a citizen of one of the United States three years 
and bo a resident in the district or unUm he shall 
have reiided in the dtstriet three year^ and in either 
case shall likewiao hold in his own right in fee 
simple two hundred acres of land within tho 
same: Provided also, that a freehold in fifty acres 
♦»f land in the district having been a citizen of one 
of the itatei, and being resident in the diatrict; or 
the like freehold a^d two years residence in the 
district shall be necessary to qualify a man as an 
elector of a representative. 

The ropresentatives thus elected, ihall serve 
for the term of two years and In case of the death 
of a representative or removal from office, the 
governor shall issue a writ to the county or town- 
ship for which he was a member, to elect another 
in his stead to serve for the residue of the term. 

The general assembly, or legislature, shall consist 
of the governor, legislative council, and a house of 
representatives. The legislative council shall con* 
sist of five members, to continue in office five 
years unless sooner remove by Congrcog any 
three of whom to be a quorum and the members of 
the council shall be nominated and appointed in 
the following manner, to witi As soon as repre* 
sentatives shall be elected, the governor shall 
appoint a time and place for them to meet to- 
gether, and when met they shall nominate im 
persons rtsidenti in the district and each poMesiad 
of a fireehold in five hundred acres of Land and 
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rcMurn their nanK^s to C'ungrf**i*^; fivp f)f whoni 
CongroKfl fihali iippoint and TOminlssion to servo as 
aforesaid ; and whonovor a vatiiHu y shall happen in 
tfie council by death or romrival from nffico, tlin 
house of ropresentativcH shall nomiitale two 
pnrsons qualified as aforesaid, for enuh vacancy, 
and return their nnmes to Conyrcn^s, one of whom 
Congrcgi shall appoint and comftiiHalon for tlie 
residue of tho term, and every five years, four 
months at least Ijcfore the expiration of the time 
of service of tho Members of Council, the said 
house Khnli nominate ten persons qualified as 
aforosaid* and return their names to CongrcK^, five 
of whom CJongrcss shall apiwint and commission 
to serve m Members of the council five ymm^ 
unless sooner removed, And the Oovernor, Um^ 
islative council, and the houso of representatives, 
shall have authority to make laws in all cases for 
the good government of the district, not repugnant 
to the princlplps and nrtlrleH in this ordinance 
established and declaretl. And all bills having 
passed oy a majority in the house, and by a 
majority in the council, shall be referred to the 
Governor for his assent; but no bill or legislative 
Act whatever, shall be of any force without his 
assent. The Governor shall have power to convene, 
prorogue and dissolve the General Assembly, when 
in his opinion it shall bo exp^ient. 

The Governor, Judges, legislative Council, 
Secretaryj and such other officers as Congress shall 
appoint In the district shall take an Oath or Af- 
firmation of fidelity, and of Office, the Governor 
before the president of Congress, and all other 
Officers before the Governor, /\s soon as a leg- 
islature shall be formed in the district, the Council 
and house, assembled in one room, shall have 
authority by joint ballot to elect a Delegate to 
Congress who shall have a seat in Congress, with a 
right of debating, but not of voting, during this 
temporary Government. 

And for extending the fundamental principles 
of civil and religious liberty, which form tho 
basis whereon these republics, their laws and con- 
stitutions are erected; to fix and establish those 
principles as the basis of all laws, constitutions and 
governments, which forever hereafter shall be 
formed in the said territo^; to provide also for the 
establlihment of States and permanent government 
therein, and for their admission to a share in the 
federal Councils on an equal footing with the 
original States, at as early periods as may be con* 
iistent with the general interest^ 

It is hereby ordained and declared by the 
authority aforesaid, That the following articles 
shall be considered as articles of compact between 
the original states and the people and states in 
the said territory, and forever remain unalterable, 
unless by common consent^ fo wit: 
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Artldn thf? First, No i orson domouning hirnsolf 
in a poacji^ablo and orderly niannor nhnll over bo 
iiiDlostiHl on aceouni of his modi? of worship or 
roligloUR Heniimcnts in the siiid t^»rritDry. 

Article? the Second. The InhabitantB of tho said 
territory shall always bii entitled to tho bcnofitH 
of the writ of habt»aai cotpm, and of the trial by 
jury; of u proportionate repregcntrttion of the 
poople in tho logiBlaturo, and of judicial procoed- 
hip according to the course of tho wmman law; 
all persons ghali bo ballabh! unbsH for capital 
offengGHj whero tht! proof gha 1 im ovidont, or the 
prrHiimptlon gmiU all timn shall Iw moderate, 
afid fiu vtuvl or unusual punishments shall bo 
inflicted; no man Bhnll bi? deprived of his liberty or 
prfjpprty but by tho judgment of his imm, or the 
law of tht? land; and should tht* public OKiguncioH 
nuike it neeeB^iiry for the common prosorvation to 
take any \nmom i^roperty, or to demand his parti* 
cular services, full componisation shail Im mad« ffir 
tho same: and in tho just presorvatlon of rights and 
property it k understood and declared; that no 
laiv ought ever to bo made, or have force? in the 
said territory, that shall in any manner whatever 
interfere with, or affect private contractE or 
engagements, bona fide and without fraud pre* 
viously formed. 

Article the Third. Religion, Morality and 
knowledge, bciing necessary to good government 
and the happjneis of mankind* Schools and the 
means of education shall forever be encouraged. 
The utmost good faith shall alwaya be observed 
towards the Indians; their lands and property 
shall never be taken from them without their con^ 
sent; and in their property, righti and liberty, they 
never shall be invaded or diiturbed, unless in just 
and lawful wars authorised by Congress; but laws 
founded In ju.^tice and humanity shall from time 
to time be made, for preventing wrong! being done 
to them, and for preserving peace and friendship 
with them. 

Article the Fourth. The said territory, and the 
states which may be formed therein, shall forever 
remain a part of this confederacy of the United 
States of America, HUhject to the Articles of Con- 
federation, and to such alterations therein as shall 
be constitutionally made* and to all the Acts and 
Ordinances of the United States in Confess As- 
sembled, conformable thereto » The inhabitants 
and settlers in the said territoi^, shall be subject 
to pay a pctft of the federal debts contracted or to 
be contracted^ and a proportional part of the ex* 
pences of government, to be apportioned on them 
by Confess, according to the same common rule 
and measure by which apportionments thereof 
shall be made on the other States; and the taxes 
for paying their pmportion, shall bt laid and levied 
by the authority and direction of the legislatures 



of thi} diMlrict or diatriet^ or new States, as in the 
original states, within the time agreed upon by the 
United States In CongresH aKsombled, The legisla- 
turo^ of those districts, or new States, ^hall never 
interfere with the primary diapoHal of the Soil 
by the United States In Congreas aBsemblod, nor 
with any regulations Congresg may find necessary 
for securing the titlo In such soli to the bona fide 
purchasers. No tax shall be imposed on lands tho 
liroperty of the United States; and in no case shall 
non resident propriotors be tiueed higher than 
reaidentH. The navigable waters leading into the 
MinsiTii^ippi imd Rt. Liiwroncc, and the carrying 
places between the same shall be common high* 
ways, and forevc^r free, m wc^II Uy the Inhabitants 
of the said territory, as to the citli^ens of the 
United States, and those of any other states that 
may be admitted into the Confederacy, without 
any tax, impost or duty therefor. 

Article the Fifth. There shall be formed in the 
said territory, not less than three nor more than 
five states, and the boundaries of the states, as 
soon as Virginia shall alter her act of cession and 
consent to the same, shall become fbced and es- 
tablished as follows, to wit: The western state in 
the said territory, shall be bounded by the Mis^ 
sissippi, the Ohio and Wabash Rivers; a direct line 
drawn from the Wabash and post Vincents due 
North to the territorial line between the United 
States and Canada, and by the said territorial 
line to the lake of the Woods and Mississippi, The 
middle state shall be bounded by the said direct 
line, the Wabash from post Vincents to the Ohio; 
by the Ohio^ by direct line drawn due North from 
the mouth of the great Miami to the said territorial 
line, and by the said temtorial line. The eastern 
state shall be bounded by the last mentioned direct 
line, thff Ohio, Pennsylvania, and the said tcrritori* 
al line; provided however, and it Is further under* 
stood and declared, that the boundaries of these 
three states, shall bo subject lo far to be altered, 
that if Conpess shall hereafter find it expedient, 
they shall have authority to form one or two 
states in that part of the said teiritory which lies 
north of an east and west line drawn through tho 
southerly bend or extreme of lake Michigan; and 
whenever any of the said States shall have sixty 
thousand free inhabitants therein, such state shall 
ba admitted by its Delegates into the Congress 
of the United States, on an equal footing with 
the original States, in all respects whatever; and 
shall be at liberty to form a permanent constitu* 
tion and state government: Provided the constitu. 
tion and government so to be formed, shall be re* 
publican, and in conformity to the principlts 
contained in these articles; and so far as it can be 
consistent with the general intereit of the Con* 
federacy, such admission shall be allowed at an 



c?aflier period, and when Uwtv may Im u Um 
nutnbor of frc?o lrihnbitant« In thi? ^Uiiv tlian 
nixty thoiisiind. 

Article tho SiKth, Thero shnll bo noltht^r Blavory 
nor involuntary servitude* in the said U^rritory 
otherwigi! than in IhG punlshmont of crimoB, 
whoreof the party shall have been duly convicted; 
provided always that any porson escaping iijto the 
samts from whom lahnr or umko m lawfully 



claimed in any om of the original ninlvn, mvb 
hmiiivv may bv lawfully r(*claimml and convoytd 
to the person claiming his or her !al)or or H(*rvirf» 
as afciruBaid. 

Bu li ordaintHl hy tho authority aforefiaid, that 
tho resolutionH of the 23d of April 1784 relative* to 
th(! subjoct of this ordinuneo \m, and tho ^anio aro 
hortfby rt?poah»d and d(»cIar<Ki null and void, 

Dono &t% 




Thi? Seal of the TerritcniF of the United States 
Northwest nf the River Ohio 
This authnnzc'd seal for documents of the Northwest Ter- 
riiory ^owi a fruit»bearinR tree, an ax'felled tree, a rising 
sun, and boats preiumably on the Ohio River. TheHesym* 
bols represent the aspirations of new settlers in the we^iern 
wtlderness. The Latin phrase Metiarem Lapsa Locavit 
means "from the falJen tree, a better one hm grown.*' 
Courtesy Indiana Historical Society. 
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Document 8 



Act Creating Indiana Territory, 1800 



An ACT to divide the territory of tlia Uniiml 
StaieB norllhu^mt of tha Ohio, into two saparate 
government H. 

See. 1. Be it cmwtcd by the Senata and Haim 
of Reprmentativat of fhp Vuitvd Blaicn of Amcr^ 
im, in Con^rmH (mvmblad. That from and nUor 
the fourth clay of July noMt, lOl that part of Ihc tnr^ 
ritory of thy United States north^wost of tho Ohio 
riv( r, which \m to tho westward of « \\m beginning 
at tho Ohio, opposite to the mouth of Kontucky 
rivf»r, and running thenco to fort Ilecovory, and 
tht^nc^o north until it shall Intmect the torritorial 
line between the United States and Canada, shall, 
for the purposes of temporary government, con- 
stitute a separate territory, and be called tho 
Indiana Territory. 

Sec, 2, And be it further enacted, That there 
Bhall be established within tho said territory a 
government in all respects similar to that provided 
by the ordinance of Congress, paired on the 
thirteenth day of July one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-seven, for the government of the ter- 
ritory of the United States north-west of the river 
Ohio; and the inhabitants thereof ihall bo entitled 
to, and enjoy all and singular the rights, privi= 
loges and advantages granted and secured to the 
people by the said ordinance. 

Sac. 3* And 60 it further enacted. That the 
officers for the said teiritory, who by virtue of 
this act shall be appointed by the President of the 
United States, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, shall respectively exercise tho same 
powers, perform the same duties, and receive for 
their services the same compensations as by the 
ordinance aforesaid and the laws of the United 
States, have been provided and established for 
similar officers in the territory of the United 
States north-west of the river Ohio: And the 
duties and emoluments of Superintendent of 
Indian Affairs shall be united with those of 
governor! Provided, That the President of the 
United States shall have full power, in the recess 
of Congress, to appoint and commission all officers 
herein authorized; and their commissions shall con^ 
tinue in force until the end of the next session of 
Conpeis, 

See. 4. And be it further enacted. That so 
much of the ordinance for the government of the 
teirito]^ of the United States north-west of the 
Ohio river, as relates to the o^anization of a 
GenenJ Aisembly therein, and prescribes the 
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Kroin: IIuIjI'H H. HnwRinii, cHirnpih'r, tndhfurH Itmd to 
Statvhfmil ( lJHniuinf)«l!M: Indiiin.'i fitHiuficiil liuri-mi* IfHill). 

pcmm thereof, shall bo in force and oporrito in 
the Indiana territory, whenever satinfactory evi- 
dence shall be uiven to tho governor thereof, 
that ^uch is the wM\ of a majority of the freii- 
lioldtHH, luitwithblnnding there may not ho there?- 
in five thousand free male Inhabitants of the age 
of twenty^ono yeur,^ and upwards: Prouidcd, Tliat 
until there Hhnll bv five thousand free male in* 
habitants of twefUy^one yearn aiid upwards in 
said territory, tho whole number of representatives 
to the General Assembly shall not he less than 
seven, nor more than nine, to be apportioned by 
the governor to the several counties in the said 
territory, agreoably to the number of free males of 
the age of twenty ^one years and upwards which 
they may respectively contain. 

Sec. 5, And be it further enacted. That nothing 
in this act contained shall be construed so as in 
any rnanner to affect the government now in 
force in the territory of the United States norths 
west of the Ohio river, further than to prohibit 
the exercise thereof within the Indiana territory, 
from and after the aforesaid fourth day of July 
next? Proutded, That whenever that part of the 
territory of the United States which lies to the 
eastward of a line beginning at the mouth of the 
Great Miami river, and running thence due north 
to the territorial line between the United States 
and Canada, shall be erected into an independent 
state and admitted into the Union on an equal 
footing with the original states, thenceforth said 
line shall become and remain permanently the 
boundary line between such stnte and the Indiana 
temtory; any thing in this act contained to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec, 6, And be it further enacted, That until 
it shall be otherwise ordered by the legislatures 
of the said territories respectively, Chillcothe, on 
Scioto river, shall be the seat of the government of 
the territory of the United States north-^west of 
the Ohio river; and that Saint Vineennes, on the 
Wabash river, shall be the seat of the government 
for the Indiana territory. 

THEODORE SEDGWICK, 
Spealier of the House of Representatiues. 
TH: JEFFERSON, 
Vice*Pre$idcnt of the United States, md 
President of the Senate, 

Approved-iMay 7th, A.D, 1800 
JOHN ADAMS, President of the United States, 
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Harrison Land Act; 1800 



Prom: ffuliOft II. lliiwkjriB, t'om|i|!pf, Indiana*^ Routt to 
Statvhnod (imlmmpQlm Imliiinn Hmtoriciil Bumui, \\H\{)1 

An ACT to amend the acU intituled, "/In act 
providing for the Bah of the landB of the United 
Statm In the territory norih-wcst of the Ohio, 
and above the mouth of Keniuvky river. " 

Soth L He it enavtcd by the Senate and Haum 
€jf Reprenentatluea of the United States of Amer- 
ica, in CongreBB aBsembled, That for the disposal 
of the lands of the United StatCB^ directed to bo 
sold by the act, Intituled, **An act providing for 
the sale of the lands of the United States, in the 
territory north-west of the Ohio, and above the 
mouth of Kentucky river,'' there shall be four 
land-off ices established in the said territory: One 
at Cineinnatij for lands below the Little Miami 
which have not heretofore been granted; one at 
Chilicothe, for lands east of the Scioto, south of 
the lands appropriated for satisfying military 
bounties to the late army of the United States, and 
west of the fifteenth range of townships; one at 
Marietta, for the lands east of the sixteenth range 
of townehips, south of the before-mentioned 
militajry lands, and south of a line drawn due west 
from the northwest corner of the first township 
of the second range^ to the said military lands; and 
one at Steubenville, for the lands north of the last 
mentioned line, and east or north of the said mill- 
i4sy lands: Each of the said offices shall be under 
the direction of an officer, to be called "The 
Regliter of the Land-Office,*' who shall be ap- 
pointed by the President of the United States, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and 
shall give bond to the United States, with approved 
security, in the sum of ten thousand dollars, for 
the faithful discharge of the duties of his office; 
and shall reside at the place where the land*offlce 
is directed to be kept. 

Sec, 2, And be it further enacted^ That it shall 
be the duty of the Sun^eyor-General, and he is 
hereby expressly enjoined, to prepare and transmit 
to the Registers of the several land-offices, before 
the days heroin appointed for commencing ^les, 
general plats of the lands hereby directed to be 
sold at the said offices respectively, and also to 
forward copies of each of the said plats to the 
Secretary of the Traasu^, 

Sec. 3* And be it further enacted^ That the 
Surveyor-General shidl cause the townships west of 
the Mudcingum, which by the above-mentioned 
act are directed to be sold in quarter townships, 
to be subdivided Into half sections of three 



hundred and twenty acres cac;h, as nearly as may 
he, by runninji parallel lineB throuj*h the Bame from 
enst to went, and frorn Nouth to north, at the dlH= 
lance of one mile from each otheri and marking 
cornerH, at the distance of each half mile on tlie 
llncB running from east to west, and at the dintance 
of each mile on thof^e running from south to north, 
and making the marks, noten, and doHcriptionB, 
prescribed to surveyors by the above-mentioned 
act: And the interior lines of townshipji inter^ 
sected by the Muskingum, and of all the townships 
lying east of that river, which have not been here- 
tofore actually sub-divided into sections, shall 
also be run and marked in the manner prescribed 
by the said act, for running and marking the in- 
terior lines of townBhips directed to be sold in 
sections of iix hundred and forty acres each: And 
in all cases where the exterior lines of the town- 
ships, thus to be sub-divided into sections or half 
Bections, shall eKceed or shall not extend sbc miles, 
the excess or deficiency shall be specially noted, 
and added to or deducted from the western and 
northern ranges of sections or half sections in such 
township, according as the error may be in running 
the lines from east to west, or from south to north; 
the sections and half sections bounded on the 
northern and western lines of such townships 
shall be sold as containing only the quantity ex- 
pressed In the returns and plats respectively, and 
all others as containing the eomplete legal quan- 
tity: And the President of the United States shall 
fix the compensation of the deputy-surveyors, 
chain-carriers, and axemen: Provided^ the whole 
expense of surveying and marking the lines shall 
not exceed three dollars, for every mile that shall 
be actually run, surveyed and marked* 

Sec, 4. And be it further enacted. That the 
lands thus sub-divided (excluding the sections re- 
served by the above-mentioned act) shall be of- 
fered for sale in sections and half sections, sub- 
divided as before directed at the following places 
and times, that is to say; those below the Little 
Miami shall b offered at public vendue, in the 
town of Cincinnati, on the first Monday of April 
one thousand eight hundred and one, under the 
direction of the Register of the land-office there 
egtablished, and of either the Governor or Sec- 
retary of the north-western territory: The lands 
east of Scioto, south of the military lands, and 
west of the fifteenth range of townships, shall be 
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offered in like nianner for tha Bale at Chilicothu, on 
the tmi Mancbiy of May, one thousand cijjht 
hundred and ones undor the direutton cif the 
llcmict of the land'Office there estabUHhed^ nnd 
of either the Governor or Secretc^y of the ^ald 
territory- The hinds east of the sbctcenth range of 
townships, Houth of the military lands and west of 
the MuBkingum, Inchiding all the townHhifiH in^ 
torseetcd by that river, ahall be offered for sale 
in like manner at Marietta, on the last Monday of 
May, one ihouHand eight hundrod nnd nnn, onder 
the direetion of the Uovernor or Secretary, or 
Survey or^Goneral of the mid territory. The mil<*s 
shall remain open at each place for three weekH 
and no longer. The superintendunts shall observe 
the rules and regulations of the above uientioned 
act, in claBBing and selling fractional with entire 
BectionR, and in keeping and transmitting accounts 
of the saleH. All lands, remaining unsold^ at the 
closing of either of the public Bales, may be dis- 
posed of at private sale by the Registers of these 
respective land^offices, in the manner herein after 
prescribed; and the Register of the land-office at 
Steubenvilks after the first day of July next, may 
proceed to sell at private sale, the lands iituate 
within the district assigned to his direction m 
herein before deBcribed, dispostng of the same in 
sections, and classing fractional with entire sec- 
tionSj according to the provisions and regulations 
of the above-mentioned act and of this act: And 
the Register of the land^office at Mwletta, after 
the said first day of July next, may proceed to 
sell at private sale, any of the lands within the 
district assigned to his direction as aforesaid, 
which are east of the river Muskingum, eKcluding 
the townships intersected by that river, digposing 
of the same in sections, and classing fractional 
with entire sections as aforesaid, 

Sec, 5, And be it further enactad, That no lands 
shall be sold by virtue of this act, at either public 
or private sale, for less than two dollars per acre, 
and payment may be made for the same by all 
purchasers, either in specie, or in evidences of the 
public debt of the United States, at the rates 
prescribed by the act, intituled, '*An act to au- 
thorize the receipt of evidences of the public 
debt in payment fof the lands of the United 
States;" and shall be made in the following man- 
ner, and under the following conditions, to wit: 
1. At the time of purchase, every purchaser 
shall, exclusively of the fees hereinafte^mentioned, 
pay Bb£ dollars for eveiy section, and three dollars 
for every half section, he may have purchaised, for 
surveying expenses, and deposit one-twentieth 
part of the amount of the purchase money, to be 
forfeited, if within forty days one fourth part of 
the purchase money, including the said twentieth 
part, is not paid. 



2, One-fourth part of the purchiiso money 
shall be paid within forty days after the day of 
.sale m aforesaid : another fourth part shall be 
paid within two years; another fourth part within 
three yearn; and another fourth part within four 
yearfi afUir ilie day of sale, 

3, interest, at the rate of h\k per cent* a year, 
from the day of sale, fihall be chnrged upon each of 
the three last payments, payable as they respec- 
tively become due, 

4, A cHscount, at the rate of m^hi per cent, a 
yeiir, nhrili be allowed on any of the three last 
pay men!. which shall bu paid before the same 
shall become due, reckoning this discount alwayfi 
upon the 8um, which would have been demand* 
able by the United States, on the day appointed 
for Buch payment. 

5, If the first payment of one fourth part of 
the purchase money shall not bo mode within 
forty days after the sale, the deposit, payment and 
fees, paid and made by the purchaser, shall be 
forfeited, and the lands shall and may, from and 
after the day, when the payment of one fourth 
part of the purchase money should have been 
made, bo disposed of at private sale, on the same 
terms and conditions, and in the same manner as 
the other lands directed by this act to be disposed 
of at private salei Provided, That the lands which 
shall have been sold at public sale, and which shall, 
on account of such failure of payment, revert to 
the United States, shall not be sold at private sale, 
for a price less than the price that shall have been 
offered for the same at public sale, 

6, If any tract shall not be completely paid 
for within one year after the date of the last pay- 
ment, the tract shall be advertised for sale by the 
Register of the land-office within whose district 
it may lie, in at least five of the most public places 
in the said district, for at least thirty days before 
the time of ^le: And he shall sell the same at 
public vendue, during the sitting of the court of 
quarter sessions of the county in which the land- 
office is kept, for a price not less than the whole 
arrears due thereon, with the expenses of sale; 
the surplus, if any, shall be returned to the original 
purchaser, or to his legal representative; but if 
the sum due, with interest, be not bidden and 
paid, then the land shall revert to the United 
States* All monies paid therefor shall be for- 
feited, and the Register of the land-office may 
proceed to dispose of the same to any purchaser, 
as in t^se of other lands at private sale. 

Sec, 6, And be it further enacted, That all and 
every the paymentB, to be made by virtue of the 
preceding section, shall be made either to the 
Treasurer of the United States, or to such person 
or officer as shall be appointed by the President 
of the United States, with the advice and consent 
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of the Sfinitc!, Receiver of public monios fur Inmh 
of tho Unitod Siaim^ at onch of thy placm mBpoc- 
lively whore the public and private sales of the said 
lands are to he mado; and the Biiid Ilccoiver of 
public monies shall, before he enters upon the 
duties of his offiee, give bond, with upproved 
security, in tho sum of ten thousand dollars, for 
the faithful dlseharge of his trust; and it shall 
be the duty of the said I'reasurer and Il0tT?iver of 
publie monli's to give receipts for the monies by 
tliem received J to the persons rf^.^peetively paying 
the same; to transmit within thirty days In (itm of 
public sale, and quarterly in case of private sale, 
an account of «11 the public monies by them 
received, specifying the amount received from each 
person, and dislinRuishinfi the sums received from 
sirveying expenses, and those received for pur* 
chase moneyi to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and to the Registers of the land*officc, as the case 
may be. The said Eeceivers of public monies shalli 
within three months after receiving the sanie, 
tranrmit the monies by them received to the 
Treasurer of the United States; and the Receivers 
of public monies for the said sales, and also the 
Receivers of public monies for the sales which 
have taken place at Pittsburg under the act. in- 
tituled, *'An act providing for the sale of the 
lands of the United States in the territoty north- 
west of the Ohio, and above the mouth of Ken- 
tucky river," shall receive one per cent, on the 
money received, as a compensation for clerk hire, 
receiving, safe-keeping, and transmitting it to the 
Treasury of the United States, 

Sec. 7. And be It further enacted. That it shall 
be the duty of the Registers of the land-offices 
respectively, to receive and enter on books kept 
for that purpose only, and on which no blank 
leaves or space shall be left between the different 
entries, the applications of any person or persons 
who may apply for the purchase of any section or 
half section, and who shall pay him the fee here- 
after-mentioned, and produce a receipt from the 
Treasurer of the United States, or from the Re- 
ceiver of public monies appointed for that purpose, 
for three dollars for each half section such person 
or persons may apply for, and for at least one- 
twentieth part of the purchase money, stating 
cwefully in each entry the date of the application, 
the date of the receipt to him produced, the 
amount of monies specified in the said receipt, 
and the number of the section or h^f section, 
township and range applied for. If two or more 
personi shall apply at the same time for the said 
tract, the Register shall Immediately determine 
by lot, in presence of the imrtiei, which of them 
shall have preference. He shall file the receipt for 
monies produced by the F»rty, and give him a 
copy of his enti^, and if required, a copy of the 



description of the tracts and a cjupy of the jitai 
of the same, or either of thenr, and it shall be Im 
duty to Inform the party applying for any one 
tract, whether the same has already been entered, 
purchased, or paid for, and at his rcriiHmt to give? 
him a copy of the entry or entries concerning tin? 
mxmih Mo shall, Uiree months after the date of each 
application, if the party shall not have within that 
time producod to him a receipt of the payment of 
one fourth part of the fjiirchasc money, inrluding 
thf? twentieth part abovc-mcntiont»d, enter imdcr 
Its proper datt?, in the siiid btnik of tHitries, that 
the payment has not been made, and that the land 
has reverted to the United States, and he ihaU 
make a note af the same in the margin of the book 
opposite to the orlginitl entry, And if the party 
shnll, cither at the time of making the origina! 
entry, or at any time within three months there- 
after, produce a receipt to him, for the fourth 
part of the purchase money, including the twen- 
tieth part aforesaid, he shall file the receipt, make 
an entry of the same, under its proper date, in the 
said Ijook of entries, make a note of the same in 
the margiij of the book, opposite to the original 
entry, and give to the party a certificate, describ- 
ing the land sold, the sum paid on account, the 
balance remaining due, the time and times when 
such balance shall become due, and that if It shall 
be duly discharged, the purchaser or his assignee 
or other legal representative, shall bo entitled to 
a patent for the said lands: he shall also upon any 
subsequent paymont being made, and a receipt 
from the receiver being produced to him, file the 
original receipt, give a receipt for the same to the 
party, and enter the same to the credit of the 
party, in a book kept for that purpose, in which 
he shall open an account in the name of each 
purchaser, for each section or half section that may 
be sold either at public or private sale, and in 
which he shall charge the party for the whole 
purchase money, and give him credit for all his 
payments; making the proper charges and allow- 
ances for interest or discount, as the case may be, 
according to the provisions of the fourth section 
of this act; and upon the payment being com* 
pleted and the account finally settled, he shall 
give a certificate of the same to the party; and on 
producing to the Secretary of the Treasury, the 
same final certificate, the President of the United 
States is hereby authorised to grant a patent for 
the lands to the said purchaser, his heirs or assigns; 
and all patents ^all be countersigned by the 
Secretai^ of State, and recorded in his office* 

Sec* 8. And be It further enacted^ That the 
Registers of the land-offices respectively, shall 
also note on the book of surveys, or original 
plat transmitted to them, every tract which may be 
sold, by inserting the letter A on the day when the 



H npi^m} tut, ntvl ihr h ffvr P nn ihn riav 
wh*3ii li ftM:0l|il f If titu^ tinitlh pmt **f flu* f»Mr« 
nmmy h prorlurrcl to \htm, mul by vrm^Um ihi^ 
ma MU^f A firi I Hp fl^iy %v\um tlw Uunl shiifl ri vF^ri 
lo ilu* Ufiiif tl Bfitit*^, oil fiulur*^ nf ihr pnymont of 
fir«^ Umtlh |iiiri of ftio jiurrhiis^ nioiH^y wliliin 

thi^ mUl hook of Mifvi^yB or originni pint ^hall In* 
#i|*oft fif rill nmf»ft» fo prrwnrr of ihv lifmlTAvt, far 
ihij infijtiM lioH of liny indivkluah iipplying fcir fht* 

Hf^C. IK And Iw it further enaeitnl, Tlml it ihfiU 
hp %lw duty thi* llf-giftti^ri of Hip hmUutUevn 
to irarmmit fiimrh^rly lo tiw B4Mri*riify of Ih** 
ttmmry, mil io the Hurvoyor Oi^iH^frtl, tin mvoimi 
«*f ihi^ tvwm\ itncU npplM for, of Hw nevmnl 
ifm-iM for whi*:h i\w piiyriipfU of tmp fotirlh p«rt 
of th#? f iun hiisf* mnnpy hm Iwm mw^h f^f t ^ny, 
f*rtt| iriiciu wfoeh hitve Mprlvxi to thi' United Stiites 
m\ faiiofo 4if ihp ^lid imymmti and ulso an iiccount 
of nli I ho (Niynii^Ht^ of mofilr?s by th€?ni f?ntf^rf^l, 
accord ih^ id iho receipts produced to them, 
sikHifyini! tho aums of moripy, thi^ nnffin!! of thf* 
P^noni paying thi? mim\ i\w mmm of thi? offk f^rs 
who hiivi? rmMyml ilw mnm, and th^ tracts for 
which thf» mtm? hiivo boi^o iinld. 

Hfn;. 10, Ami fee ir further mmii^it. That the 
li^^gtpicf^ jifort*?^iki shitlt be prechided from 
tiering on thc*ir hm}k% any applieatkm for lands in 
fhpif own name, iind in the name of my othfcf 
l>f*mjn In trust for them; pnd if any Register shaU 
wiih io puf<?ha§^ my tmct of liind, he miiy do it by 
iipptication In writing to the Survoyor Gen^riiJ, 
who ,%hiill enti^r Iht? mmm on books kept for thttt 
purtw>?f by him, who %\m\\ proceed In reg|M^cl lo 
iuch applications, urtd to any payrrumt-^ mmin foir 
the same, in the mmu manner which th© Regbt^r^ 
hy this act are directed to follow, in m%\wx% to 
appheattonii mad«? to thtm for lands by oth^r 
pei^ons* The H^mu Bhall, nevertheless, not^ on 
Ihi? book of iurvcyi, cjr origifial ptat, the apfijieu. 
tions and paymf?nta thus by them made, and thf^lr 
right to th^ preemption of any iraci ^hall t^w 
date from the dny, when th^ir applicalion for the 
same* ^lall tiavi* \wm onlert^ by the Surveyor 
0©nc*ml in hm own t»ook. And if any pcrion ap^ 
plying for any traet ih&tl, not withitanding \m 
shall have r^c^iv^ infofmatlon from the Register, 
that Ui# mmt hm ateady b»n appHcd for by the 
Mid Rcgiitor, or by any other jwion, insist to 
nrnki* the appltrttton, it shalf fit th© duty of the 
R^tsier lo enter the mmt, noting in the margin 
thai the same traci is alreMy purchmed; but tifion 
^pplteatlon of the f^yfty m^de in writing, iind 
whkih he thati file, he may and ahall atany futnre 
time enter umler tti pro^r date, that the tmrty 
withdi^wii hte former gpplleatton, and applies in 
lieu thep^of for any other tract: Pmvidtd cfitsyt, 




Thill iiiv pMffy ^liiiil nvyvr hv Mvwv^i ihm in vttb 
drnw bin Unmvr appiiniilon, mul t*i Hjiply in UvU 
thof^Hif tf.n mmWm Imr I, rxt f^pl v^hmi fhr fniil 
ilv^vfibvil III \m (ifYnm npp\U »iUm nlmU Imvp )mm 
iipplimi for previous to Uw dnlo of Uml hh Umnm 
npphtntUm 

Nrc. IL Ami it furtiwr Piiavted, T\m tho 
HtHri^tiify of fhc* InTiisufy Bhidi nod miiv pto^ 
Hvrilw mv\\ fiirlliFr rf^^ul^dioii^^ in ihv inio i-r of 
hi-pprntf bofiks Iind iirrouoN, by !ho myvrul of^ 
fici^rs in thin aii rniniilonfxl, m to him miiiy itpp<>ar 
neiimjiry nnd projOT, in order fully to rarty Into 
f^ffrrt tho provtsiorm of thk net. 

Ht^r. 12. Ami tw ii further enmled, Thid thr 
Iti^^llsters of thi* IritKhoffirr^, r<^^pc^f f ivoly, ^ihHll \w 
*?nUiled to rrcrivf from thf^ Treiisury of ihn United 
Siiiicm, one^hiilf pm cmi. on nil thr* monlf*^ 
Ptmmd in the receipts by tht^m fillrd and onron^d, 
find of which they shidl hnvo tfiin^mitted «n 
mnmt to th«F Soi^rotary of theTrriisury. dirt'cted 
by thi^ act; and Ihey ^hiiH further bo entitled to 
foreiVf^, for their own im, from the ri^spi^atlv^ 

that k 10 miy; tm every oriKlOflJ ftpphf ntjon for 
land, imd a cjopy ut thp mfm, for « Herfjon thrc^e 
dollflri, for ft hidf sc^ctkin two doHitrR, for «very 
certlfkuito ^tiitirg tiuit the first fourth |ii$rt of the 
puTvh i<! mon^y l% paid Iwenty^ftvo rrnt^; for 
«v0ry Hubsequrni reeeipi for moiiifs pniJ, *wenty* 
fivi^ i^mi^ tor the final seltieiiieni of account and 
giving the final ceftificate of the mtimh oop dollar; 
for every copy* either of an rippncalion or of the 
de^fiption of any iection or half section, or of the 
pbit of the mmth t*r of ani cntiy madt? on ihiHr 
books, or of my certificate heretofore given by 
Ihem* twenty five cents for each; and for {toy 
fintry made on their books, or of any certificate 
heretofore given by them, Iwenty^fivt? mmin tor 
each* and for any g^ni^ral inifiection of Ihe book 
of Mirvoyg, or general plat, madt* in their presence* 
twenty^five cents* 

Sec* 13. And be it furiher enacted, Thai the 
su^!rintendents of the public m\m^ to be miido 
by virtue of this act. and the %u\%0t%n%md^t\U of 
the m\m which have taken pbce by virtue of the 
act, intituled, ''An act providing for the aale of 
the lands of the United States in the territory 
north^wegt of the rtver Ohjo, and above the mouth 
of Kentucky river/Vthall recetve five dollart q 
day for every day whilst engaged in that bualness; 
and the accounting officers of the Treasury are 
hen?by authorixed to allow a reaitonable com|>ensa* 
tion for books, itatlonery^ and clerk hire, in 
s^ttling^ tJH? ^ccount^ of the said ^ujierintendeny. 

Sec. 14* And fee it further mmcted^ Thiit the 
to tie [idid for each j«itent for half ii section shall 
be four dollan, and for every mtten five dollars, 
to l>e accounted for by the receiver of the mnw, 

11^ 



\iimh lif i\%v Unxif ii Hlalim ffwrvmi far fufur** ci^u 
\nrMUm^ mny l»o Iim iifHiii Im^vn hy U)n 8iirv*^yf)r^ 
OiMH^rol. ill sfHiifiiif} Of hnlt %vci\um, fcir 
rarmllnif nevoh ypars, cm rnfiflltifin nf iiiiiktnii 

Srt;. 10. /ill*/ lii^ H furtlwr viuwird^ Hint nirh 
porgon why h^^forc* ih^ pmmm of thk iit-l ^hiill 
hiivp pr*M tedj nr hf^gutt to rrcnt, n icrisl^tnill cir miw 
mill uinin iiny of Uh* larub hmnn tWwvXvd in \w 
sotd, shfill be f»r)titl«ni In the pre enifiUon of Uir 
mn*Huti imUMJinM siirh mill, iit Uu» roit* iif iwii 
clojliirg lic'r iMfi': VnivUli^d, T\w {n^mm or his 
hnifH, iliiifnInH suf h riMhl of pre t^mptloh, f^hall 
proflui o to th«* Hfglsirr of Iht* hind ciffitf* gatis^ 
factory evklem r \\nxi hi* fir Ihey are ontiihKl lht»rr^ 
III, imd jshitll hf» ^iilijfKTt to iind comply with iho 
rrgtdaijcins arul provi^iorm by ihi?i act prose fib<Ml 
fcif other purehii&efB. 



Bri = 17, Amt ht^ ii furthn vmuit'd, Thai an 
nnivh (if (h(* ^Sii t prcividlnn for Hh^ ^^ah^ i\t \\w landH 
rif the ( uiHihI Hlnlos in Uu* ti^rritory vnn\h-sypn\ 
thp rivf^r Dhi*^ and iibuvi« (hp nu^itih tif Kindudcy 
rivi^r/' as i'um*'R withifi \hv pnrvlitw <if thin ac L bo 
and Uh^ fuHiH* 1b fu^rrby rrpfmUHL 

TIfK0I)0UK8Kf)nWIC1<, 
Hptmki-r f#/ f/ir Noimp of Htprrm^ntaiinri 

ill: JCPFHHSON. 
Vive prt^mdeNl fpf thv Vniivd Hiate^., ami 
PrvmiUmt of ike Bt^nau^.. 

Afrprovrd 5tay IOUk A, [i, IHCIO, 

JOHN ADAMS, 

l^remlmi of tlw VniitHl mating. 



According to R. Carlyk Balfy In hk Hht SorthutH, 
thr fff^t Ufk wni to flfir ih^ landf •*Treri to br clraitd 
for Ihm csbifi sSl#. Ifrt^i to bi^ rlrared for Mdt, itmn to 



efeMed for tm^it^ ilmhi^r to b# ^ul for ttbiim ancf oyt buUct' 
inp, split for nlli, fickrd for tmV Courtt^iy Indmtia His 
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Do Clime III 10 

Proclamation: Announcing that Indiana Territory 

Had Passed to the Second Grade^ 1804 



ViNCENNES, ([. T.) 



i 



Tbil beir>^ the day appoin- 
I ted for raking ih^ voice of the 
people, for ^gailsrt the fe- 
cond grade n4'g<ivernmi»np» %\ 
one o^clock the balloti Were 
for it againn 5. 



From: Vlnrt^nnrs Imiiam (hi^tie. Sf^pH'ffihf^r 21, IHCM 
VINCKMNKS,(l T.) 

Thte imnu ihe day apiKiintPi for takina tliP voie** fif 
:wopl0^ for & ugalnst thr sr^jnri grade* of yoVi»rnfnt>ni, 
at #4* £j\l<H Is ihc* hriikUk wffi* l«,r ti Hi^^ against 5, 



Kroin Hulirr! II Ibwkjft^ iurniHiir, Itulutm'n Uaaif [n 

DorPniiH'r 5, 1H04 
liriurn^ of the KliH:tH>ii hrki on tin* 11th Kf!pt. 
UiHt in ihv srvrnil Counties, hiiving hvm nmde to 
I he offlcr tif Uir Hrcri^^tiiry of thn Tfirritory (thai 
of th«^ Cuiinly of Wayno 0He*»ptiHl in which fhore 
wm nu Eirctlon in r-on«M|iu*nei* of tho proclnma* 
Mon not ttrrivin« in time), unci Jit) iipptwlnn that 
Ihvtv was a miijonty of ono hiuidrtMl und thirty 
Highl Froc^hold€?r^ in favor of the propoHpd Chnngo 
nf Onv<irnmont, i\w (lovurnor Immi u proclama* 
iiun in which ho makes known luid Diieliires tho 
^aid Indinna Territory in and froni hr?nc«^forth nhnli 
\w dmmwil to havf* piiMsril into tho ^cond or 
rvpii^Ht^ntittive gnido of Clovernment, (ind thai Dm 
Good iwa\)\v of iht} Ti^rritory, from the datp 
tht^reof are entitk?d to all thi? rights and privilog^^ 
bolonglng to thiit situation, and furtht^r appoints 
thai on Thyrmlay i\w third day of January next an 
Kh'ction shall bo hphi In each of the several 
Cmmiim in the Territory respectively for the 
purpose of choosing the members of the house of 
llepresentativeg and that the said houio of re* 
prf-gentatives ghall be composed of nine members 
of which there shall he Eleeted from the County of 
Knox Two from the County St. Clair one from the 
County of Randolph one from the County of Clark 
one from the County of Wayne three & from the 
County of Dearborn one, and that the said re- 
presentatives Elected and every of them ihou'd 
meet at the Town of Vineennes on the first day of 
February next for the purpose of chooiing mom- 
her^ for the Legirfattve Council a^eeable to the 
ordinance for the Government of the Territory. 
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Document 11 

Act Dividing Indiana Territory, 1805 



Fforn: llulifrl it Hawkins, rontpHi-r, Induihti'n litHui Ut 

AN ACT W divide Ihr Uidmtm Territory into two 

It enacied, by tiw Smatv and floum' of Hv- 
immnmivm of tlw VnlUHt StaU^H of Afnrrica, 
in Congrem mm^mbkd, That from anci nftrr the 
thirtieih (lay of Juno next, all that pari of ttu? Ii^ 
tnnna Terfitoi^, whicth lien North of ii lina drawn 
east from tho southerly honcJ at mimm* ut lako 
Mitrhigan, unlU It ^hall lntrrst»ct lake? Krio, and 
East of a line drawn from tho §aid muihmly bond 
Uirou^h the middle of miid lukt? to Hi iHirthern 
extromity, and thence due norlJi to thc^ northcrft 
bDunditry of thn linlif'd HlnXv^, §haIL for tlie 
purpoit* of i<*mpomfy govornmt!nt, con^ititutt* a 
separate territnTy, and bo called Michipn. 

Sotn 2. And ife it further emctml, That there 
shall be f?stabiisht*d within tho &aid U?rritory, a 
govornmont in all rospect^ similar to that iirovidcd 
by the ordinance* of Congress, fxissod on thi* 
thirleRnth day of July, mm WmmmMX m'^^ny 
hundred and eighty-seven* for tho government of 
the terrHory of the United State^i north west of 
the river Ohio* aiui by an act pmmd on the seventh 
day of August, one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-nine, entitled ''An act to provide for the 
government of the ten^itory north west of the river 
Ohio;** and the inhabitants thereof shall be en- 
titled to, and enjoy all and slnplar the rights, 
privilegeji, and advantages uraiUed and secured 
to the people of the territory' of the United States, 
north west of the river Ohio, by the said ordinance. 

Sec, 3, And be it further enacted. That the 
officers for the said territory, who by virtue of this 
act shall be appointetl by the President of the 
United States^ by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senat4% shall respectively exercise the same 
[lowers, perform the same duties, and receive for 
their services, the same compensations, as by the 
ordinance aforesaid and the laws of the United 



Htnies, have been prfiVtfl*Hi and esiialilished for 
similar officrn; in the Indiiina T<Tritory; and the 
flulicH and emolumf^ntn of superintendant of bid Ian 
affiiirfi, sludt be united with thorn of governDr, 

Sec. 4. And he it fnriher enacted, That nothani 
in this act contained, ^hall be construed ho as, in 
any manner, to affei^t tfie jioverrmjent now in force 
in the Indiana Territory, further than to prohibit 
the eKcn^lfie thereof within the said terfitory of 
Michigan, from and afu^r the iiforegntd fhirlielti 
day of June next* 

See. 5. And he it furlher enaetedf That all 
suits, procesH, and proceeding, wlilch, on the 
thirtieth day of June noxt, shall be pending in the 
coiirt of any county, which nIhiII h** includetl witl)- 
in the miid territory of Michiiian; and also all Kuit.^, 
process, and proceedings, which on the mk\ 
thirtieth day of June next, Hhall he f)t*nding in the 
general court of the Indiana Territory, in con* 
F4equencp of nny writ of removah or order fVir trial 
at bar, and which had been removed from any of 
the counties included within the limits of the 
territoiy of Michigan afVi^resaidi i^hall, in all things 
concerning the siuue, be proceeded on, and Judg- 
ments and decrees rendered thererm, in the same 
manner as if the miid Indiana Territory had re- 
mained undivided* 

Sec. 0. And b^ it further enaeted. That Detroit 
shall be the seet of government of the said ter- 
ritory, until Con^iress shall othervvine direct. 

NATHL. MACON, 
Spcalict of the IIoubc of Rcpresentatit es, 

A. BURR, 
Vice^PrcBident of the United States, and 
Premdent of the Seuate. 

January 11, 1805. 
Approved, 

Tlh JEFFEHSON. 



8b 
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Document 12 



Act Dividing Indiaiia Territory, 1809 



AN AC*T for tllvldinii tlip frullanii 'if^rnlory inlo 
lw<i Hf^pariito dov<?rnmt*nl5i, 

Ik it vnmiml, ifi^^, That, from mul nftor i\w 
first day of Mntvh nmi, all that part of Ihi* IrHliiuia 
Ti^rrittiry which \wn svvni uf thr* Wabash river, aoU 
a tllroct line* rlriiwri from the mikJ VViibuah rivrr 
mul I'mi VimmmB, duo north to thc^ i<^rrit<)riiil 
Imv Iwim^fm the VmiM States and Canada, gliall, 
for thf» inirpose of tompornry govr?rnmfiit, con^ 
^tif uto 0 sepomto 'rOTltory, iind bo vnma mimm. 

Hvv. 2. And be it further enacted. That then? 
sliiill bt' eMtnbli.^hiHl within the miid Territory a 
^0veriinient in all fospecti i»miihir to thai pruvuii^U 
by the Ofdinancf* of Omitrvm, passed on fh(^ thir^ 
Umnh day of Jidy, ono thoygand mytm hundroil 
and ^ 'Kihty^Hioven, for the govfrninent of the 
n^rritory of the United Hinim Northwest of the 
nver Ohio; arid by an net prm^ed on the RnVrutli 
day of August, one thoiisand M*ven huridred and 
eighty nine, lUilitkHl **An aet to provide for thi^ 
government of the Territory NorihweKt of the 
river Ohior* and the mhobiiants thennjf ^hnll 
be entitled to, and enjoy all and siii^nliir the 
rightH, privile^u^, and advanlaiicH, umnivii and 
weored to the people of the liarilory of the 
United Htate^ Nortiwejit of the river Ohio, tiy 
the ^aid ordlnafu e, 

8ee. S. And be it further enacted^ That the 
'jffieers for the mid Territory, who^ by virlui* of 
this act* nlvM be iippointpd by the tVpHifb-rH of 
the United Statps, by and with the adviee and eor^ 
sent of the Senate, shall resfieetively exerei:it* the 
biimv powers, perfurm the ^ame ciutie^, and reeetv^* 
for their u^rviceH t\w mmv roni|H-n*?atinn?i as ny the 
tjrdinance aforeimid, and the laws of the OnttiHi 
Htaien, have bren provided and eHtitbHshed for 
similar offieers in the Indiana Territory. And the 
duties and emoluments of the ^upernuendent of 
Indian Affairs ^ihall b*^ united with Ihosf* of Gov- 
ernor: ProvidmL That the Presidt^nt of the IJnHed 
States shall have full t^ower. in the ret ess of iUm^ 
gress, to appijint and eoninussion all offieers herein 
authorimf, and their tommisKions nhall lontinu*^ 
in force until the end of the neKt sejiJ^ion of 
Congress, 

Sec, 4, And be it further enacted. That ho much 
of the ordinance for the govornment of the Ter^ 
ritoiy of the United States Northwest of the Ohio 
river, as reJates to the oi^anizalion of a General 
Assembly theroin» and prescribes the powers there* 



VWiitn. Ifiihro n li^wkii^**, rnmpHf^r, tmltam'n Hmni (a 

of, Miall be in fciree, and operate in the fllinois 
IVrritory, whenever ^satisfactory evidence ghall 
he iiiven to the Ciovernor thereof that mich m the 
wifib of a majority of the freeholders, nfitwith- 
standing there may not be therein five thousand 
free male inhabitants uf the aj?o of twenty-one 
yearH and upwards: Provided, That initil there 
Khali be five thoiiHand free tr^ale inhabitants of 
tWftnty«one yearM and upwards in said Territory, 
the whole number of represehlativej* to the Oeni^ral 
A^Hrmbly ^hall not be lei^g than Kcven, nor inore 
than nin(% in he ap|>ortiotif»d by the Governor to 
the ^?;VcrLd coinitica in the aaid Territory, agroeahly 
in the numlier of free nmhm of (he age of twenty* 
nnv yeim and Ut^Warcb, whieh they may renpec- 
tfvely contain, 

Hei\ 6, And he i( further enaeted, lliat nothing 
in thir4 art contained shall bt* cnnHtruptl so m in 
any manner lo affect the govrrnment now in force 
in the Indiana Territory, further than to pro- 
hibit the e%m^\^i^ ! hereof within the Illinois Ter^ 
rilory, froni and ntiet the aforenaid first day of 
March n#^xt. 

^^e^^ IK And be it further enaeled, Tliat all 
mm, proc'^Hs. and prfjceedin^g, which, on the 
fir^l day of March n*^s(, iliall he fM^ndmg in the 
court uf any county which ^hiill hi* included within 
thr ^nid lerritr»ry o{ lllinnifi, and nho all suits* 
pi7ir^*Hf^ and f>r*/c^*fHlniu^, which, tm the md first 
day (if March tw%i, >haU hi* pendit^a in tbn i^f^nnral 
rfiurt fit Uie Indiana Tf-rritory, in con^c^tjuoncr of 
any writ of remfivah nr orrler for trial at tiar, and 
Hhif h had beon rvmnvml from any of thi* *^ijynt!eH 
intiudiMi within th** hnnti^ of th** 'r**rritory of II- 
Hnois aforesaid, ^hnll, m M Ihmg^ conii»rninM the 
^une. }?rni rcded on, and judMttients and deereeH 
rentli»rt^d thereon, in thc> mme mantn^r a^ if the 
^aui Iniitaria T^^nHA^ry had nMiiaint^d undvAilvd. 

H<H% 7, And he it further enaeted, t hat nrUbin^j 
in this act contanic^fl shall he so conslnu^ci as to 
prevrnt the <'nlliu^iinn of {i\KVH which may, on 
the fir^t day of Marrh m^si, he due lo the bitliann 
Territory on lands lyinii in the mM IVrriOiry of 
niinoLH, 

HeL% 8, And he it further i^naeted, rhat ucHi! 
it >hall {)e uihiTwiso f^rdenMl fiy iht* LcuifNialun^ of 
the said Illinois lerritory, KaHkaj^kia, m\ llie Mis* 
HiNNipfii nver, shali be the seat uf government for 
the ^dd Illinoif. Territory* 

Approved, February IHOSK 



Document 13 

Indiana Suffrago Act, 1811 



Krorti- rhi>it*ri \l thwkim, iimnnlvr, Uulimn'B fUnid fa 
Hlatvhittiff (liifJiiiniiiifills: IfitlinMii ilMtmti^l lUupm, H^Hi) 

AN ACT to osii^jid tfu* fjghi uf Huffrugn in lUv 
IndiiinaTerrilory, and fur uUht puriiusim. 

Ihf it mmaUulf f'/«*. Thiit mvh itml ovt'ry fr<»f» 
whlto niHle |)f^r^ofi, who nhnll hnvt? atUiinofl i\w iigc» 
of twcntyone yoar^, ami who nhiill have* pukl ii 
county or Toiritorml Urn, ixml who shnll have? 
resided oni* yenr in iaid Tt^rrjtoryj previous to aoy 
geooriil ekHrtion, and bo at the time of mii s.^ch 
itlorikm u rasidrni of Biild Territory, «hall bt! r?v 
titled to voti> for nipmbpr^ of ihf* LfgiMhtUvi* 
Coiuu 11 and House of lUimmmmiym of iho Tcr^ 
rjtoriiti I.r^giPliituris find for a Dc!l0Kate to ihD 
Conpcas of tho Unitod Mtatc^^ for i^ud Ti^riitory. 

Sf?cv 2, 4fic/ 6e /r further maetml. That the 
iHti/.r?ns of tho Indjnna Territory, ontitled to voto 
for Rfepri*M!nliitivos to the Oont*ral Assembly there- 
of, may* on the third Monday of April heKt, and 
on the third Monday of April biennJally there^ 
after (luilcsi the flcneriil Assembly of gaid Ter- 
ritory .^hiiU appoint a different day), elect one 
Delegato for said Territory to the Congress of the 
United Stiites, who Bhall posseii the same powers 
heretofore panted by law to the .^nie. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted. Thai each and 
every sheriff that now h or hereafter may bo 
appointed m md Territory, who shall either neg- 
lect or refuse to perform the duties required by an 
aetj entitled 'v\n act extending the right of suf* 



fraiie In the Indiana T«Tritory, and for nUier 
purposes/* imminl in Ff^bnuiry, one thoumind 
eight hundred nnil nine, ^hall be liable to a penalty 
of one thousand dollars, recfjverable by aetitjn of 
debt, in any eourt of record within the mud Ter- 
ritory, one-half for the use of the informer, and 
the other for the une of the Ten-|tory. 

Sec. 4. And hi* U further tmrnHmt, That any |ier* 
.^nn holding, or who may hereafter hold, any i^ttkv 
of profit from the Oovernor of the Indiana Ter- 
ritory, (justices of the peace and miltiiu officers 
eKcepted), shall be ineligible to, and dtsqualified 
to iiei as a member of the Legi.^lative Council or 
Houie of ItepreMmtatlvei for^aid Territory. 

Sec. 6* And be it farther enactmJ, Thai each 
and ev«*ry ^heriff^ In each and every county, that 
now h or hereafter may be established in said 
Territory, .Hhall cause to be held the election pre- 
geribed by this act^ necording to the time and 
manner preBcribed by the laws of said Territory 
and this act, under the penalty of one thoUMuul 
dollars* to be recovered in the manner and for the 
use pointed out by the third section of thin act. 

Approved, March 3, ISH. 



Document 14 

Memorial for Itidiana Statehood^ 1815 



To tlw HfHiornhlf* Ihn Hrtmw and \Untnv of flop. 
rpsontntivt^H of Hip VMlM HliitrH in Congre^^ 

The Mc^rnnrinl of the L*«^|i.Hlativp Cuuni^l aiul 
Iho Hduso of Iirpfegnntativi*s, at ilw Indliinn 
rorritciry, AnmmhkHi ni the town of Corydon, 
iri ihv Yim ^i«hl*^**n hundred nnd fiftetMi, In lie*' 
half nf ih(*ir crmMiximiH, rf^Mpec tfully Shi'wcth* - 

Thid WhrrooH tlir 
ufdinanci* of vongrmH, for the Unvi^rnment, of this 
Tt^rritory, hm pfuvldfKi, **That whonovrr Ihero iihall 
bf* fiixty fhfni^md (m* itdnthifariif^ ihrrrin, ihk 
rerrifory i^hall ho admitted into the? Union, on tm 
iH|iiid footinii with the original Sinlm:* Ami 
SMlu fvm by a roriMts lakc^n by Iho authority of ihp 
f.p«i?ilaturo fjf ihk Twitory, it apprar^ from ihi^ 
n^tnrn^ ihat fhc nundif^r of fri^n vvhito inhabitants, 
iH*ds Sixty thousand, wo ihuroforo pray the 
ffonnrnhle Sunato and flniiHo of Rt-j)i*'Mniiativt^H, 
in rongress assoniblod, to ordor an election, to bo 
rondiictvd ayriH^ably to the existing laws of this 
Tcrritury, to be hold in iUv M^voral countic^s of thb 
Territory, on the first monday of May 1816. for 
fepreHentativcH to meet in convention, at tlu^ seat 
of Clnvprnmpnt of thin 1'* rritory the dav of 
1816, Who when a.«4sembled Hhali determine 
by a majority of the votes, of all the menibers 
f^et^ted, Whether it will he e5cpodiont or inexpe^ 
ilwni, to m inki a State Oovernment, and if it be 
determined expedient, the convention thus assem- 
bUnl, nhall have the power to form a eonstitution 
and frame of Oovernnient, Or if it bu deemed 
tnpxpedient* to provide for the eteclion of Hep^ 
resetitatives* to meet an convention, at some 
future period to fc>rni a constitution,-- 

And WhereaM the fu^ople of this Territory, 
havf» made in"'^at j4aerifirrH, by settling on the 
frontiers, where ihey have been exposed to dani^ers 
and liurUshi|>s of ahnosl every deHcriptkm, by 
which means, the lantlH t>f the Uniled States, have 
been greaily increa^etl in value; we ftu*! ctinfidc^nt, 
that congress will l^e di^poi^d, to grant us seven 
|ier cent on all monies received at any of tht» 
United States land offices, from the first day of 
April 1816, for landn already .^old, or hereafter to 
be .*iuld, lyln^ in thin Territory, such per centaye 
to be at the dispoMl of this Government, in such 
way as mny be judged most conducive to the 
General welfare. It Is >Kpected by us that the 
General Government, will be disposetl to confirm 



EKLC 



Kroni; IfulirH It Ihiwkim, vtim\n\vr, huiumn'n HtHui in 

to m her grant of townnhip No. 2, South of Hange 
11, wc^i of the BccofKl principal rncridian, granted 
to the indiana Territory for the urc of an Aead* 
emy, also the reserved Sections 16, in that portion 
of the Territory where the Indian title ha^ already 
beeri extinguinhedi n% well as that which may be 
hereafter purchased, of the Indians, to be at the 
disposal of ihe future State for the use of SchoolB, 
and it is fiirther requeiited and expected, tliat all 
coal mineg and Salt lickB, which may be remved 
by the United States, with a suffjciinicy of land 
fo Work ih«^m to effect, will be granlcd to Hie 
ftaiire State, as well where the rndian title in 
reiinf|Ui^hi*fl m where it h not, i\% %mm m mv\\ 
relitpdUunent h obtained by the United States. 
Furthermore m it is conceived by im, that the pro- 
mcjlion of usefid Knowledge, \^ the be?,t Guarantee 
to our civil institutions, and as congress nuibt know 
something of the difficulties, uf raisiuM money in 
new countries, fcr Ww support of universities, wc 
tliink wc do our^elvcH but juntiee, in asking a 
resen^c of one entire township, for the support of 
a culle^e, to be located at some suitable place, on 
the United States lands in this Territory. -And 
whereas in the countleii of Kno^ Oibscm and Clark, 
in said Territory, a great c|uantity, of the !and?i in 
?^aid counticH, iire claimed by private individuals, 
and confirmed to them by various laws of congreHK, 
which lands are so located that those counties will 
be deprived of the benefits from the sixteerith 
Section, reserved by the law?^ ol congren^, for the 
use of >,choolH, It \% therefore eKfiecttKb that con- 
gre.sH Will r«*scrve an c(|uivalcnt m \m\tU for iIh* u.^* 
of FchoolH* iri naid counties, in proportion lu the 
number of the 10th Section now the property of 
Inrlividuab in Baid countie*i.- Ah jt Is dccnuHl ^ood 
policy, that cVcry 8lie*^ should hayp lis Heat of 
Ciovernment as nearly i^cnira! m the local situation 
of xhv country wjll pcrnnt, and a^ ^ucii site proper 
for the permanent Heat, in n«u at thi^ time at the 
dinposal of thi^ Tenitory. or the General Govern^ 
ment, it is expected That vonfftvm will. Whenever 
the Indian title shall be extinguished, grant us a 
township of ^ix miles scjuare, tcj be 3t»Iect**d by 
such persons, m the future ^late may appuint;and 
whereas eoniiress will receive the mont correct 
Information from thi^i body, tf> enable them to 
proportion the number of repreM ntativcH to the 
eonvention in the diftoent countieK, we recom- 
mend the following iii prqporttomHl to the census 
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Aru! whrr^iiN thu inlHihiliinls of tlilH 'ri*rr(Ujry» 
am principally ctiinpo^ml of emignintfi, from t^v^ry 
\mti of l\w uninn. afKl im viiriciim in Ihvir vunUnm 
and riOnilmenlH, m in ilu?ir prrrifjnn, vvt? tlilnk if, 
priulnni lit Ihk flnin to oNprf»ss to I)h» G«»ni*riil 
(Hivrrniiiont, our iittarhmont to the fundonuMital 
prfnilph^n of Lufiislntioh^ proscribcjd by cim^im 
in \hm ordinance for thn Oovi'mmfMit of thin 
Territory, parliuuliiriy iisrcBpects personal froffdon) 
find invohintnry servitude, and hopv thiit thoy may 
bo (xintinuod iih the Imm at uur eonBtitution,-- 

DENNIS PENNINOTON Spmher 
of ifw llaum of repramnlativm 

DAVID KDHH ptvBidmt of the 
LvgiHlatiije Council- 




¥wmi Ktitiert C. Kingnhury, An Allm ijf huUmia inUmm^ 
„ inglon^ Dcpfirimrnl nf CjfH>}|raph>« Imlmnn Univi'mty. 

o*" q,i 
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Indiana Enabling Act, 1816 



An m-l to <»ruible ihv ppopU* of (he Incljnna Tor^ 
ritciry to form a vimMiuiinn iiricl Mtato gnvi^riv 
mmi, and for ihv adinisiuon of mvh slafo intr> 
thi' Union on an tH|Ual footing with the original 
Ktate.^. 

Ha it nmcied by the ncimtc and home of rr* 
immentatwm of the United HiateB of Anwrim, in 
mmgrem mBvmhM, That tho InhaJiititnts of Uio 
f<*rriUify of Indiana be, and thry are hort^by 
auihoriigud Ui form for VmmmAym a f onstitution 
and Kliito govprninont, and to mmmv such nnmr* 
ui, tlHjy !,hali deum proper; and x\w said ^Xniv, wluui 
formed, ^ihall be admittml Into tht? unicin upon 
the m\m footing with xhv f>riginal states, in all 
ro^poctH whatever. 

S«?e, 2. And be it further enacted, That ihv 
mild Ktatt^ ^diall consist of all the territory Included 
within the fnllowing boundariqs, to wit: bounded 
on the mnl, by the meridian line which form^ the 
western boundary of the .state of Ohio; on the 
Sfuith, tiy the river Ohio, from the mouth of the 
Great Minmt river, to the mouth of the river 
Wabash; on the west* by a line drawn along the 
middle of the VVabaah from its mouth, to a point, 
where a due north line drawn from the town of 
Vmeennen, would last touch the north western 
shore of the said river; and from thence by a due 
north line, until the iame shall intersect an caat 
and west lino, drawn through a point ten miles 
north of the southern extreme of lake Michigan; on 
the north, by the said east and west line, imtil 
the same shall intersect the first mentioned me* 
ridian line which forms the western boundary of 
the state of Ohio- Provided, That the convention 
hereinafter provided for, when formed, shall 
ratify the I oundtories nfore.said; otherwise they 
shall be and remain m now prescribed by the 
ordinance for the government of the territory 
northwe?it of the river Ohio: Provided abo. That 
the mid state shall have concurrent jurisdiction on 
the river Wabash, with the state to be formed 
west thereof, so far as the said river shall form a 
common boundary to both* 

Sec. 3, And be it further enacted. That all male 
citizens of the United States, who shall have 
arrived at the age of twenty one years, and resided 
within the said terrttoryj at least one year previous 
to the day of election, and shall have paid a county 
or territorial tax; and all persons having In other 
respects the legal qualiftotlons to vote for rep- 



Fronii Huhnrf It II/iwklnM, vuminhr, thdinmi'H Hiwd tn 
Hiritvhiuul {\m\mmp*}\h: h\i\{i\ni\ WxrAmkiA Burmui. UiOU). 

refientativim in the jieneral assembly of the said 
teiTltory be, and Ihey are hereby authori;^ed to 
dioone repre^entatlve« to form a eorivcmtion, who 
shall be apportioned amongst the several eountlcii 
within the said territory, aeeording to the appor 
tlfjnment made by the legislature thereof, at their 
last 8e»f4ion, to wit: from the county of Wayne, 
four repreKcnUttives; from the county at Franklin, 
fivi^ re[iresentatjves; from the county of Denrborni 
three representatives; from the county of Switi^cT' 
land, nnn representative: from fhi^ rouniy r>f jf^fff.f. 
mn, three representatives; from the county of 
Clark, five represcntntiveH; Jrom the county at 
lIurriNon, five representatives; from the county of 
Washington, five representativim; from the county 
of KnoK, five representative,^; from the county of 
Gibson, four representatives; from the county of 
PoHcy, one representative; from the county of 
Warrick, one reproBentativc; from the county of 
Perry, one representative. And the election for the 
representatives aforesaid, Hhall be holden on the 
second Monday of May, one thousand eight 
hundred and Hbcteen* throughout the several 
counties in the said territory: and shall be eon- 
ducted in the same manner, and under the same 
penalties, as prescribed by the laws of said ter^ 
ritory, renulating elections therein for members of 
the house of representatives. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted. That the 
members of the convention, thui duly elected be, 
and they arc hereby authorized to meet at the 
seat of the government of the said territory, on 
the second Monday of June next, which conven- 
tion, when met, shall first determine, by a majority 
of the whole number elected, whether it be, or 
be not eKpcdlent, at that time, to form a con^ 
stitution and state government, for the people 
within the said territory, and if it be determined 
to be expedient, the convention shall Ikn and here- 
by nic authorized, to form a constitution and 
state government; or if it bo deemed more ex- 
pedient, the said convention shall provide by or- 
dinance for electing representatives to form a con- 
stitution, or frame of government; which said rep* 
resentatives shall be chosen in such manner, and 
in such proportion, and shall meet at iUch lime and 
place, as shall be prescribed by the ^lid ordinance, 
and shall then form, for the jieople of said ter- 
ritory, a constitution and state government: 
Prot^tded, That the same, whenever formed, shall 
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ho rrpulillcan, imd not n^fiugnanl in ihohv nrVwlvn 
uf tilt* onlinimcf' of ihr^ Mrivvnlh of 'luly, nnn 
thouHund mmm hundred and oighty'sovon^ whkh 
nny dvdnwd to hi} irrovociiblo bi»tweon thi? original 
Htid«»», i\m\ Him poople and hIhIcs of llii* tcrrittjry 
northwefit of Ihi* rivor Ohio; t^Kti^jitinK ituu li of 
mid arlicUjs m rolati! to Uh» houndarieB of thr 
bUxIvh thfroin to Uu furmcd, 

B<Mi. 5, And hi* it furtht'r muvtvd^ Thut until 
thij next ^(Hinral eonnuH shall he* tnkon, the m\i\ 
Btuto ghall bo entitled to one repreBuntiitlvii In thu 
house? of repreHDntativt?H of tlH»* United Staten. 

Hi!c% 0, /Irtc/ i7 furtlwr mncied^ That thn 
following propositions be, and the samo arc hereby 
offerod to the convi»ntton of the %M torrltory 
of Indiana, whi-n formed, for their free aeeeptanee 
or r^yectionj which* if uccepted by the convention, 
Bhnll be of)ligatory upon the United States. 

Firgt, That thc^ hiKition nuniberi»d HiKleeni in 
cfvery townBhip^ and when such section has been 
r,oid, granted or disposed of^ other hinda, etiuiva^ 
lent thereto^ and most corttifiuous to the Kamo, 
Hhall be grunted to the inhabitanta of such town^ 
Bhip for the use of gchoals^ 

Second. That all salt aprinp within the »aid 
territory, and the land reserved for the use of the 
same, together with such other lands as may^ by 
the president of the United States, bo deemed 
necessary and proper for working the said salt 
springs, not exceeding, in the whole, the quantity 
contained in thirty-six entire sections shall be 
granted to the said state, for the uie of the people 
of the said state, the same to be used under such 
termSj conditions, and regulations as the legisla- 
ture of the said state shall direct: provided the 
said legielature shall never gell nor lease the same, 
for a longer period than ten years at any one time* 
Third, That five per cent of the net proceeds of 
the lands lying within the said territory, and which 
.^hall be sold by Congress from and after the fim 
day of December next, after deducting all expenses 
incident to the same, shall be reserved for making 
public roads and canals, of which three^flfths shall 
be applied to those objects within the said state, 
under the direction of the legislature thereof, 
and two^fifths to the making of a road or roads 
leading to the said state under the direction of 
Conpess. 

Fourth, That one entire township, which shall 
be designated by the president of the United 
States, in addition to the one heretofore reserved 
for that purpose, shall be reserved for the use of 
a seminary of learning, and vested in the legisla- 
ture of the said state, to be appropriated solely 
to the use of such seminary by the said legislature. 

Fifth. That four sections of land be, and the 
same are hereby ^nted to the said itata, for the 
purpoie of fixing their seat of government there* 



on, whicli fciur fiecticHiH ^iluill, imikf i\w tlircction 
of the IrgiHlaturc of mnil hU\{v, \w lovixivil at any 
tinitn in micli township and rnngc% m the legl?ila- 
turn aforc^fytifi may m^Ii^ct, on .such liindf, as may 
heroafter bc^ actjulroil by the UnitcMl nudm, from 
tiio Indian tribes within the mM territory:. Pnh 
mdvd, Tluit such locations Bhall bo itiado prior 
to the public Wile of the lands of the United 
Htnlcs, Nurrounding such location: And provided 
idUHiyB, That the fivt? ffjrejioing propoBitions, 
herein offered, are, on the conditionH that the 
convention of the said state shall provide by an 
ordinance irrevocable, without the consent of the 
United States^ that every and each tract of land 
j^old by the United States, from and after the 
fir^t day of December ncKt, lihaU bo and remain 
cKempt from any tax, laid by order or under 
any authority uf the iitatc, whether for ntate, 
county or township, or eny other pur|)oge what- 
ever, for the term of five yearn, from and after 
the day of sale. 

[Approved, AprU 19, 1816} 




^urt^gy Robtrt Wallace and Indiana HUlorkat Burrau 
Jennlngi scrv^ as firtt governor of tho state of In^mm. 
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Sra! of thr State of Inciiana 
Both the 1H16 and 1851 Inciinna ConMtitutionH provich* Uir 
a stnU* sral tu bo *'kvpi by the Governor for official pur^ 
|KJSi\H/* It wns nut unlii 1963, ho\v<»vpr, that thi* Gi'niTnl 
Assrnthly gavr Iv^al .sanction to tho traditiuhal dvnipi and 
prcjvlcliHi an ofncial cteHcriplion. VersianH of the piuniH'f 
M'viiv havt* hvvn u^t\ on Indiana soalf* since li^rfiiorial cliiyM 
und an* found on ofricia! pnpi^rs m oarly as 1801, 1lu» 
Him! of the State of Indiana an imiti unu*nt of autliorlly 
nnd by its im* official docunu^nts nri* iHt**stiHl. By hhUir- 
ii»al tradition, when* ihv dv^kv whUIvh \wcumvH th** hvni 
<jf »stntr govfMnmonl. 



